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St.  CLAIR  OF  THE  ISLES: 

OR, 

THE  OUTLAWS  OF  BARRJ. 


C  HAP.    I. 


*'  On  the  enfuing  morning,  the  chief 
Tifited  Andrew  in  his  chamber  ;  he  was 
then  collected,  but  appeared  to  have  no 
remembrance  of  what  had  pafled ;  yet, 
grateful  for  the  attention  paid  him  by 
his  mafter,  he  refpedfully  raifed  his 
hand  to  his  lips.  For  two  days  no  ma- 
terial alteration  took  place  ;  on  the  third 
it  was  evident  that  the  hand  of  death 
was  on  him  J  for,  though  no  violent 
VOL,  III.  B  pains 
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pains  had  followed  the  convulfions  he 
fuffered  in  the  hall,  yet  that  ftrong  emo- 
tion had  been  too  much  for  his  feeble 
flrength  to  fupport,  and  he  expired  the 
fourth  day  after,  fentible  to  his  lad  hour, 
and  mingling  with  the  prayers  he  put  up 
for  his  own  foul,  others  for  his  noble 
mafler,  and  the  general  welfare  of  the 
houfe  of  Monteith.  This  venerable  do- 
meflic's  death  was  lamented  by  the  chief 
like  that  of  an  old  friend  ;  and,  com- 
manding him  to  be  laid  in  the  chapel, 
he  ordered  a  monthly  mafs  to  be  faid  for 
his  foul's  reft. 

**  In  the  mean  time,  as  boys  naturally 
affociate.  Lord  John  and  myfelf  became 
in  fome  meafure  companions  ;  he  being 
not  more  than  two  years  younger  than 
myfelf.  Nat-ure  and  education  had, 
however,  drawn  a  marking  line  between 
us ;  he  was  fair,  I  was  brown ;  he  was 
delicate,  I  was  robuft  j  pampered  and 
7  nurfcd 
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nurfed   from  his  cradle,  he  fhrank   at 
every  blaft,  and  dreaded  a  fliower  of  rain 
as  much  as  doth  a  cat.     For   myfelf, 
inured  to  the  war  of  elements,  they  nei- 
ther hurt  my  fpirits  or   my  health  ;  and 
cold,  hunger,  or  third,  if  felt  one  hour, 
were  with  me  forgotten   as  foon  as  re- 
moved.    Our  tempers  were  equally  dif- 
fimilar  :  he  had  been  accuftomed  to  vaf- 
fals  humble  as  Haves,  who,  from  his  in- 
fancy, had  fubmitted  to  all  his  caprices, 
which  ftrengthening  by  time,   had  ren- 
dered him  perverfe,  vindidive,  and  ty- 
rannical ; — for  me,  habituated  to  the  ill- 
humour  of  my  mother,  the  rough  kind- 
nefs  of  my  father,  and  to  attend  on  my- 
felf,— or,   if  I  took  an   unwarrantable 
liberty  with   my   companions,   fure   of 
being   handfomely  drubbed ;    nay,  if  I 
had  ftruck  the  old  dog,  of  being  bitten  ; 
the  cafe  was  quite  different :  my  temper^ 
naturally  paffionate,  was  kept  within  the 
B  2  bounds 


[4] 

bounds  of  reafon,  and  I  was  even  careful 
of  giving  offence.  I  was  however,- when 
provoked,  as  perverfe  and  faucy  as  mod  ; 
and  naturally  ftrong,  even  before  I  left 
Levies,  few  boys  of  my  own  age  chofe  to 
enter  the  lifls  of  combat  with  me. 

"  With  the  Lord  John  I  bore  more 
than  I  had  ever  been  accuftomed  to.  I  re- 
fpeded  him  as  the  nepl:ew  of  n^y  beloved 
patron,  and  fometiines  thought,  if  he  had 
been  better  tempered,  I  could  have  loved 
him  fincerely. 

"  I  have  dwelt  thus  long  on  this  fub- 
je£l,  becaufe  a  trifle  that  followed,  led  to  a 
difcovery  that  might  othcrwife  never 
have  been  revealed. 

"  We  had  been  playing  one  afternoon 
in  the  hall,  when,  among  other  paltimes, 
I  took  him  on  my  back,  and,  regardlefs 
of  his  weight,  paced  up  and  down  full 
fpeed.  We  had  amu fed  ourfelves  in  this 
manner  for  feme  time,  when,  watching 
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an  opportunity,  he  procured  a  large 
thorn,  which  having  fecretly  fadened 
to  his  heel,  he  gave  me  a  fharp  fpur  on 
the  kg.  I  have  aheady  faid  I  was  paf- 
fionate,  and  that  forbearance  was  not 
among  the  catalogue  of  my  merits ;  I 
therefore  took  no  time  for  reflection  ; 
had  he  been  heir-apparent  to  the  crown 
of  Scotland,  I  fl^ould  have  aded  the 
fame. — '  You  have  treated  me  like  a 
forry  beafl,'  faid  I  with  anger,  '  for 
none  elfe  need  the  fpur  ;  and,  in  return, 
I  will  play  you  a  jade's  trick.'— So 
faying,  I  made  a  plunge  and  threw  him 
on  the  marble  pavement,  regardlefs  of 
the  confequence.  My  heart  however, 
in  a  moment,  fmote  me ;  but  the  deed 
was  done  j  his  face  was  covered  v»  ith 
blood,  and  his  cries  refounded  through 
the  hall,  and  not  only  brought  feveral  of 
the  vafials,  buc  alfo  the  Lady  Rofkelyn* 
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"  With  every  exaggeration  a  little 
mind  can  invent,  he  related  what  had 
happened  ;  while  I  flood  in  filence, 
liftening  not  only  to  him,  but  to  the  re- 
proaches of  his  mother,  who  was  not 
fparing  of  her  invedives. 

*'  Beggarly  knave,*  faid  flie,  '  how 
didft  thou  dare  to  flrike  my  fon  ?  I  will 
have  thee  fcourged  to  death.* 

**  Strike  your  fon/  repeated  I,  *  I  fhould 
be  afhamed  to  (Irike  fuch  a  butterfly ; 
but,  though  I  let  him  ride  me  like  a 
horfe,  I  did  not  chufe  to  be  ufed  like  an 
afs.' 

**  He  did  thee  too  much  honour  to 
life  thee  in  any  manner,'  replied  fhe-, 
•  my  brother  will  now  fee  his  folly,  in 
noticing  fuch  fcurvy  varlets  as  thou  art, 
who  prove  but  monuments  of  his  weak- 
nefs.* 

*'  Whoever  calls  the  chief  foolifh  or 
weak,'  faid  I  palTionately,   '  is  a  falfe 

liar ; 
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liar  ;  never  fhall  his  kindnefs  to  me  bring 
difgrace  on  him,' 

"  Not  till  thou  comeft  under  the 
hands  of  the  executioner ;  which  the 
more  fpeedy  that  may  happen,  the  better 
for  mankind.* 

"  Marry,  your  own  filken  fon  may 
better  deferve  the  hand  of  the  execu- 
tioner than  me/  anfwered  I  with  blunt 
faucinefsi  *  Lord  John  of  Roikelyn  doth 
not  dread  difgrace  more  than  St.  Clair 
M'Crae/ 

"  Than  whom  ?'  eagerly  repeated  (he 
with  confiderable  emotion. 

"  St.  Clair  M'Crae,'  echoed  I  un- 
dauntedly  ;  *  I  am  not  a(hamed  of  my 
name,  nor  fhall  I  eat  my  words,  though 
you  are  a  lady  ;  we  have  none  in  the  lile 
of  Lewes  j  fo  I  have  not  learned  to  fear 
them.' 

"  You  may  perhaps  conjecture  this 

infolence  encreafed  her  anger,  but  it  had 

B  4  a  con* 


Cs  ] 

a  contrary  efFe6i:  •,  fcr  the  flufh  of  paffion 
gave  way  to  a  fickly  pale,  and,  had  (he 
not  feated  herfelf  on  a  chair,  fhe  had 
fallen.  She  fixed  her  eyes  on  me  with 
fearful  earneftnefs,  her  lips  trembled, 
but  no  word  efcaped  them ;  and  fuch 
was  her  whole  appearance,  that  what  her 
violence  would  never  have  efFeded,  her 
looks  inflantly  obtained  ;  for,  young, 
inexperienced,  and  rudely  bred  as  I  was, 
they  funk  into  my  heart,  and  feemed  to 
thrill  it  with  horror. 

*'  Lady,*  faid  I,  approaching  her,  *  I 
grieve  to  have  offended  you.' 

*'  Avaunt,  approach  me  not,*  fcreamed 
fhe,  fhrinking  back  in  her  chaii  ;  '  take 
this  boy  from  my  prefence,'  added  fhe, 
turning  to  the  vaiTals,  '  and  bring  me  a 
cup  of  water  ;  the  fight  of  blood  hath 
made  me  fick  and  fainr.* 

"  I  felt  my  anger  rekindle  at  her 
words,  and  left  the  h*all ;  or,  doubtlefs, 
1  had  been  forced  from  it. 

'^  The 
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^*  TTie  chief  and  Lord  Rolkelyn  were 
not  in  the  caflle  during  this  confufion ; 
but,  on  their  return,  were  informed  of 
it  with  all  the  bitternefs  that  the  malice 
of  Lady  Rofl^ielyn  could  invent.  My 
patron  Hflened  to  it  with  aftonifhment : 
— '  Such  conduct,'  he  faid,  *  was  fo- 
different  to  my  general  charader,  that 
he  could  fcarcely  have  given  it  credit 
from  any  other  perfon  than  his  fifter/ 

*'  I  was  ordered  into  his  prefence ;  a 
ftep  that  all  the  art  of  the  Lady  Rofkelya 
could  not  prevent ;  and,  on  entering  the 
hall,  found  the  whole  party  arranged  to 
condemn  me. 

*'  St.  Clair  '  faid  the  chief,  with  more 
fevericy  than  I  had  ever  before  feen  him 
afTume,  '  I  am  at  once  grieved  for  thee 
and  for  myfelf;  for  the  firfl,  that  thou, 
couldil  forget  thyfelf  fo  far  as  to  ufe  my 
nephew  fo  roughly,  and  difregard  his 
age  and  ftrength,  which  are  both  infe- 
B  5  rior 
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nor  to  thine ;  and  to  add  to  thy  guilt  hj 
thy  infolence  to  my  fifter,  the  mother  of 
him  thou  hadft  injured.  For  myfelf,  I 
am  vexed  to  have  been  fo  miftaken :  I 
would  have  pledged  my  life  on  thy  cou«- 
rage  and  humanity  ;  and,  at  fifty,  I  love 
not  to  be  the  dupe  of  a  green  head  like 
thine.' 

"  He  paufed,  as  if  he  expected  my  an- 
fwer ;  but  I  made  none ;  and  he  at 
kngth  continued : — '  Thou  muft  pre- 
pare to  return  home  :  two  of  my  vaflals 
ihall  fee  thee  fafe  reftored  to  thy  father^ 
whom  I  fliall  not  inform  of  this  folly ; 
for  he  is  an  honeft  man,  and  it  would 
vex  him :  but  I  pray  thee  think  of  it, 
and  remember^  that  valour  is  difgraced 
by  malicious  anions,  and  by  feekirig 
unequal  contefls.  Farewell;  I  fhall  not 
forget  thy  attention  to  me  during  my 
journey,  and  will  order  thee  a  memo^ 
rial,  to  prove  that  I  am  not  ungrateful.' 

«  The 


^^  The  chief  ceafed.  My  heart  fwelled 
almoft  to  bur  fling  ;  but  too  proud  to 
kt  a  tear  efcape  me,  I  at  length,  with 
fome  difficulty,  replied  : — *  1  am  ready 
to  depart  when  you  lift,  and  need  no 
©ne  to  condu6l  me.  For  malicious  afls, 
or  feeking  unequal  opponents,  I  am  un- 
acquainted with  either^  If  you  think  me 
guilty,  it  is  enough ;  I  fhall  gladly  de- 
part. Recompence  I  will  none ;  my 
heart  didated  my  adions,  and,  when  t 
faw  you  well,  repaid  me.'' 

"  The  chief  turned  afide,  and  the 
words,  '  Strange  boy,'  efcaped  him. 
I  touched  my  cap  to  him  only,  and  had 
croffed  the  hall,  in  order  to  leave  it, 
when  he  called  fuddenly,  *  Come  back,. 
St.  Clair  ;  thou  oweft  me  an  explanation 
of  thy  condud,  and  I  demand  it.' 

"  You  ftiould  have  afked  it  before 
you  condemned  me,'  replied  I  j  '  Lord- 
John  can  refolve  you.* 

B  6  «  Dear 
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"  Dear  brother,'  fald  Lady  Roite- 
lyn,  who  had  hot  before  fpoken,  *  dif- 
mifs  him  at  once,  his  prefence  gives  me 
pain  ;  he  feeks  only  to  impofe  farther  on 
your  unfufpicious  nature.' 

"  Influenced  by  the  obflinacy  of  my 
temper,  though  I  had  again  prepared  to 
leave  the  hall,  Lady  Rofkelyn's  words 
arrefted  my  fleps. 

"  Not.fo,  filler,'  anfwer^d  the  chief, 
*  I  would  willingly  adl  uprightly  :  St. 
Clair's  reproof  is  juft ;  I  fliould  not 
have  condemned  him  unheard.*  Then 
turning  to  me,  he  added  :  '  Nay,  I  infifl: 
on  thy  coming  back,  to  give  the  expla- 
nation 1  afked  :  but  fay,  for  I  now  fir  ft 
difcover  it,  from  what  caufe  art  thou 
lame,  and  whence  are  thy  tartans 
bloody  ?* 

*'  Afk  your  nephew,'  anfwered  I, 
with  the  fame  obftinate  bluntnefs. 
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*'  The  chief  turned  to  Lord  John ; 
bat  he  was  filent ;  and  his  mother  again 
tequefted  her  brother  to  difmifs  me. 

"  Monteith  made  no  reply  ;  but,  ri- 
fmg  from  his  feat,  feized  me  in  his 
ftrong  grafp* 

"  By  my  foul/  faid  he,  '  I  will  be 
fatisfied ;  therefore  anfwer  me,  from 
whence  comes  this  blood  ?* 

"  Like  a  fawn  in  the  gripe  of  a  Hon, 
I  felt  contefl:  was  ufelefs ;  and,  drawing 
afide  my  tartan,  I  fhewed  my  knee, 
fwelled  and  inflamed,  by  a  wound  juft 
below  it. 

"  Oh,  the  arch  deceiver,'  exclaimed 
the  Lady  Rolkelyn  ;  '  he  hath  done  this 
himfelf,  on  purpofe  to  lay  the  fault  on 
my  fon/ 

"  Indeed,  uncle/  faid  John,  ^  I  only 
gave  him  a  Httle  fpur  with  a  thorn, 
but  not  enough  to  hurt  his  knee  fo 
much.* 


L  14  3 

"  At  length,*  faid  the  chief,  *  trurh  Is 
coming ;  but  I  am  already  nearly  fatif- 
Jfied  :'  then  turning  to  a  domeftic  who 
waitedy  he  commanded  him  to  call  the 
leech  who  attended  his  houfehold;  when-^ 
placing  me  in  his  own  feat,  he  ordered 
him  to  examine  my  leg.  The  leech, 
at  the  firft  view,  declared  it  was  dan* 
geroufly  inflamed,  and,  from  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  wound,  had  doubtlefs 
ibme  fplinter  or  other  fubftance  within- 
it,  which  mud  needs  be  extraded  before 
aught  elfe  could  be  done. 

"  The  chief's  face  flafhed  with  anger  ;; 
and  the  Lord  Rofkelyn  looked  reproach- 
fully upon  his  fon,  who  began  weeping ; 
while  his  mother,  finding  no  honour 
like  to  refult  on  her  darling,  led  him^ 
from  the  hall;  and  was  fpeedily  followed 
by  her  lord. 

"  I  (huddered  at  the  fight  of  the  po- 
lifhed  inftrument  which  the  leech  held  in- 

his 
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his  hand,  and  drew  back ;  till  the  chief^ 
affuming  a  reproachful  air,  faid  :  '  Is  it 
poflible,  St.  Clair,  that  a  bold  fellow  like 
thee  fhould  tremble  at  the  fight  of  a 
lancet  ?  Marry,  I  {hould  as  foon  have 
€xpe£led  thee  to  tremble  at  a  lady's 
bodkin.' 

"  The  chief's  raillery  had  the  efFe6l. 
he  intended  ;  I  immediately  held  out  my 
leg,  and,  without  a  fingle  complainty, 
fufFered  the  leech  to  lay  open  the  wound,, 
from  whence  he  extraded  a  thorn  o£ 
near  an  inch  in  length,  and  which  the. 
motion  of  walking  had  eaufed  to  perfo- 
rate deeply  into  the  flefh. 

*'  The  operation  over,  the  chief,  for 
the  firfl:  time,  embraced  me :  '  St. 
Clair,'  faid  he,  '  thou  art  a  brave,  but 
an  obftinate  boy  •,  but  from  this  hour  I 
will  never  judge  harfhly  j  yet,  in^  this 
cafe,  my  judgment  rather  than  my  heart 
was  in  fault/ 

«  The 
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"  The  honour  of  having  the  approba- 
tion of  fo  good  and  fo  great  a  eharacler 
overpowered  me,  and,  grafping  his  hand, 
I  burfl:  into  tears  :  '  I  have  indeed  been 
to  blame/  faid  I,  '  but  pain  and  paf- 
fion  overpowered  me,  and  made  me  treat 
him  fo  rudely  j  for  which  I  am  now  fm- 
eerely  forry/ 

"  I  truft,'  replied  he,  *  it  will  prove 
a  ufeful  lelTon  :  his  mother  will  entirely 
corrupt  him  with  her  fondnefs ;  and 
Lord  Roflielyn  poffefles  not  (Irength  of 
mind  fufficient  to  refilt  her  :  but  lean  on 
the  men,  and  hie  thee  to  thy  chamber ; 
reft  is  now  all  that  is  needful.  I  will  fee 
thee  fpeedily.* 

"  What  pafTed  between  the  chief  and 
his  family,  1  never  exadly  knew  ;  but 
he  fo  warmly  efpoufed  my  caufe,  and 
words  ran  fo  high  between  them,  that 
the  Lord  and  Lady  Rofkelyn  departed 
the  fecond  day  after. 

«  A  few 
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A  few  days  reftored  me  to  my  ufual 
agility,  and  to  more  than  my  ufual  fa- 
vour with  the  chief;  whom  I  afterwards 
found  had  refolved,  from  that  time,  to 
take  me  under  his  efpecial  protection. 
He  condefcended  himfelf  to  teach  me  the 
fcience  of  manly  defence,  and  the  ufe  of 
arms ;  and  fix  hours  daily  did  he  make 
me  devote  to  the  ftudy  of  literature,  of 
which  I  was  before  totally  ignorant  j 
placing  me  for  that  purpofe  under  the 
care  of  the  friars  of  the  neighbouring 
mo-vaftery. 

"  Elated  by  the  approbation  my  patron 
expreffed  at  my  improvement,  I  fpared 
no  pains  to  merit  his  praife,  and  all  went 
fo  happily  for  two  months,  that  I  ap- 
peared at  the  height  of  my  wifhes. 

"  One  day  that  the  chief  was  teaching 
me  the  broad-fword  in  the  hall,  my  fa- 
ther M'Crae  was  announced  ;  and  in- 
flantly  ordered  to  be  admitted.   Though 

I  re- 
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I  rejoiced  to  fee  him,  my  fatisfa6lion 
was  mixed  with  tear,  left  he  fhould  want 
to  take  me  back  to  the  ifland  on  his  re- 
turn. For  the  chief,  he  received  him 
with  the  cordiality  of  a  friend,  rather 
than  with  the  dignity  of  a  fuperior.  He 
ordered  him  refrefhment,  and  bade  him 
welcome,  faying,  as  he  converfed  with 
him,  *  In  faith,  M'Crae,  'tis  well  you 
are  come  to  teach  us  our  duty ;  for  I 
could  almoft  forget  St.  Clair  is  not  my 
fon ;  and,  in  return,  he  hath  almoft 
learned  to  confider  me  as  a  father.' 

"  M'Crae  appeared  confounded  at 
once  with  the  kindnefs  of  the  chief  to 
himfelf,  and  his  familiarity  with  me.  He 
hefitated,  appeared  con ^u fed,  and  to  be 
imprcfled  with  fome  fecret  errand  he  knew 
not  how  to  difclofe,  and  which  vifibly 
affeded  his  fpirits.  At  length,  after  a 
tedious  preparation,  he  ftammered  out : 
*  So  pleafe  you,    noble   Sir,   my   boy 

hath 
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hath  too  long  intruded  on  your  good- 
nefs ;  his  mother  is  impatient  to  fee 
him.' 

"  To  fee  me !'  repeated  I  with  my 
accuftomed  bluntnefs  ;  "  which  way- 
doth  the  wind  blow  now  ?  (he  ufed  to 
fay  the  houfe  was  heaven  when  I  was 
abroad.'  • 

"  The  chief  fmiled ;  and  M'Crae 
could  not  refrain  from  laughing :  ^  No 
wonder/  faid  he  ;  '  thou  art  a  boifter- 
ous  fellow,  and  never  failed  to  put  her 
houfe  in  confufion  ten  times  a-day,' 

*'  I  fear  I  (hall  offend  the  fame  way  on 
my  return/  anfwered  I. 

"  Retire  for  a  while,  St.  Clair ;  I  have 
bufmefs  wich  thy  father,'  faid  the  chief. 

"  I  obeyed,  and  left  the  hall ;  when, 
refuming  the  difcourfe,  he  continued. 

"  M'Crae,  I  love  thy  fon,  and  wifli  to 
make  him  a  brave  fellow ;  but,  though 
I  will  purchafe  no  man's  child,  yet,  re- 
garding 
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garding  him  as  I  do,  I  cannot  be  un- 
mindful of  his  father.  Thy  vefTel  is  too 
fmall ;  let  it  be  fold,  and  I  will  enable 
thee  to  buy  another  of  double  her  bur- 
then. I  have  alfo  land  nearly  adjoining 
to  thine  at  Toray  ;  to  me  'tis  of  little 
value  ;  thou  art  welcome  to  ufe  twenty 
acres  of  it :  in  cafe  of  my  death,  I  will 
forthwith  make  thee  a  grant  thereof,' 

''  The  furprife  of  M'Crae  left  him  na 
room  for  fpeech  ;  he  gazed  at  Monteith 
as  if  he  doubted  the  evidence  of  his 
fenfes :  '  Why,  what  now,  man,*  con- 
tinued the  chitfj  'doll  thou  difpute 
my  word,  that  thou  looked  like  one 
abounded  ?* 

*'  Pardon  me,  tioble  Sir,'  at  length 
replied  M'Crae  ;  '  your  gooJnef^  rs  fo 
great  that  it  took  from  me  the  power  to 
exprefs  my  gratitude.  St.  Clair  is  in  truth 
a  brave  boy,  and,  as  I  have  often  faid  to 
my  wife,  would  be  no  difgrace  to  a  nobler 

father 
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father  than  my  felF;  but  fheis  of  a  different 
opin  on.  Honours  change  manrer.-.  Katie 
Lawrie  was  a  girl  after  my  own  heart 
when  (he  went  to  the  Lowlands,  near 
fcventeen  years  ago  ;  and  when  (lie  af- 
terwards fent  for  me  to  come  and  wed 
her,  my  heart  was  as  light  as  a  fly ; 
though  not  for  the  fake  of  the  money 
fhe  faid  fhe  had  gotten,  but  for  old  love: 
yet,  by  St.  Mary,  though  fhe  had  been 
abfent  from  Caithnefs  but  five  years,  I 
had  much  ado  to  know  her  agam ;  fhe 
was  fo  bedizened  wich  French,  and  be- 
fangled  w;th  Englifli  fafhions  ;  —in  troth, 
I  fliould  t  ave  taken  her  for  any  thing 
fooner  than  for  a  fimple  Highland  lafs,' 
"  The  chief,  who  was  not  anxious  to 
hear  the  hidory  of  Katie  Lawrie,  would 
not,  however,  interrupt  M'Crae ;  but, 
finding  he  m.ade  a  paufe,  faid,  '  As 
long  as  the  union  of  your  hearts  is  per- 
fect, a  trifling  difference  of  manners  is 

of 
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of  little  confequence  :  but  to  St.  Clair,, 
—your  wife  will,  I  doubt  not,  be  happy  J 
to  fee  him  placed  higher  in  life  than  her 
limited  means  had  promifed  i  for  what  I 
undertake  I  will  perform.' 

"  M'Crae  hefitated:  '  God  knoweth/ 
replied  he :  '  I  love  the  boy,  and  re- 
joice at  his  good  luckj  but  as  for 
Katie—' 

*'  She  will  rejoice  too,'  faid  the  chief; 
*  mothers  feldom  want  affeclion  for 
their  firft-born.' 

"  A  curfe  on  thofe  who  do,*  an- 
fwered  M'Crae. 

"  Come,  'tis  an  agreement  then  :  the 
boy  fhall  fee  you  yearly  ;  though  I  may 
be  his  friend,  he  (hall  not  forget  that  you 
are  his  father.  Choofe  a  good  (Irong 
veflel ;  money  (hall  not  be  wanting  ;  we 
will  fail  in  her  among  your  firft  paffen- 
gers  to  Lewes.' 

«  M*Crae*s 
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*'  M'Crae's  heart,  naturally  honefl:, 
was  overpowered  by  the  chief's  genero- 
lity.  '  So  may  my  foul  profper  here- 
after,' faid  he,  *  if  I  fpeak  not  truly : 
were  the  choice  mine,  I  would  joyfully 
refign  the  boy  to  your  care  ;  but,  as  it 
is,  I  am  bound  by  an  oath  not  to  part 
with  him.' 

"  Bound  by  an  oath!'  anfwered  Mon- 
teith  in  a  voice  of  aftonifhment  j  '  what, 
to  your  wife,  I  trow  ?  but  I  yield  :  yet 
remember,  true  affedion  (hould  have 
prompted  you  to  accept  my  offer.  How- 
ever, as  I  love  not  to  raife  expedations 
to  caft  them  down  by  difappointment,  I 
repeat,  purchafe  the  vefTel,  and  take  the 
land  I  before  offered  ;  but  on  this  con- 
dition,— that  thou  holdeft  it  in  trufl  for 
thy  fon  St.  Clair.* 

"  M'Crae  threw  himfelf  at  the  chiefs 
feet,  and  clafped  his  garment,  but  could 
not  fpeak*    At  that  moment,  one  of  the 

fathers 
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fathers  of  the  monaftery  entered  the  hall; 
his  name  was  Thomas ;  and,  added  to  a 
flrong  and  cultivated  underftanding,  he 
poflefftd  a  penetrating  and  found  judg- 
ment, accompanied  with  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  human  heart.  Seeing 
the  poflure  of  the  chief  and  M'Crae,  he 
drew  back,  and  would  have  quitted  the 
hall;  but  Monteith  recalled  him,  and, 
in  few  words,  rehated  what  had  paiTed, 
premifing  the  relation  by  faying :  '  I 
wifhed,  father,  to  have  purchafed  this 
honeft  man's  fon ;  but  he  declines  my 
offer.  If  the  wifh  was  finful,  I  have  en- 
deavoured to  make  an  expiation,  and 
thou  art  come  in  time  to  be  umpire  be- 


tween us.' 


"  Father  Thomas  liflened  with  atten- 
tion to  the  recital,  which  the  chief  gave 
with  accuracy  ;  and,  on  the  conclufion, 
faid :  *  That  the  happinefs  and  welfare 
of  the  lad  were  your  only  inducement  is 

plain  7 
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plain ;  and  I  cannot  but  wonder  what 
motives  can  be  flrong  enough  to  induce 
M'Crae  to  refufe  offers  fo  advantageous 
to  his  child.     Cry  his  mercy,  I  recall  to 
my   memory,    you    faid    fhat    an  oath 
bound  him  ;  in  which  cafe,  I  rejoice  that 
he  hath  fufficient  courage  to  refift  worldly 
profperity  for  heavenly  treafure.     But 
what  man  hath  a  right  to  exacl  an  oath 
from  a  father  to  keep  his  fon  in  an  infe- 
rior line  of  life,  when  fortune,  honour, 
-and    probity,    conjoin    to    place    him 
higher  ? — yet  an  oath  is  facred,  and,  if 
not  extorted  for  bcrd  purpofes,  fhould  be 
held  even  at  the  expence  of  life ;  for  it  is 
regiflered  in  Heaven,  and  witnelTed  by 
the  faints/ 

''  It  was  reglftered  in  hell,  and  wit- 
neffed  by  devils,'  faid  M'Crae:  '  like 
Eve,  Katie  tempted  me  to  fm ;  and  now, 
to  complete  the  meafure  of  my  iniquity, 
the  curfe  of  ingratitude  is  upon  me/ 
VOL.  in.  c  "  If 
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"  If  thou  hafl:  done  evil,  repentance  is 
yet  in  thy  power,  my  fon,'  faid  father 
Thomas  ;  '  look  well  to  thine  own 
heart ;  (hould  thy  oath  be  good,  I  charge 
thee,  by  our  Holy  Mother,  and  for  the 
future  welfare  of  thine  eternal  foul,  to 
let  no  lucre  or  perfuafion  wreft  it  from, 
thee  ;  but,  if  it  be  a  finful  oath,  dif- 
charge  thy  confcience,  left  it  plunge 
thee  into  everlafting  perdition.* 

*'  M'Crae's  firm  features  unbent,  and 
his  ruddy  complexion  became  a  faded 
yellow: — 'Holy  friar,'  faid  he  haftily, 
'  I  am  not  the  father  of  the  boy  1* 

"  Away  with  fuch  fubterfuges,'  faid 
the  chief,  '  I  will  no  more ;  I  forgive 
thy  refufal,  but  falfehood  I  cau-not 
brook.' 

''  How  know  you  he  fpeaks  falfely  ?' 
faid  the  friar  ;  '  his  heart  is  open  to 
God,  and  he  alone  can  judge  it.* 

^'  Pardon 
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*^  Pardon  me,*  anfwered  Monteith ; 
*  I  will  away  ;  fo  that,  if  ye  defire,  ye 
may  difcourfe  more  at  leifare.  M'Crae, 
fare  ye  well.' 

**  Noble  mafler,  I  conjure  you  flay. 
—Should  I  forfeit  my  oath,  fay,  father, 
can  the  fm  be  forgiven  ?* 

*'  If  it  be  a  jud  oath,  and  taken  for 
honed  purpofes,  I  again  conjure  thee  to 
hold  it  facred  ;  but  if  one  prompted  for 
difhonefl:  and  vile  dedgns,  tear  it  from 
thy  foul,  and  throw  thyfelf  on  the  mercy 
of  thy  Creator  ; — at  the  foot  of  the  altar, 
myfelf  and  my  brethren  will  pray  for 
thee,  and  our  fupplications  and  thy  re- 
pentance fhall  afcend  together.' 

*^  God  grant  it,'  replied  M'Crae  ; 
^  but,  father,  I  ihall,  by  the  relation, 
be  treated  as  an  impoftor ;  and  the 
noble  chief  himfelf  will  accufe  me  of 
falfehood,  and  condemn  me  to  punifh- 
ment ;  for  I  (hall  throw  (hame  on  fome 
c  2  of 
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of  the  nobleH:  blood  of  Scotland,  and 
perhaps  be  fentenced  to  the  horrors  of  a 
dungeon.' 

"  The  chief  again  attempted  to  leave 
the  hall ;  but  M'Crae  entreated  his  flay; 
while  the  friar  anfwered  :  *  The  chief, 
or  I  midake  his  charader,  is  too  jufl  to 
condemn  on  light  conjedure  ;  and  for 
the  lliame  thou  alludelt  to,  let  it  fall 
where  'tis  due :  fm  fouls  the  noblefl 
blood  as  much  as  it  doth  the  bafefl ; 
and,  fliould  even  the  arm  of  power  afTail 
thee,  fo  thou  favell  thine  own  foul,  all 
elfe  is  trivial;  for,  even  in  the  dungeon's 
gloom,  the  fpirit  of  peace  and  comfort 
fhall  hover  over  thee/ 

"  A  fecret  dread  dill  appeared  to  nn- 
prefs  the  mind  of  M'Crae. — ^  Promife 
me,  noble  maftcr,  your  pardon,'  faid 
he,  addreiling  the  chief,  *  and  alio  your 
patience;  for  I  have  a  long  flory  to 
relate.' 

"It 
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*•  It  can  be  no  avail  to  promife  thee 
pardon  for  what  I  can  have  no  intereft 
in ;  but,  however,  if  it  is  conducive  to 
thy  fatisfa£lion,  I  promife.' 

**  I  thank  you,  noble  Sir ;  I  feel  you 
will  condemn  me  for  a  liar  :  but,  by  my 
foul,  I  will  fpeak  nought  but  the  truth-/ 

**  Monteith,  who,  at  the  beginning  of 
the  dlfeourfe,  expected  only  fome  trivial 
relation  of  no  concern,  had  infenfibly 
become  interefted,  and  bade  him  begin 
.without  fear. 

**  M'Crae-  prepared  to  obey ;  but  the 
friar  prevented  him,  by  firft  drawing  the 
crofs  from  his  fide,  and  faying,  *  Be- 
hold this  facred  fymbol  of  our  everlafting 
hope;  it  is  made  of  wood  taken  from  the 
blefled  fepulchre  of  Jerufalem  ;  lay  it  to 
thy  lips,  and  fwear  to  advance  nothing 
but  truth  in  what  thou  art  about  to 
relate.' 

c  X  «  M'Crae 
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*'  M'Crae  prefTed  the  crofs  to  his  lips, 
took  the  vow,  and  entered  on  his  rela- 
tion. —  But  'tis  too  late  to  begin  it 
nov^-,"  faid  St.  Clair  ;  "  I  will  therefore 
defer  it  until  to-morrow.'' 

The  whole  party  appeared  difappointed, 
but  particularly  Randolph,  who  eagerly 
liftened  to  the  relation  ;  and,  though 
many  of  the  party  knew  the  flory  par- 
tially, not  one  had  before  heard  it  regu- 
larly or  accurately  detailed;  they,  there- 
fore, waited  the  afternoon  of  the  enfuing 
day  with  impatience ;  when  St.  Clair 
refumed  his  narrative. 
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*'  My  friends,"  fald  St.  Clair,  «  I  mufi 
now  for  a  time  continue  my  relation, 
if  not  in  the  exadt  words  of  M'Crae,  at 
leaft  to  their  purport. 

"  I  was  born,'  faid  he,  *  in  the  Ihire 
of  Caithnefs  ;  my  father  and  Katie  Law- 
tie's  were  neighbours ;  I  loved  her  from 
her  childhood,  and  I  believe  (he  did  the 
fame  by  me  ;  but  our  difpofitions  were 
different.  I  offered  to  wed  her  and  la- 
bour to  fupport  her,  as  our  fathers  had 
done  before  for  their  wives  and  families; 
but  Kaiie  would  not  liften  to  it ;'  (lie, 
forfooth,  was  for  waiting  until  we  got 
together  fome  money,  as  fhe  faid,  to 
begin  the  world  with  :  and,  one  of  her 
c  4  fillers 
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fiflers  being  engaged  to  attend  a  lady  in 
the  fouth,  no  perfuafions  could  prevent 
Katie  from  accompanying  her.  We, 
however,  fwore  to  be  true  to  each  other, 
and,  breaking  a  piece  of  filver  between 
us,  feparated. 

"  After  Katie's  departure,  I  engaged 
in  a  trading  veflel,  and  foon  became  a 
good  feaman ;  and  fucceeded  fo  far  as  to 
collect  a  fmall  fum  towards  our  future 
eftablifhment,  which  I  did  not  fail  to  in- 
fbrm  her  of  by  letter,  which  I  fent  by  a 
merchant  traveller.  On  his  return,  he 
brought  me  back  a  reply  :  fhe  congratu- 
lated me  on  my  fuccefs,  conjured  me  to 
be  diligent,  if  I  wiflied  to  gain  her  hand, 
and  finally  informed  me,  that  fhe  had 
been  fortunate  enough  to  be  engaged 
into  the  fervice  of  the  widow  of  the  chief 
Monteith,  who,  with  her  daughter,  was 
then  at  Edinburgh.' 


(( 


Mean 
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*'  Mean  you  my  mother-in-law  and 
filler  r  faid  thechiefjinterruptinglVI'Crae's 
relation. 

"  I  do,'  anfwered  he  ;  *  you,  noble 

mafier,  was  then   in  the  Holy  Land ; 

"your  father  had  been  dead  fome  years  ; 

and  the  dame  and  the  Lady  Mariam 

v¥ere  for  the  firft  time  in  the  city. 

^'  From  this  period,  I  often  heard 
news  of  Katie  by,  various  meiTengers ; 
and  alfo  that  the  Lady  Monteith  was 
dead ;  and  that  her  daughter  frill  re- 
mained at  Edinburgh. 

"  Thus  palTed  four  years  -,  when,  to  my 
great  furprife,  I  received  a  letter  from 
Katie  by  an  efpecial  mefienger  ;  it  v;as 
to  prefs  me  to  come  immediately  to  the 
city  to  efpoufe  her,  as  |{he  had  hopes  of 
procuring  the  means  of  fixing  us  com- 
fortably for  life. 

"  ThouQ-h  much  aftonifhed  at  this  let- 

ter,  I  inftantly    obeyed    the  requefl;    it 

conv'cyed,  and   that  too  with  a  joyful 

c  5  heart; 
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heart ;  for  I  loved  the  maiden :  and,  re- 
turning back  with  the  meflenger,  he 
conduced  me  to  a  lone  houfe  in  the 
fuburbs  of  the  city  ;  where  I  had  not  re- 
mained long  before  Katie  joined  me; 
but,  by  St.  Mary,  fo  fine  a  lady  that 
I  fcarcely  knew  her.  We  were,  how- 
ever, glad  to  fee  each  other  *,  and,  among 
more  news,  (he  informed  me,  that  her 
young  lady  was  to  be  married  to  the  Lord 
of  Rofkelyn,  on  his  return  from  France, 
where  fome  months  before  he  had  at- 
tended an  embafly. 

"  Not  to  weary  you,  we  were  wedded; 
and,  foon  after,  Katie  began  to  be  com- 
municative ;  ihe,  however,  firll  fworc 
me  to  fecrecy,  and  then  informed  me, 
that,  if  I  ftridly  cbferved  her  injunc- 
tions, our  fortune  would  be  made. 
Alas !  I  fear  to  continue ;  for  you  will 
doubt  my  truth  j  yet  it  is  of  no  advan- 
tage to  me  to  lie.* 

"The 
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*^'  The  chief  bade  him  continue  with- 
out dread ;  and,  after  fome  hefitation, 
he  refumed  his  narrative. 

"  Katie  at  length  informed  me  that 
the  Lady  Mariam  was  pregnant ' 

"  Hell  and  deftru6lion !'  interrupted 
the  chief,  '  this  is  too  much  5  thou  falfe 
villain,  I  will  tear  the  lie  from  thy  per- 
jured heart :  not  a  maid  in  all  Scotland 
was  more  highly  prized  for  beauty  than 
my  filler,  and  her  chaftity  more  than 
equalled  her  bodily  endowments.' 

"  M'Crae  trembled;  but  friar  Thomas^ 
reaffured  him.  ^  I  pray  you,  peace  and 
patience,'  faid  he,  addrefling  the  chief; 
'"  lee  the  man  relate  his  ftc  ry  ;  fhould  it 
prove  falfe,  rage  can  come  hereafter :  re- 
colled,  he  is  before  the  Searcher  of  all^ 
hearts;  fhould  he  fpeak  truth,  and  his 
veracity  be  hereafter  acknowleged,  how 
will  you  blufli  for  having  been  thus 
hafty/ 

c6  "The 
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*'  The  chief  made  no  reply ;  and  the 
friar  requefted  M'Crae  to  continue. 

"  Katie  faid,  the  Lady  Marlam  had 
long  been  courted  by  the  Lord  Rofke- 
lyn ;  that  their  marriage  had  only  been 
delayed  by  her  mother's  death  ;  and,  in 
the  intervening  time,  he  had  been  or- 
dered to  France  on  a  fecret  commifTion, 
which  could  not  be  refufed  without  dlf- 
honour; — that,  after  his  departure,  the 
Lady  Mariam  had  found  herfelf  with 
child,  and,  diftraded  with  grief  and 
ihame,  had  vowed  to  deftroy  herfelf 
rather  than  outlive  the  difgracc.  '  And 
now,  M'Crae,'  added  Katie,  *  you 
fhall  hear  what  is  expeded  from  us. 
In  little  more  than  a  month,  the  pains 
of  childbirth  will  fall  on  my  mif- 
trefs  ;  before  which  time,  (he  will  haften 
here,  where  all  can  be  tranfaded  with 
fecrecy  ;  and  (he  can,  as  fpeedily  as  pof- 

fible, 
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fible,  be  conveyed  back  to  her  own 
dwelling.' — 

*'  Though  I  believe  not  a  fyllable  of 
this  tale,'  again  interrupted  the  chief, 
*  fay,  canfl  thou  tell  me  where  was 
fituated  the  dwelling  of  my  fifter  Mariam 
at  that  time?' 

«'  It  was,'  replied  M'Crae,  *  on  the 
left  fide  the  Holyrood  Houfe ;  an  avenue 
of  trees  led  to  the  dwelling,  which  was 
fmall,  and  had  been  purpolely  hired  for 
the  Lady  Mariam's  mother,  -who  came 
to  the  city  on  purpofe  to  confuk  the 
pbyficians.' 

*•'  So  far,'  anfwered  the  chief,  '  thou 
art  rightly  informed,  as  I  have  heard  it 
defcribed  : — go  on." 

"  Kaiie,'  refumed  M^Crae,  *  then 
related  to  me  all  the  arrangements  they 
had  made,  and  concluded  by  laying, 
'  The  difgiace,  if  any,  M'Crae,  muft  be 
mine  j   for  we  muft  acknowledge   the 

child. 
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child.  Thou  art  totally  unknown  in  the" 
city,  and,  whether  thou  camelt  yefterday 
or  a  twelvemonth  back,  no  one  will 
take  the  pains  to  inquire.' 

"  I  now  perfcclly  underftood  why  I 
had  been  fo  haftily  fent  for,  and  found 
interefl:  rather  than  love  had  been  Katie's 
motive  ;  I,  however,  confented  to  all  Ihe 
propofed. 

"  In  the  courfe  of  a  few  days  fhe  en- 
tirely  relinquifhed  her  attendance  at  the* 
Lady  Mariam's,  where  Ihe  had  before 
gone  daily  ;  and  I  was  fent  thither  to  fay 
fhe  was  confined  by  illnefs ;  this  mef- 
fage  fhe  ordered  me  to  deliver  to  the 
domeilics,  for  them  to  repeat  to  their 
miftrefs.  I  did  as  I  was  defired ;  and, 
in  return,  was  ordered  to  attend  the 
lady.  On  my  admittance,  I  repeated 
what  I  was  told  ;  to  which  flie  aniwered 
with  great  kindnefs,  that  flie  would  fee 
my  wife  herfelf  in  the  couife  of  the  day  ; 

gave 
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gave  rae  at  the  fame  time  a  demy,  and 
defired  that  (he  might  want  for  no  care. 
I  at  this  vifit  particularly  noticed  the 
perfon  of  the  Lady  Mariam  ;  her  fea- 
tures were  noble  and  commanding,  and 
her  port  fo  tall  and  dignified,  that  the 
enlargement  of  her  fhape  m.ight  have 
efcaped  a  keener  obferver  than  myfelf, 
particularly  as  (he  wore  a  long  loofe 
robe,  which  fell  from  her  flioulders  to 
her  feet. 

"  True  to  her  word,  fhe  came  to  fee 
Katie  daily,  frequently  difmifling  her  at- 
tendants, and  flaying  for  hours.  At 
length  the  expeded  time  arrived.:  fhe 
came  one  morning  more  early  than 
ufual,  and,  as  1  fhould  conjedure,  in 
great  bodily  pain ;  of  which,  however, 
file  fhewed  no  fign  while  difmifling  her 
attendants,  whom  flie  ordered  to  return 
at  noon. 
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•*  She  retired  immediately  to  bed  ; 
the  chamber  was  darkened,  and  I  was 
fent  to  a  diftant  part  of  the  town  for  a 
midwife ;  to  whom  Katie  told  me  to  fay 
my  wife  was  in  labour.  I  did  fo,  and 
fhe  accompanied  me  home.  In  about 
three  hours  I  heard  a  boy  was  born  ; 
when,  according  to  the  inflru^lions  I  had 
received,  I  gave  the  good  wife  a  piece  of 
money,  and  difmifled  her. 

"  On  the  return  of  the  Lady  Mariam's 
domeftics,  Katie,  with  feigned  forrow, 
informed  them,  that  her  dear  miftrefs 
had  been  fuddenly  taken  ill,  and  had 
laid  down  on  her  poor  bed,  where  (he 
wifhed  to  remain  quiet  for  a  few  hours  ; 
then  defired  they  would  return  again  in 
the  evening ;  and  for  the  prefent  dif- 
mifled  them. 

**  In  the  mean  time,  the  child  was 
carefully  removed  out  of  fight,  into  a- 
loft   above  the  chamber,    and   where, 

though 
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though  I  handled  him  roughly,  I  was 
chief  nurfe.  By  my  faith,  he  was  a  brave 
boy,  and,  as  I  held  him,  his  little  hands 
clafping  my  fingers,  and  his  black  eyes 
fixed  on  my  face,  I  could  not  help  faying 
*  there  was  a  thoufand  times  more  fm 
in  denying  fuch  a  lad,  than  ia  begetting 
him.* 

*'  The  chief,  who  evidently  llftened 
with  forced  compofure  to  M'Crae's  rela- 
tion, here  again  interrupted  him.  •  For 
what  purpofe  thou  haft  fabricated  this 
tale  I  know  not ;  bat  of  that  hereafter. 
What,  I  pray  thee,  became  of  this  won- 
derful child,  this  begotten  of  thine  own 
•-  brain  ?* 

"  So  may  my  foul  remain  for  ever  in 
peace  or  mifery,  if  you  fee  him  not  in 
St-  Clair  1'  replied  M*Crae. 

'*  The  pried  crofled  himfelf ;  the  chief 
flatted  ;  but,  inflantly  recovering  him- 
felf, he  replied,  with  a  fmile  of  con- 
tempt  and  incredulity,  <  By  my  foul, 

M'Crae, 
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M'Cme,  thoa  art  an  irigeniotis'- fd-- 
low  ;  I  could  not  have  thought  that  thou 
poflefled  fuch  inventive  facuhies  ;  but, 
in  this  cafe  they  are  mifemployed.  I  con- 
fefs  I  was  inclined  to  love  and  favour 
thy  fon  ;  but  thy  anxiety  to  make  him 
mine,  by  tranfplanting  him  into  my  fa- 
mily by  the  difhonour  of  my  fifter,  hath 
dedroyed  the  iliufion  ;  thou  needeft 
therefore  proceed  no  farther,  1  have 
heard  enough.' 

"  Not  fo/  replied  father  Thoma?, 
*  I  pray  you  hear  all.' 

"  As  you  pleafe.  Proceed,  M'Crae  ; 
thou  liefl  with  the  effrontery  of  a  cour- 
tier, and  that  too  without  blufhing.* 

*'  M'Ci^ae  hefitated  ;  but  the  injunc- 
tlons  of  the  friar  at  length  encouraged 
him  to  proceed. 

"  In  the  evening,  the  domeftics  were 
again  told,  that  the  Lady  Mariani 
was  dill  fick,  but  ordered  to   procure 
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a  covered  Ktter  to  carry  her  home ; 
Vv'hich  was  accordingly  done  at  a  late 
hour,  Katie  attending  her  ;  and  leaving 
the  babe  to  me,  faying,  all  that  would 
be  necefiary  till  her  return  would  be  to 
give  it  milk,  which  fhe  left  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  During  her  abfence,  I  fed  the 
child ;  after  which  he  flept  very  quietly 
in  my  arms  -,  and,  may  I  never  fee  Hea- 
ven, if  I  did  not  from  that  night  love 
him  !' 

*'  At  an  early  hour  fhe  returned,  and 
paid  more  minute  attention  to  him  than 
I  was  capable  of:  but,  before  noon,  fhe 
again 'vifited  her  lady^  who  acted  her 
part  fo  well,  that  her  real  fituation  was 
never  fufpefted.  Noble  mafter,'  conti- 
nued M*Grae,  ^  I  fee  you  hften  with 
impatience  j  but  I  fhall  foon  conclude. 
About  fourteen  days  after,  during  which 
period  Katie  had  attended  her  miftrefs 
fome  hours  every  day,  fhe  returned  one 

evening 
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evening  In  high  -  fplrits :  * 'TIs  true^ 
M'Crae/  faid  ihe,  '  we  have  gotten  a 
boy  rather  early  afteriourmarrlage,  but 
we  have  alfo  gotten  wherewithal  to  fup- 
port  him  ;  and  all  that  is  now  required 
of  uSj  is  immediately  to  repair  to  a  good 
diftance,  where  we  may  lay  out  cur  ac- 
quiremeiits  to  the  beft  advantage.'  So 
fpeaking,  fhe  drew  forth  a  well  furnifhed 
purfc,  and,  giving  it  into  my  hands, 
faid,  *  I  have  not  only  this  for  the  pre- 
fent,  but  alfo  a  promife  of  more  in  fu- 
ture ;  we  muft,  however,  away  5  for  my 
miftrefs's  fears  diflrad  her,  left  this 
bufinefs  fhould  be  by  any  means  difco- 
vered.' 

"  Why  furely,'  replied  I,  *  (he  doth 
not  mean  to  give  up  the  child  for  ever.' 

"  Marry,  but  flie  doth,*  replied  Katie, 
*  and  what  is  that  to  thee,  as  long  as 
thou  art  well  paid  ?  and  of  that  there  is 
no  doubt,  for  her  own  fake/ 

*•  Nay,. 
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"  Nay,  bur  Kane/  fald  I,  '  on  the 
Lord  of  Rofkelyu's  return,  he  will  mofl 
probably  wed  her.* 

"  Doubtlefs  he  will  ;  but  you  know 
little  of  th€  Lady  Mariani :  not  more 
famed  for  beauty  than  for  chaflity,  fhe 
would  fooner  die  than  yield  up  the  repu- 
tation of  either  ;  therefore  this  boy  will 
never  be  acknowledged.' 

"  Now,  the  Devil  take  me  quick,' 
returned  I,  '  if  I  was  the  Lord  of  Rof- 
kelyn,  if  I  would  wed  fuch  a  woman, 
if,  added  to  her  beauty,  (lie  were  princefs 
of  Scotland.  What,  give  up  her  child ! 
a  curfe  on  fuch  mothers  1' 

"  More  difcourfe  paffed  ;  but  the  re- 
fult  was,  that  three  days  after,  we  left 
the  city,  the  child  being  firft  baptized  as 
my  fon,  and  the  Lady  Mariam  never 
once  feeing  him  before  our  departure. 

"  We  travelled  by  eafy  journeys  into 
Invernefsfhire,  where,  after  fome  (lay, 
I  purchafed  a  fmall  vefTel  that  lay  on 
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the  coafi,  as  a  fea-faring  life  was  mod 
agreeable  to  my  wifhes.     In  this  veflel  I 
went  to  Lewes,  where  I  afterwards  fixed, 
with  the  approbation  of  my  wife,   who 
liked  the  fituation,  as  (he  was  more  re- 
fpedfully  treated  there  than  (he  would 
have  been  in   the  Highlands.     By  va- 
rious means,  we  frequently  heard  of  the 
LadyMariam(foon  after5Lady  Roikelyn); 
w^ho  never  failed  to  fend  us  a  good  pre- 
fent  every  year  or  two ;  and  this  conti- 
nued   till  you,  noble  mailer,  came  to 
Lewes.' 

''  And  now,  I  conclude,  thou  hafl 
done,'  faid  the  chief ;  '  'tis  a  well  con- 
ne6led  (lory,  to  be  fure,  and  I  give  thee 
all  due  credit  for  thy  invention.* 

"  I  have  not  yet  done,'  replied 
M'Crae ;  *  what  I  have  more  to  re- 
late may  make  you  in  fome  meafure  re- 
tract your  opinion  of  my  falfehood. 
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My  wife  was  vexed  that  you,  Sir, 
were  our  gueft  ;  flie  feared  a  difcovery  ; 
but  I  thought  that  impoiTible ;  yet, 
"when  1  faw  the  fancy  you  took  to  the 
boy,  I  could  not  help  judging  the  hand 
^f  Providence  was  in  it.  We  trembled 
to  let  him  go  with  you,  but  did  not  dare 
refufe  :  and  here  he  met  the  Lady  Rof- 
kelyn.' — 

''  He  did  fo,'  replied  the  chief;  *  and, 
were  it  only  from  her  condu6l  towards 
him  here,  I  am  convinced  that  there  is 
no  affinity  of  blood  between  them ;  for 
flie  viewed  him  with  particular  diilike.' 

**  Alas !'  anfwered  the  friar,  *  that  is 
no  proof;  few  people  love  thofe  they 
have  grofsly  injured/ 

"  The  meflenger  that  you  was  pleafed 
to  fend,*  returned  M'Crae,  '  filled  both 
my  wife  and  felf  with  the  men:  diftrac-. 
ting  anxiety,  as  we  feared  that,  at  the 
caftle  of  Monteith,  St.  Clair  might  meet 

his 
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his  mother,  to  whom,  though  his  perfcn 
would  be  unknown,  the  name  of  St. 
Clair  M'Crae  would  not  fail  to  difcover 
him.  In  this  dilemma  were  we,  uncer- 
tain how  to  a6i',  when,  about  a  month 
fmce,  we  received  a  letter  from  Lady 
Rofkelyn,  by  a  velfel  that  touched  at 
Lewes,  and  which  had  failed  from  Glaf- 
gow  for  Bergen  in  Norway.' 

"  Have  ye  that  letter?"  haflily  re- 
turned the  chief. 

''  I  have/  replied  M  Crae ;  '  it  may 
give  me  a  credit  you  deny  my  words  :' 
fo  faying,  he  drew  it  from  his  pocket, 
and  prefented  it  to  Monteith. 

"  The  chief's  face  flufhed  with  a  deep 
crimfon  on  viewing  the  hand- writing ; 
which,  on  perufmg,  he  found  as  follows : 

"  Katie  M^Crae, 
"  I  judged  that  my  kindnefs  and  libe- 
rality to  you  for  fo  many  years  had  fe- 
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cured  your  friendfliip  and  obfervance ; 

tf  fo,  whence  comes  it  that  I  find  the 

boy  St.  Clair  at  the  caftle  of  Monteith  ? 

If  you  value  my  future  favour,  fend  your 

huiband  immediately  to  fetch  him  home; 

no  man  has  a  right  to  detain  the  fon  of 

another.  If  you  have  the  will,  you  cannot 

fail  of  the  means  to  obey  me ;  which 

if  you  do  not,  we  are  henceforward 

ftrangers. 

«  M.  R. 

"  If  I  find  you  obfervant,  you  fhall 
hear  from  me  fpeedily.* 

*'  The  chief  laid  down  the  letter,  and 
calmly  defired  M'^Crae  to  proceed,  if  he 
had  aught  elfe  to  relate. 

"  M'Crae  replied,  that,  on  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  letter,  he  had  a  fevere  dif- 
pute  with  his  wife,  who  accufed  him  of 
being  the  fole  caufe  of  Lady  Rolkelyn's 
anger ;  and  infilled  on  his  immediately 
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fetching  St.  Clair  home. — ^  And  now^ 
noble  mafter,'  added  he,  '  though  you 
have  acculed  me  of  falfehood  and  feek- 
ing  to  impofe  St.  Clair  on  you,  I  declare 
before  God,  that  I  am  innocent  of 
both  :  your  kind  and  noble  offers  flung 
me  to  the  heart,  fori  was  confcious  how- 
little  I  deferred  them ;  yet,  but  for  the 
admonitions  of  this  holy  friar,  I  fhould 
have  ftill  concealed  the  fecret  in  my  own 
bofom.  I  feek  not,  nor  wifh  reward ; 
my  wife  will  daily  upbraid  me ;  Lady 
Rofkelyn  will  perhaps  purfue  me  to  de- 
ftruction ;  but  I  have  done  my  duty, 
and  that  mufl  be  my  confolation.* 

"  M'Crae,'  replied  the  chief,  '  I  am 
loft  in  perplexity,  but  will,  if  pofhble, 
fearch  this  bufmefs  to  the  bottom  ;  if 
thou  haft  dealt  falfely  by  me,  look  to 
the  Gonfequence ;  if  thou  haft  not,  thy 
fortune  I  take  upon  myfelf.  For  the 
prefent,  if  thou  valueft  my  friendfhip, 

keep 
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keep  all  fecret  from  St.  Clair,  and  remain 
for  fome  days  at  the  caftie.* 

*'  M'Crae  promifed  obedience;  and, 
foon  after,  the  chief  difmilTed  hiai  to  re- 
pofe  after  his  journey* 
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CHAP.    HI- 

"  Atter    M'Crae's    departure,     the 

ftrange  ftory  he  had  related  furnifhed  a 

long  converfation  for  the  chief  and  father 

Thomas  ;  the  latter  appeared  inclined  to 

give  entire  credit  to  the  relation ;  the 

former,  on  the  contrary,  had  it  not  been 

for  the  letter,  v^ould  have  difbeheved  the 

whole ;  but  that  circumftance  was  too 

ftrong  to  be  overlooked ;  for,  without 

fome  powerful  motive,  why  fliould  fo 

inf.gnificant  an  objeft  as  the  boy  St. 

Clair    interell    the  proud  and  lughly 

placed  Lady  Rolkelyn  ? 

"  By  my  foul  and  honour  I  will  be 
fatisfied,'  faid  the  chief;  '  ftould 
M'Crae  fpeak  true,  the  levity  of  my 
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fifter  IS  the  leaft  of  her  guilt :  to  caft  ofF 
her  child,  and  doom  him  to  a  life  of 
meannefs,  with  the  loweft  hinds ;  to  bar 
him  from  his  birth-right  to  conceal  her 
©wn  ihame ;  out  upon  her  1  I  grieve  to 
think  (he  partakes  of  my  father's  blood/ 
"  His  birth  proved/ — replied  the  friar, 
*  —as  no  juft  caufe  prevented  the  mar- 
riage of  the  parties,  he  is  the  lawful 
heir  of  the  houfe  of  Rofkelyn  *. 

"  True  f 

*  Children  born  out  of  wedlock,  (called  natural 
children,  or  baftards,)  by  the  law  of  Scotland, 
may  be  nnade  legitimate  or  lawful,  by  the  fuble- 
quent  intermarriage  of  the  mother  of  the  child 
with  the  father ;  and  this  fort  of  legitimation  en- 
titles the  child  to  all  the  rights  of  lawful  children  ; 
the  fubfequent  marriage,  thus  producing  legiti- 
mation, being  confidered,  by  a  fidion  of  the  law, 
to  have  been  entered  into  when  the  child  was  be- 
gotten :  and  hence,  if  he  be  a  male,  he  excludes, 
by  his  right  of  primogeniture,  the  fons  procreated 
after  the  marriage,  from  the  fucceffion  of  the  fa- 
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*'  True ,'  but  I  cannot  as  yet  fix  an 
implicit  belief  on  the  tale ;  however, 
while  I  detain  M'Crae  here,  do  thou 
haflen  to  the  ifland,  acquaint  his  wife  of 
tjie  di-fcovery,  but  let  her  not  know  by 
whom  it  was  made ;  from  tier  behaviour 
we  fliall  be  the  better  enabled  to  judge/ 

**  In  the  interval  of  the  father's  ab- 
fcnce,  according  to  the  orders  of  the 
chief,  M*Crae  remained  at  the  caftle,  and 
behaved  to  roe  as  ufual.  I  remarked, 
however,  a  change  in  the  condu6l  of  the 
chief,  not  that  he  was  lefs  kind  to  me 
than  before,  but  he  was  more  thoughtful, 
and  appeared  at  times  to  confider  my 

ther*s  heritage,  though  the  fons  were  lawful  chil- 
dren from  the  birth.  Hence,  alfo,  thofe  children 
only  can  be  thus  legitimated,  who  arc  begotten  of 
a  wonnan  whom  the  father  might  at  that  period 
have  lawfully  married.  Erjline^s  Irjiilutes  of  the 
I^atv  of  ScothT:d. 
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perfon  with  the  mofl:  fixed  attention. 
One  day,  being  with  him  in  rhe  gallery 
where  the  portraits  of  his  anceftors  were 
hung,  he  particularly  placed  me  by  that 
of  his  father,  and,  after  a  few  moments 
confideration,  exclaimed,  ilriking  his 
forehead, '  By  Heaven,  'tis  almoft  proof  1* 
"  On  the  return  of  father  Thomas, 
he  had  a  long  conference  with  the  chief, . 
whom  he  informed,  that  he  had  accufed 
Katie  M'Crae  with  fecreting  the  heir  of 
a  noble  family,  and  threatened  her  with 
the  weight  of  the  law,  and  the  anathema 
of  the  church,  unlefs,  by  a  full  difcio^ 
fure  of  all  fhe  knew,  fhe  faved  herfelf 
from  the  penalty.  Katie,  however,  en- 
dured the  conteft,  and  continued  firm 
to  the  intereft  of  the  Lady  Rofkelyn, 
without  fuffering  a  word  to  efcape  her 
that  could  corroborate  the  teflimony  of 
M'Crae  ;  but  on  the  father,  as  the  con- 
clufiye  (troke,  infifting  on  her  fwearing 
i^  4        .  by 
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by  the  blefTed  crofs,  which  he  tendered 
to  her,  file  hefitated,  and  would  have 
declined  the  oath.  The  father's  fufpi- 
cions  confirmed  by  the  refufal,  he  in- 
fixed more  peremptorily  on  her  com- 
pliance, on  pain  of  being  forced  to  ac- 
company him  to  the  caftle  of  Monteith, 
and  there,  before  the  chief  and  the  Lord 
and  Lady  Rofkelyn,  be  obliged,  by  the 
authority  of  the  church,  to  take  the  oath 
required,  Katie,  thus  prelTed,  had  no 
lubterfuge  remaining,  but  threw  herfelf 
at  the  feet  of  the  friar,  not  only  confirm- 
Jng  all  that  M*Crae  had  before  ad- 
vanced, by  her  verbal  teftimony,  but 
alfo  by  the  oath  required.  In  farther 
corroboration,  (he  likewife  produced  fe- 
veral  letters  from  the  countefs,  in  all 
of  which  the  boy  St.  Clair  was  men- 
tioned, though  none  of  them  particu- 
larly entered  into  the  fubjedt. 
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«  This  relation  nearly  obliterated  all 
doubt  from  the  mind  of  the  chief;  yet, 
flill  unwilling  to  confider  his  fifter  in  fo 
odious  a  point  of  view,  he  ordered  me 
to  prepare  to  attend  him  to  Rolkelyn. 

**  Though  I  was  ignorant  of  the  rea- 
fon,  I  obeyed  with  pleafure ;  and,  with^ 
fome  few-  domeftics,  we  travelled  to  the 
caftle. 

"  The  family  were  abfent  on^  an  ex- 
curfion  of  pleafure,  and  we  waited  three 
days  for  their  return,  when  the  Lord 
Rofkelyn  firft  arrived.  He  w^as  a  weak 
but  an  honed  man,  and,  left  to  the  dic- 
tates of  his  own  heart,  would,  I  have  no 
doubt,  have  aded  uprightly ;  but,  the 
infatuated  flave  of  his  wife,  her  fuperior 
art  moulded  him  at  will. 

"  The  diflenfion  that  had  taken  place 
two  months  before  at  the  caftle  of  M  »n» 
teith,  made  a  vifit  unexpedcd  ;  and  the 
D  5  chief- 
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chief  was  received  with  uncommon  fatif- 
fadion. 

"  Dining  alone  in  the  hall  with  the  earl, 
and  the  repaft  ended  ;  as  they  pledged 
each  other  in  repeated  goblets,  the  chief 
began  a  difcourfe  concerning  the  em- 
baiTy  in  which  the  Lord  of  Rofkelyn 
had  been  engaged  to  France  prior  to  his 
marriage  ;  from  which,  reverting  to  the 
Lady  Roflielyn,  he  faid  :  '  My  filler, 
at  that  period,  was  very  young  ;  the 
deaih  of  my  mother-in-law,  and  my  ab- 
fence,  left  her  under  too  little  reftraint  ; 
human  nature  is  frail :  however,  Rof- 
kelyn, thou  wert  an  honourable  fellow, 
and  a6lcd  as  every  honed  man  (hould  oa 
fuch  an  occafion.' 

"  The  earl  blufhed  deeply.  '  To  be 
the  brother  of  the  brave  Monteith  was 
my  utmoft  ambition,'  anfwered  he  ; 
*  and,  believe  me,  the  vexation  I  fuffered 

from 
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from  my  protra£led  ftay  filled  me  witfi 
the  utmofl:  anxiety.' 

"  It  was  indeed  vexatious/  replied 
the  chief,  regarding  the  earl's  words  as 
in  fome  degree  a  confirmation  of  his 
fufpicions;  *  more  efpecially  as  it  fub- 
jeded  your  firft-born  to  injuftice.* 

"  Rofkelyn  ftarted,  and  appeared  co- 
vered with  confufion ;  he  had,  however, 
too  much  honour,  or  too  little  art  to 
deny  what,  by  the  chief's  words,  he  ap- 
peared fo  well  acquainted,  with  ;  and, 
after  a  momentary  hefitation,  replied : 
*  Dear  brother,  this  is  an  unpleafant 
fubjed  to  be  renewed  after  fo  many 
years,  and  for  which  I  have  made  evel-y 
atonement  in  my  power.' 

"  Yes,  to  my  fifter ;  but  to  your  un- 
offending boy  fomething  is  furely  due.' 

*'  Monteith,'  replied  the  earl,  '  where 

you  procured  this  information  I  know 

not,  but  be  affured  it  is  mixed  with 
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falfehood.  The  unhappy  chrid  died  as 
foon  as  born ;  in  which  cafe,  common 
prudence  di6>ated  concealmenr.* 

"  Rofkf  lyn's  manner  convinced  the 
chief  he  had  been  abufed,  and  he  was 
on  the  point  of  undeceiving  him,  when 
a  noife  of  horfes  was  heard  in  the  court; 
and,  the  moment  after,  Lady  Rofkelyn 
entered.     Surprifed,  though  rejoiced  to 
fee  her  brother,  particularly  as  flie  fup- 
pofed    me   returned  with   M'Crae,  fhe 
gave  him  a  hearty  welcome :  but  her 
fatisfadion  was  of  (hort  duration ;  for, 
adJrefling  her,  he  continued  the  fubjeft, 
faying; — '  A  bufmcfs  of  the  utmoft  con- 
fequence  brought  me  hither ;  no  lefs, 
filler,  than  the  right  of  your  fon,  St. 
Clair.     Human  nature  is  fallible,  and 
fhame,  to  a  noble  mind,  is  worfe  than 
death  ;  yet,  Mariam,  even  thefe  confi- 
derations  muft  not  render  us  unjuft,  or 
regardlefs    of  the  mod  facred  duties. 

Nay, 
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Nay,  fhrink  not ;  I  feel  too  much  for 
you,  to  add  reproach  to  your  own  feel- 
ings. Do  juftice  even  now,  and  be- 
hold, among  the  firft  of  your  vindrca- 
tors,  Monteith ;  and,  by  my  foul,  the 
man  that  dares  but  to  wag  his  finger  in 
fcorn,  (hall  either  take  or  lofe  a  life* 

"  The  internal  druggies  of  the  Lady 
Rolkelyn,  thus  taken  by  furprife,  were 
too  great  to  fufFer  her  to  articulate ;  (he 
funk  on  the  bofom  of  her  lord,  and 
concealed  her  face. 

"  Brother,'  faid  Rofkelyn,  '  have 
mercy  ♦,  you  are  indeed  mifinformed.* 

'*  I  am  not  mifmformed,'  replied  the 
chief;  '  the  flrong  and  haughty  mind  of 
Mariam  would  not  fmk*thus  under  falfe- 
hood.  Come,  come,  my  filter,  ftep 
over  falfe  Ihame,  and  be  truly  a  mo« 
ther ;  the  laws  of  your  country  are  on 
your  fide,  thofe  of  God  and  juftice  on 
that  of  your  child  :— let  the  world  fay 

that. 
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that,  in  an  unguarded  moment,  you 
forgot  what  was  due  to  yourfelf;  but 
never  fufFer  them  to  fay,  you  poirefled  fo 
little  nature  as  to  abandon  your  infant.' 

"  Lady  Rofkelyn  did  not  raife  her 
head,  but,  in  a  low  voice,  faid  to  her 
hufband",  '  Lead  me  forth,  I  pray  you  ; 
I  will  talk  with  my  brother  to-morrow.* 

"  The  chief  was  ever  of  opinion  that, 
had  the  difcovery  been  then  purlued,  (he 
would  have  made  an  ample  confeflion  ; 
but  the  tendernefs  of  her  huflDand,  and 
the  lenity  of  her  brother,  fpared  her ; 
and  fhe  was^  conduiEled  to  her  chamber. 
Would  you  believe  that  this  artful  and 
unprincipled  woman,  when  recovered 
from  her  firfl  furprife,  abfolutely  denied 
any  knowledge  of  the  bufmefs,  farther 
than  (he  declared  that  the  chief's  par- 
tiality for  the  boy  St,  Clair  had  induced 
his  parents  to  fabricate  what  fhe  ftyled 
fo  infamous  a  lie,  in  order  to  ingratiate 

him 


him  flill  more ;  that,  in  regard  to  the 
letters  that  had  palfed  between  her  and 
Katie  M'Crae,  they  only  tended  to  de- 
note a  miftaken  prediieclion  towards  an 
undeferving  and  ungrateful  objedl !  and 
that  her  lad,  which  ordered  my  return 
home,  was  alone  dictated  by  prudential 
motives,  which  induced  her  not  to 
calmly  endure  the  profpecl  oi  the  edate, 
belonging  to  her  houfe,  being  lavifhed 
on  a  llranger  ? 

"  The  pliant  Rofkelyn  yielded  credit 
to  his  wife's  proteftations.  He  was  well 
aware  of  her  being  pregnant  while  he 
was  in  France ;  but,  that  the  infant  had 
died  in  its  birth,  he  implicitly  trufted  to 
her  affeverations : — not  fo  the  chief;  he 
faw  through  the  duplicity,  and  much 
family  contention  enfued,  but  which 
was  produdive  of  nothing  but  an  ever- 
lading  difunion  between  the  parties. 
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"  In  the  firll  effervefcence  occafioned 
by  this  rupture,  the  chief  purpofed  to 
brave  the  (hame  of  the  world,  and  de^ 
clare  his  filter's,  difgrace  and  inhuma- 
nity ;  but  a  Ihort  refledlion  altered  his 
determination,  and  made  him  refolve  on 
filence. 

*'  A  family  renowned  for  centuries 
for  the  honour  of  its  males,  and  the 
chaftity  of  its  females,  to  be  thus  at  once 
contaminated  with  levity  and  unprece- 
dented barbarity,  was  too  much  to  think 
of  with  patience,  and  at  length  made 
him  devife  a  new  expedient. 

"  He  immediately  left  the  caftle,  and, 
hiring  apartments  in  the  city,  aflumed  a 
condud  that,  however  flattering  to  me, 
he  did  not  then  explain.  I  ate  at  the 
fame  table,  accompanied  him  wherever 
he  went,  and,  to  complete  my  fatisfac- 
tion,  the  name  of  St.  Clair  M^Crae  was 
changed  to  that  of  St.  Clair  Mbnteith. 

"  King 
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"  King  James  the  Firft  was  at  that 
period  a  captive  in  England,  and  the 
government  of  Scotland  in  the  hands  of 
Robert  Duke  of  Albany.  One  public 
day  of  audience,  I  accompanied  the  chief 
to  the  court,  and  was  not  a  little  fur- 
prifed  when  ordered  to  attend  him  into 
the  prefence  chamber.  The  venerable 
Duke  of  Albany  was  feated  on  a  chair  of 
ftate ;  but,  at  fight  of  the  chief,  imme- 
diately called  him  forward  :  '  Monteith,' 
faid  he,  '  thou  art  welcome ;  I  never 
expelled  to  fee  thee  more ;  fay,  how  can 
we  bribe  thee  to  vifit  us  fometimes  ? — a 
man  like  me,  at  the  clofe  of  life,  wilhes 
to  fee  his  friends  about  him.* 

"  Gracious  Sir,'  replied  Monteithv 
*  your  words,  while  they  reproach  my 
neglecl,  are  ftill  mod  flattering  to  me  ^ 
and,  believe  me,  that,  howtiver  negligent 
in  form,  my  duty  to  the  Duke  of  Al- 
bany hath  never  flept  y  and,  fhould  he 
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Heed  an  arm  or  a  life,  no  man  in  Scot- 
land fnall  be  more  ready  in  his  caufe 
than  Monteith.* 

*'  I  beHeve  thee/  replied  the  duke, 
*  and  from  no  man  in  Scotland  v/ould  I 
fooner  claim  the  promife ;  fo  far  then 
we  are  equal ;  but  what  lad  haft  thou 
there  ?'  for,  unacquainted  with  forms,  I 
had  advanced  with  him.  *  In  faith,' 
continued  he,  '  he  is  thine  own  ;  for  he 
hath  the  port,  the  complexion,  and  the 
eyes  of  a  Monteith.' 

"  My  noble  lord,  you  have  judged 
too  haftily.  A  true  foldier  of  the  crofs, 
I  never  was  a  father  ;  this  boy,  the  inno- 
cent victim  of  a  cruel  mother  and  of  a 
weak  father,  I  wifh  to  appropriate  to 
myfelf ;  and,  as  I  think  he  poflefTes  the 
feeds  of  probity  and  valour,  at  prefent 
to  give  him  my  own  name,  and,  at  my 
death,  my  fortune  j  provided  your  con- 
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fent  can  be  obtained  to  confirm  and 
fandion  the  dted,' 

*'  The  duke  appeared  aftonifhed  ;  but, 
in  truth,  he  was  not  more  fo  than  my» 
felf ;  and,  regardlefs  of  the  prefence  in 
which  I  flood,  I  exclaimed, — '  O  my 
noble  mafter,  fooner  would  I  give  up  the 
fatisfadlion  of  ever  feeing  you  more,  ra- 
ther than  fee  you  dead,  though  the 
wealth  of  nations  fhould  be  my  portion  1* 

"  The  chief  fmiled  at  my  earneflnefs, 
and  bade  me  peace.  The  duke  replied, 
•  Is  this  a  hafty  refolution,  Monteith  ? 
If  it  be,  give  it  a  fecond  confideration ; 
you  cannot  adopt  this  youth  without 
injuring  your  neareft  ties  of  blood.  You 
muft,  however,  pafs  this  evening  with 
me,  when  we  will  converfe  more  at 
large  on  this  bufinefs.' 

"  We  remained  during  the  audience, 
and,  at  the  ciofe  of  day,  leaving  me  at 
home^  the  chief  again  attended  the  duke, 
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when  he  was  honoured  with  a  long  aiiJ 
private  conference  ;  during  which  he 
laid  the  whole  bufinefs  before  him,  en- 
treating him  to  fpare  the  honour  of  his 
houfe  the  fhame  of  a  public  difclofure ; 
and  to  make  me  amervds  for  the  in- 
juftice  of  my  parents,  by  palling  an  ad 
to  enable  him  to  adopt  me. 

"  The  duke  liftened  to  him  with  at- 
tention, and  would  have  perfuaded  him 
to  have   th&    bufinefs    laid  before   the 
judges  of  his  country  ;  but  the   chief 
declined  it.     *  By  giving  the  lad,'  faid 
he,  '  my  whole  property,  he  will  have 
little  to   regret  for  the  lofs  of  that  of 
Rofkelyn ;  the  ftep  will  alfo  fall  heavy 
on  his  unnatural  mother :  I  fhall  cover 
the   fhame  of  my   houfe,  and   fave  the 
aflies  of  my  father  from  the  reproach  of 
having,  in  his  dotage,  given  being  to 
fuch  a  ierpent.' 
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*'  The  reafons  of  the  chief  were  at 
length  admitted ;  and,  a  (hort  time  after, 
I  was  by  law  appointed  to  bear  the  name 
and  arms  of  Monteith,  and  alfo  declared 
heir  to  that  houfe. 

*'  Thefe  events  were  fo  aftonifhing  to 
me,  that  they  almoft  appeared  like  a 
dream  ;  the  chief  became  daily  more  at- 
tached to  me,  and  I  loved  and  reve- 
renced him  beyond  all  earthly  beings. 

"  On  our  return  to  the  caftle,  he  one 
day  faid  to  me,  "  My  good  boy,  though 
I  regard  you  henceforward  as  my  fon, 
you  mud  not  forget  your  duty  to 
M'Crae ;  he  is  not  your  father,  but  you 
owe  him  obligations  which  can  only  be 
repaid  by  the  attention  of  a  child.  From 
a  careful  obfervance  of  your  character, 
I  have  adopted  you ;  betray  not  my 
judgment,  but  ad  worthy  the  name  I 
have  given.' 

**  M'Crae 
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"  M*Crae  not  my  father!'  replied  I 
with  aflonifhment ;  '  then  who,  I  pray 
you,  is  ?• 

"  That,  hereafter,  thou  fhalt  know  ; 
for  the  prefent,  thou  muft  acknowledge 
me  as  fuch,  though  I  have  no  right  to 
the  title.' 

*'  I  would  you  had,  I  never  ihall  love 
one  fo  well.* 

"  That  your  obfervance  will  (hew. 
Your  childhood  hath  been  negledled ; 
let  your  more  advanced  years  be  fo  well 
employed  in  ftudy,  that  the  mifpent  time 
may  be  redeemed.' 

"  On  our  arrival  at  home,  the  chief 
kept  his  word  mod  pundually  with 
M'Crae,  whom  he  difmifled  with  money 
to  purchafe  a  larger  veflel,  and  alfo 
made  liim  a  grant  of  the  land  before 
mentioned. 

"  Though  I  loved  IVPCrae,  and  felt 
forrow  to  fee  him  depart,  yet  I  muft 
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candidly  acknowledge,  I  was  not  dif- 
pleafed  to  hear  I  was  not  his  fon ;  and, 
though  I  endeavoured  to  gain  the  fecret 
from  him,  he  was  too  faithful  to  the 
chief  to  fatisfy  my  curiofity. 

*'  I  was  now  immediately  under  the 
eye  of  Monteith,  and  iludied  with  the 
iitmofl:  afliduicy,  fo  fearful  was  I  of  dif- 
pleafmg  him.  In  thefe  ftudies  I  became 
acquainted  with  Rofs,  Hamilton,  Ran- 
dolph, and  James  M'Gregor,  whofe  fo- 
ciety  hath  proved  a  fource  of  comfort  in 
my  misfortunes  ;  notwithflanding  which, 
I  (hall  ever  regret  having  involved  them 
in  my  calamities. 

*'  From  the  family  of  Rofkelyn  we 
were  totally  eftrrnged  ;  but  the  chief 
frequently  heard  of  the  contemptuous 
expreiiions  they  ufed  in  fpeaicing  of  his 
partiality  for  me,  a  partiality  that  fur- 
niOied  an  univerfal  fubjedt  of  wonder  for 
a  confiderable  time. 

"  Ivifited 


C  72  ] 

''  I  yifited  M'Crae  yearly  ;  at  which 
period  I  never  failed  to  fail  among  the 
iflands,  and  by  the  bounty  of  the  chief, 
which  enabled  me  to  be  generous,  cul- 
tivated that  friendfhip  and  attachment 
among  the  inhabitants,  that  hath  fince 
proved  fo  ferviceable  to  me. 

**  Thus  paffed  the  time  until  I  was 
nineteen,  when  I  accompanied  the  chief 
to  the  fiege  of  Berwick,  and  in  the  fub- 
fequent  contefts  that  followed  with  the 
Englifh. 

"  No  very  material  circumflance  took 
place  during  this  campaign,  but  the 
burning  of  the  town  of  Penrith  by  the 
Scots,  and  that  of  Dumfries  by  the 
Englifli ;  at  the  latter  of  which  I  formed 
an  acquaintance  which  I  mufl  more  par- 
ticularly relate. 

"  A  detachment  of  our  army  at  that 
time  lay  in  ambufh  at  a  (hort  diftance 
from  Dumfries,  watching  the  motions  of 
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the  enemy,  when  the  fight  of  the  flames 
reached  us.  The  chief  command'ed  me 
to  advance  at  the  head  of  three  hundred 
men  to  aflifl:  the  fufferers.  At  our  ap- 
proach, the  marauders  haftily  retreated; 
and  I  was  fortunate  enough  to  render 
fome  fervices,  that  afterwards  were  over- 
paid with  the  mod  flattering  thanks. 

"  At  the  extremity  of  the  town, 
where  the  flames  raged  with  the  utmoft 
fury,  at  a  caferaent  I  difcovered  a  young 
girl  wringing  her  hands,  and  imploring 
afliftance ;  though,  in  the  general  con- 
fufion,  her  words  were  lofl  in  air. — I  took 
Ho  time  for  reflexion,  but,  with  the 
warmth  of  youth,  entered  into  the  houfe, 
the  fmoke  nearly  fl^ifled  me,  and  the 
flames,  which  I  ruflied  through,  burned 
my  hands  and  face  fo  feverely,  that  I  yet 
bear  the  fears.  Intent,  however,  on 
executing  my  purpofe,  they  did  not 
deter  me  from^purfuing  my  way,  and  I 
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reached  fome  ftone  (lairs,  which  led  to 
the  chamber  where  I  had  perceived  the 
young  girl  at  the  window.  She  was  dill 
there,  but  by  this  time  nearly  fenfe- 
lefs  from  the  fmoke  and  affright,  and, 
having  haflily  rii'en,  was  almoft  un- 
clothed. I  tore  a  large  plaid  from  my 
fhoulders,  and  enveloped  her  in  it ;  then, 
taking  her  in  my  arms,  haftily  de- 
fcended,  and  was  lucky  enough  to  effect 
her  efcape,  at  the  expence  of  the  few 
hurts  I  have  before  mentioned.  As  I 
rufhed  from  the  houfe,  I  was  fo  nearly 
fuffocated,  that  I  fell  fenfelefs  on  the 
ground  ;  Ihe  was  in  the  fame  flate ;  but 
the  frefli  air  fpeedily  recovered  us,  when 
I  was  overwhelmed  with  the  thanks  of 
not  only  the  maid  I  had  refcued,  butt 
with  alfo  thofe  of  her  father,  Sir  David 
Stuatt. 

"  Ellen  was,  at  that  time,  not  more 
than  fixte^n,  and,  in  my  eyes,  the  faireft 
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creature  they  ever  had  beheld,  or,  in- 
deed, they  ever  did  behold,  until  I 
faw  thee,  my  Ambrofine ;  then  my 
love—" 

"  In  truth,"  interrupted  Ambrofine 
laughing,  "  thou  didft  well  to  throw  in 
that  paHiarive  ;  for  thou  art  aware  that 
women  never  forgive  a  flight  upon  their 
beauty  :  but  proceed ;  I  yield  to  Ellen 
the  prize  of  lovelinefs,  as  I  bore  off  the 
prize  mod  eftimable  to  my  heart/* 

Monteith  kifled  his  wife's  hand,  and 
continued. 

"  I  have  faid,  Ellen  was  young  and 
beautiful ;  my  heart  was  warm  and  un- 
defended; therefore,  though  a  Ihort 
fpace  cured  the  outward  burns  of  my 
Ikin,  the  internal  burns  I  had  received 
were  not  fo  eafily  healed. 

"  The  chief  applauded  me  highly,  and* 
i  began  to  be  held  in  fome  cftimation 
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by  many,  who  heretofore  had  paid  me 
no  attention. 

"  On  our  return  to  the  caflle  of 
Montelth,  we  found  father  Thomas  ab- 
fent.  He  had  heard  that  Katie  M'Crae 
languiflied  in  a  decline ;  and,  willing  to 
witnefs  if  the  profped  of  death  made 
any  alteration  in  what  (he  had  before 
declared,  he  haflened  to  her. 

"  Her  dying  breath  confirmed  her 
former  afleverations  ;  and  he  returned 
with  the  teftimony  figned  the  evening 
before  her  diffolution. 

"  The  afFedion  I  felt  for  Ellen  made 
me  ardently  wifh  to  know  to  whom  I 
owed  my  birth  ;  but  no  word  had  ever 
yet  tranfpired :  but  the  honour  of  the 
name  of  Monteith,  and  the  courage 
which  the  world  chofe  to  give  me  credit 
for,  preferved  me  from  reproach. 

*'  Sir  David  Stuart  dwelt  in  Inver- 
nefsihire,  at  the  caftle   of  the   valley ; 

thrice 


I  77  ] 

thrice  had  I  been  there  with  the  chief, 
who  faw  and  approved  my  paflion  for 
Ellen  ;  though  he  infilled  I  fhould  fhew 
myfelf  worthy  the  name  I  bore,  before 
I  prefumed  to  think  of  marriage.  This 
command,  however  unwillingly,!  obeyed, 
and  my  pafTion  was  confined  to  my 
heart,  or,  at  leaft,  only  exprefled  by  my 
a<5lions.   ' 

^*  At  this  period,  many  Scots  were 
ferving  in  Fiance,  under  the  command 
of  the  Duke  of  Touraine ;  thither  did 
the  chief  fend  me,  to  gain,  as  he  faid, 
experience,  and  exercife  myfelf  in  arms. 
Sir  James  Rofs,  with  James  and  Ran- 
dolph M'Gregor,  were  my  companions; 
and  there  we  became  acquainted  with 
De  Bourg. 

*'  The  campaign  being  ended,  the 
chevalier,  whofe  friendfhip  we  had  been 
happy  enough  to  gain,  fold  his  patri- 
mony, and  accompaniiid  us  back  to 
E  3  Scot- 
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Scotland  :  the  chief  was  delighted  with 
his  charader ;  and  he  remained  our 
much  honoured  and  welcome  guefl  for 
fome  time. 

"  I  was,  on  my  return,  in  my  twenty- 
firfi:  year ;  my  heart  unacquainted  with 
forrow,  and  my  temper  unbroken  by 
misfortune ;  the  chief  had  been  to  me 
more  than  parent ;  but  his  death  ap* 
peared  the  fatal  prelude  of  the  calamities 
I  was  doomed  to  fufFer.  I  have,  how- 
ever, much  to  condemn  in  myfelf ;  for, 
had  not  my  own  imprudence  confpired 
to  afiift  my  enemies,  they  had  never  fo 
completely  triumphed  over  me. 

"  Scarcely  had  I  been  three  months 
at  home,  when  my  noble,  my  dearefl 
friend  declined  ;  it  was,  however,  a  de- 
cline worthy  the  life  it  followed  ;  it  was 
the  evening  of  a  well  fpent  day,  wh.ofe 
fetting  fun  befpoke  a  glorious  rifing  ; — 
my  only  father  died  in  my  arms.     He 
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left  me  unconditional  heir  of  his  vaft 
poiTeiiions  •,  all  of  which  I  would  have 
gladly  yielded  to  have  prolonged  his  life. 
Pardon  me,  the  remembrance  yet  un- 
mans me;  for,  as  my  obligations  to  him 
were  beyond  all  computatIon>  fo  was  my 
affedion  in  their  return/' 

Monteiih  was  filent ;  and  the  difcourfe  , 
ceafed  till  the  enfuing  evening  j  when  he 
refumed  his  ft^ry. 
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Previous  to  my  ever  honoured 
friend*s  death,  in  the  prefence  of  father 
Thomas,  he  informed  me  of  all  I  have 
now  related  to  you  ;  adding,  as  he  con- 
cluded :  '  The  honour  of  my  family 
hath  made  me  weak  enough  to  conceal 
this  bafe  and  difhoneft  adl ;  for  which, 
St.  Clair,  I  have  made  thee  all  the 
amends  in  my  power.  Had  I  had  re- 
courfe  to  law,  the  event  would  have 
been  uncertain ;  for  fuch  teftimonies  as 
thofe  of  M'Crae  and  his  wife  would  have 
poflibly  availed  but  little,  againfl  the 
afleverations  of  the  earl  and  countefs  of 
Rofkelyn.  If,  therefore,  I  might  ad- 
vife  thee,  be  fatisfied  with  what  thou 
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bail,  if  they  let  thee  enjoy  it  In  quiet ; 
but,  if  not,  thou  art  free  to  make  what 
ufe  thou  pleafeft  of  the  intelligence  I 
have  revealed.  Nature  may,  perhaps, 
at  Tome  future  period,  refume  her  rights 
in  the  bofom  of  thy  mother  ;  but,  fhou^ld 
it  not,  remember,  that  the  fame  Power 
who  guided  me  to  find  thee  on  the  coaft 
of  Toray,  can  direct  thee  to  a  yet  better 
parent.* 

"  Such  were  the  words  of  the  chief; 
who  died  two  days  after  the  difclofure. 
Ardently  as  I  wifhed  to  know  my  family, 
bow  did  I  (hudder  on  the  review,  and 
for  the  prefent,  witji  a  kind  of  confcious 
ihame,  refolved,  as  Monteith  had  ad- 
vifed,  to  bury  the  fecret  in  my  own 
heart. 

"  To  my  brother  John,  gladly  would 
1  have  yielded  the  fortune  of  my  birth- 
right;  but  to  be  foiled  and  unacknow- 
E  5  ledged. 
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kdged,  for  no  crime  of  my  own,  re- 
quired fome  fhare  of  philofophy  to  bear. 

*'  The  will  of  the  noble  chief  was  fo 
perfect  in  all  its  forms,  that  vain  was  the 
cavil  of  the  law  to  difpute  its  validity ; 
and  my  unnatural  mother,  whatever  {he 
felt,  was  iben  obliged  to  acquiefce  in 
filence. 

"  Six  months  after  Monteith's  death, 
my  father,  or  rather  the  Earl  of  Rolke- 
lyn,  fell  into  a  lingering  ficknefs ;  du- 
ring which  I  thought  it.my  duty  to  write 
to  him  5  but  have  no  doubt  that  the  let- 
ter never  reached  his  hand  ;  but  had  it, 
fuch  was  the  power  of  his  wife,  that  (he 
would,  as  heretofore,  have  outfworn  the 
truth ;  and  he  as  readily  have  given  an 
implicit  belief  to  her  vows. 

"  In  a  dorm  that  happened  the  win- 
ter after  my  uncle's  death,  the  honed: 
M'Crae  periflied ;  and  with  him  I  lofl 
the  laft  living  w^itnefs  of  my  real  birth. 

"  The 
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**  The  Earl  of  Roikelyn's  malady 
proved  fatal ;  and  John  fucceeded  him. 
For  myfelf,  I  had  no  caufe  to  lament 
him,  nor  did  I  attempt  a  f^mblance  of 
grief  which  I  could  not  feel.  '  -  ^ 

"  The  time  now  authorized  me  to  vifit 
Ellen,  and  I  reiolved  to  offer  her  my 
hand  and  heart ;  for  which  purpofig  I 
hastened  to  her  father's  caflle.  Ail  there 
was  grief  and  -defolation ;  and  it  was 
with  difficulty  I  prevailed  to  fee  her, 
when,  with  the  mmoft  confufwn,  (he 
informed  me,  that  her  father's  revenues, 
which  were  fmall,  had  fome  years  (ince 
been  mortgaged  for  four  thoufand, 
marks ;  which  fum  the  creditor  having 
called  in,  and  Sir  David  being  unable  to 
pay,  he  had  feized  upon  the  whole  do*- 
main,  and  they  were  on  the  point  of  re- 
tiring to  the  fmall  houfe  at  Dumfries, 
from  whence  I  had  refcued  her  at  the 
Gonflagration.  My  heart  was  hers;  I 
E  6  there* 
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therefore  regarded  my  property  the  fame; 
and,  begging  her  to  be  patient  for  a 
fhort  time,  I  left  her. 

*'  la  the  hall,  I  found  the  myrmidons 
of  the  law,  taking  an  account  of  all  the 
furniture  of  the  caftle.  My  perfon  was 
well  known  ;  and  the  generofity  of  my 
uncle,  whom  the  world  in  general  fup- 
pofed  to  be  my  father,  was  univerfally 
talked  of.  I  therefore  addrefled  the 
principal,  and  offered  my  fecurity  for 
the  debt  and  what  expence  had  been 
incurred,  on  condition  they  diredly  left 
HiQ  dwelling ;  promifing  payment  in  ten 
days.  My  offers  were  not  rejedled,  and 
acknowledgments  on  both  fides  were  im- 
mediately  drawn;  and,  before  Sir  Da- 
vid or  his  daughter  were  acquainted  with 
the  bufinefs,  the  whole  party  had  left 
the  caftle. 

**  Sir  David,  on  inquiry,  I  found  with 
bis   daughter,    arranging  fome   private 
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papers  previous  to  their  departure.  I 
entreated  admitcance  ;  and,  with  a  fatif- 
fadlon  which  I  neither  attempted  nor 
could  conceal,  faid,  '  My  dear  Sir  Da- 
vid, I  pray  you  ceafe  your  tafk,  your 
tormentors  ar^  gone  ;  there  is  your  ac- 
quittal j  let  this  difagreeable  bufinefs  be 
for  ever  forgotten.* 

"  The  old  man  appeared  aflonifhed ; 
while  Ellen,  with  an  emotion  of  joy  and 
gratitude,  would  have  thrown  herfelf  at 
my  feet,  but  I  raifed  her  in  my  arms. 

*'  Generous,  noble  young  man,'  faid 
Sir  David,  *  in  faving  the  life  of  my 
child,  you  alfo  faved  mind  ;  and  now 
you  give  us  the  means  of  life  :  how  can 
I  ever  requite  obligations  of  fuch  mag- 
nitude ?' 

''  I  ftill  clafped  Ellen's  hand ;  by  an 
involuntary  motion  I  bent  my  knee  be- 
fore her  father.  *  My  venerable  friend,* 
replied  I,  *  fufFer  me  to  afpire  to  this 
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maid ;  if  I  can  win  her  heart,  and  your 
confent,  the  bufinefs  of  my  life  (hall  be 
to  make  her  happy/ 

"  Ellen  blufhed,  but  not  with  dif- 
pleafure;  and  the  reply  of  Sir  David  was 
fuch  as  I  then  wiflied  ;  ir^  fliort,  behold 
me,  in  idea,  the  happieft  of  men. 

'*  Not  to  dwell  on  a  fubjed  that  now  fills 
me  with  difguft  to  repeat,  I  was  a  warm 
and  not  an  unthrifty  lover ;  our  mar* 
riage  was,  however,  to  be  delayed  till 
the  mourning  for  the  chief  was  expired. 
Both  Sir  David  and  Ellen  fuppofed  me 
his  fon  ;  and,  as  it  was  of  no  moment, 
I  let  them  remain  in  that  error. 

"  All  at  this  period  was  preparation 
for  the  return  of  James  into  Scotland, 
after  his  having  been  deta  ned  prifoner 
in  England  almoft  twenty  years.  The 
firft  nobles  were  hoftages  for  the  fum 
required  for  his  ranfom;  and  I  com- 
manded the  party  that  efcorted  the  com- 
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oiiffioners  to  York,  in  order  to  conclude 
the  treaty  for  his  liberation  and  marriage* 
From  thence  we  continued  our  route  to 
London  ;  when  the  king,  being  wedded 
to  Lady  Jane  Beaufort,  returned  to 
Durham,  where  he  was  exchanged  for 
the  hoftages ;  and,  in  great  pomp,  en- 
tered Scotland,  attended  by  the  chief 
nobility  of  both  kingdoms. 

"  For  fome  time  nothing  was  heard 
but  mirth  aiid  rejoicing  ;  all  the  beauties 
of  the  country  repaired  to  the  city,  and 
feemed  to  vie  with  each  other  in  dif- 
playing  their  charms  to  their  fovereigns. 
Among  the  foremoft  of  thefe  was  Ellen, 
univerfally  admired  and  followed ;  but, 
as  my  heart  pourtrayed  her  all  truth  and 
perfection,  fufpicion  held  no  place  in  it. 
She  entered  with  avidity  into  all  the 
gaieties  of  the  city  ;  and  the  fimplicity 
of  her  character  gave  way  to  drefs,  co- 
quetry, and  grandeur.  I  fhould,  per- 
haps. 
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haps,  fpcak  more  juPily,  if  I  faid  the 
manners  of  the  town  awoke  the  dormant 
qualities  of  her  mind,  which,  I  have 
fince  had  fufficient  convidion,  were  na- 
turally corrupt  and  depraved. 

"  One  of  the  king's  hoftages,  ^Y'"^ 
in  England,  was  replaced,  as  by  agree- 
ment, with  one  of  equal  rank  ;  and 
again  I  had  the  command  of  the  efcort 
to  Durham.  This  bufmefs  employed 
fome  time.  On  my  return,  I  found  Sir 
David  and  his  daughter  were  retired  to 
their  caftle.  Some  half  words  that 
reached  me,  in  a  lefs  confidential  mind 
might  have  infpired  fufpicion  j  but  I  re- 
garded them  only  as  the  effect  of  envy 
at  fuperior  merit,  until  De  Bourg  and 
Rofs  both  aflured  me,  it  was  the  re- 
ceived opinion  that  Ellen,  dazzled  with 
the  wealth  and  fuperior  rank  of  the  Earl 
of  Roikelyn,  received  his  addreffes ;  and 
that  he  was  even  then  a  vifitor  at  their 
3  dwelling. 
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dwelling.  Infatuated  with  love,  I  threw 
the  whole  blame  on  her  father ;  and 
refolved  to  lofe  no  time  in  haftening  to 
her,  aflfured  that,  once  fupported  by  my 
prefence,  (he  would  affert  her  own  affec- 
tion and  my  prior  claim. 

"  1  immediately  took  the  way  to  Sir 
David'vS,  and,  on  reaching  the  caftle, 
though  the  apartments  weie  illuminated, 
I  was  informed  by  the  vaflals,  that  Sir 
David  and  his  daughter  had  left  it  the 
day  before.  Highly  diffatisfied  with  this 
reply,  I  took  no  time  'for  reft,  but.  pro- 
ceeded to  the  caftle  of  Monteith,  where 
I  had  appointed  to  meet  Rofs,  Hamil- 
ton, De  Bourg,  and  James  McGregor. 
To  them  I  imparted  what  had  palled, 
and  claimed  their  afTidance  and  advice 
what  meafures  to  purfue. 

'*  The  refult  of  thefe  deliberations 
was,  to  try  once  more  to  gain  admit- 
tance }    which    if  we   found   impradi- 
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cable,  at  all  hazards  to  fee  and  converfe 
with  Ellen. 

"  This  plan  arranged,  we  departed 
with  a  fmall  retinue.  Again,  I  demanded 
admittance  at  the  caftle  of  Sir  David, 
and  was  again  refufed,  though,  at  the 
fame  time,  I  faw  fome  of  the  vaflals  of 
the  Lord  Rolkelyn  at  the  gate.  My 
rage  was  now  at  its  height ;  I  rode  back 
and  joined  my  comrades,  who  warmly 
entered  into  my  affronts.  Sir  David 
was  too  old  to  meet  my  anger ;  and 
Lord  Rofkelyn  riot  only  appeared  below 
it,  but  was  alfo,  I  felt  with  horror,  my 
brother. 

"  We  rode  leifurely  along,  converfmg 
ron  what  had  paffed,  when,  on  a  decli- 
vity beneath  us,  we  faw  a  company  of 
horfemen  gaily  accoutred,  and  among 
them  two  women,  one  of  whom  I  di- 
ftantly  recognized  by  her  air  for  Ellen, 
as  I  did  fome  of  the  men  for  the  mingled 
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vaffals  of  the  houfes  of  Stuart  and  JR-of- 
kelyn,  by  the  emblazonment  of  their 
habits.  Prudence  is  not  the  charafte- 
jiftic  of  youth.  I  was  half  frantic  at 
the  fight,  and  my  comrades  warmly  en- 
tering into  my  feelings,  we  vowed  re- 
venge ',  and,  therefore,  taking  a  circuit 
of  the  height  on  which  we  v^ere,  at  the 
entrance  of  the  valley  fuddenly  met  and 
furprifed  them. 

"  Two  vaffals  preceded  the  party,  after 
which  rode  Sir  David  and,  to  my  great 
afLonifnmeiit,  Lady  Rofkelyn  ;  followed 
by  the  earl  and  Ellen  ;  the  whole  caval- 
cade being  clofed  by  their  refpedlive  do- 
medic?. 

*^  To  paint  the  confufion  this  encoun- 
ter occafioned  is  beyond  my  power.  The 
party  of  Sir  David  and  Roikelyn,  for 
number,  doubled  ours;  but,  to  make  up 
that  deficiency,  we  were  better  armed, 
and,  accuftomed  to  the  rude  encounters 

of 
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war,  were  jflrangers  to  fear.  My  friends 
crofied  the  path,  fo  that  no  one  could 
pafs ;  while  I  rode  up)  and,  addrefTing 
Sir  David,  demanded  a  conference  with 
him. 

"  The  old  man  hefitated,  looked  con- 
fufed,  and  entreated  me  to  call  on  him 
on  the  morrow  ;  but  this  1  peremptorily 
denied,  well  knowing,  if  I  let  that  op- 
portunity efcape,  all  future  attempts  to 
fee  him  would  prove  fruitlefs, 

*'  Lady  Rofkelyn  appeared  trembling 
and  irrefolute ;  flie,  I  believe,  had  not 
feen  me  fmce  my  boyifh  days,  and,  per- 
haps, fearing  to  roufe  my  paflion,  to  fay 
harfh  truths,  remained  filent. 

*'  Ellen  was  pale,  and  feemed  ready 
to  fall  from  her  horfe  ;  while  Lord  Rof- 
kelyn,  with  haughty  pride,  approaching 
me,  afked  how  I  dared  to  bar  their  way. 

«  John  of  Rofkelyn,'  replied  I,  *  if 
you  know  not  ere  this  my  claim  to  Ellen 
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Stuart,  know  it  now ;  Ihe  is  mine  by 
her  own  free  will  and  the  confent  of  her 
father ;  and  the  man  who  attempts  to 
annihilate  that  claim,  mull:  either  iofe  or 
take  a  life.' 

''  The  fon  of  M'Crae,'  returned  he 
ironically,  '  can  have  no  claim  to  the 
daughter  of  Sir  James  Stuart  :  yet, 
though  thou  art  far  beneath  my  fword,  I 
will  not  bear  thy  arrogance.* 

"  Though  raging  with  anger,  the  bit- 
ternefs  of  contempt  for  a  moment  pre- 
dominated, and,  fixing  my  eyes  with 
fignificant  earneitnefs  on  the  Lady  Rof- 
kelyn,  I  replied  :  '  In  faith,  like  enough  ; 
M'Crae,  though  not  of  noble  blood, 
was  a  likely  gallant  fellow,  and  fine  ladies 
have  fometimes  ftrange  fancies ;  Katie 
M'Crae  was  not  my  mother,  and  might 
ferve  her  miftrefs  in  more  ways  than  one. 
'Tis  a  cunning  man  that  knows  his  own 
child  J  and  thofe  who  were  not  other- 
wife 
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wife  told,  might  as  foon  take  7ne  for  the 
heir  of  Rofk'jlyn  as  thyfelf.' 

"  Out  upon  thee,  flanderer  1'  ex- 
claimed the  Lady  Rofkelyn  :  '  thank 
God,  the  king  is  returned,  and  will  fee 
juftice  done.  The  partiality  of  the  Duke 
of  Albany,  and,  fince  his  de^th,  that  of 
his  fon  Murdoch,  hath  nourifhcd  this 
infolence  in  thee.* 

"  I  pray  ye,  mother,  ceafe,'  faid  John 
of  Rolkelyn,  '  this  is  no  time  for  words;' 
then  addreffing  me,  he  added,  '  Let  the 
women  and  Sir  David  pafs ;  thou  and  I 
can  decide  this  conteft/ 

"  Willingly  ;  I  confent  to  the  lafl 
condition ;  but,  by  my  foul,  Ellen  re- 
turns not  to  the  caille  till  I  have  fpoken 
with  her ;  fo  arrange  it  to  thy  liking/ 

"  Thus  then,*  faid  he,  drawing  hi's 
fword,  and  attacking  me  with  a  violence 
which  I  returned  with  equal  heat ;  his 
vafTals,  in  the  mean  time,  endeavouring 

to 


to  join  hicn,  but  were  kept  off  by  my 
friends.  Paffion  on  both  fides  was  too 
high  to  fuffer  the  contention  to  be  lad- 
ing j  and  I  difarmed  and  flightly  wounded 
my  adverfar)'. — ^  Take  your  fon,  wo- 
man,* exclaimed  I,  addreffing  Lady 
Rofkelyn;  '  though  you  can  forget  your 
child,  I  cannot  forget  ?ny  brother.* 

"  She  made  no  reply  ;  the  domeftics 
bufied  themfelves  in  binding  up  her  fon's 
wound,  and  prepared  to  bear  him  to  the 
caftle.  I  (till  infilled  on  converfmg  with 
Ellen,  who  either  had,  or  pretended  to 
have  fwooned,  and  was  fupported  by  one 
of  the  vaflals,  who  had  lifted  her  from 
her  horfe. 

"  My  party  kept  that  of  Rofkelyn  in 
awe ;  I  approached,  her  eyes  were  ftill 
clofed,  and  I  was  not  likely  to  obtain 
any  reply,  when  a  fudden  ^  refolution 
feized  me :  it  was  to  bear  her  away  to 
the  caftle  of  Monteith,  and  there  to  end 

the 
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the  contention  by  being  united  to  her  by 
the  rights  of  the  church  ;  a  ftep  my  felf- 
love  flattened  me  (he  would  gladly  ac- 
quiefce  in. 

'*  This  refolve  was  inflantly  executed  ; 
I  lifted  her  from  the  ground,  and,  with 
the  afTiftance  of  one  of  my  men,  placed 
her  gently  before  me  on  my  charger  ; 
and,  in  fpite  of  the  threats  and  entrea- 
ties of  her  fathei,  the  impotent  rage  of 
Rofkelyn,  the  virulence  of  his  mother, 
or  the  faint  oppofition  of  their  valTals, 
bore  her  away,  efcorted  by  my  friendly 
comrades. 

**  Notwithftanding  every  perfuafion, 
and  repeated  afleverations  of  being  com- 
pelled to  adl  as  1  had  done,  (he  remained 
filent  for  feme  miles.  At  length  we 
reached  a  lone  fpot  near  Kenardie,  halt- 
ing at  a  fmall  houfe  inhabited  by  a  vaflal 
of  Sir  James  Rofs,  where  we  propofed 
to  refrelh  and   reft  for  the  night,  the 

evening 
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evening  being  far  advanced.  Soon  after 
our  entrance,  my  comrades  left  me 
alone  with  Ellen;  whom  I  once  more 
entreated  to  break  the  cruel  filence  (he 
had  fo  long  preferved ;  repeating,  that 
necefTity  alone  had  obliged  me  to'  have 
recourfe  to  violence ;  that  fhe  was  dearer 
to  me  than  life ;  and  if,  as  fhe  had  fre- 
quently declared,  I  was  equally  fo  to 
her,  I  conjured  her  to  confent  that  the 
following  day,  at  the  firfl  church  we 
reached,  we  might  be  united. 

."  She  heard  me  through  without  inter- 
ruption, then  replied,  though  (he  blufhed 
and  caft  down  her  eyes  as  (he  fpoke  :  ^  I 
need  not  tell  you,  St.  Clair,  that  my 
inclination  followed  the  will  of  my  father, 
when  he  confented  to  give  you  my  hand; 
but  then  both  him  and  myfelf  confidered 
you,  if  not  by  marriage,  at  lead  the  fon 
of  the  noble  chief  Monteith.  We  have 
been  deceived  ;  you  owe  your  being  to 
VOL.  iir.  F  acom^ 
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z  common  trader  or  fifherman,  who, 
pra^lifmg  on  the  chief's  weaknefs,  fuc- 
ceeded  in  perfuading  him  to  adopt  you, 
and  for  the  property  you  now  hold,  by 
the  forbearance  of  the  houfe  of  Rofkelyn, 
be  aflured  it  will  fpeedily  be  claimed, 
and  yourfelf  condemned  to  your  origi- 
nal ftate. — Ourcontracl  is  therefore  void; 
I  render  you  back  your  vows,  be  you 
equally  generous,  for  we  can  never  be 
more  nearly  connected  than  at  this  mo- 
ment/ 

"  Naturally  haughty,  and  loving  "to 
cxcefs,  you  may  better  imagine  than 
I  can  defcribe  the  effe6l  this  fpeech  had 
on  me  ;  it  proved  at  once  that,  for  my- 
felf,  I  was  of  no  eflimation  in  her  eyes^ 
but,  as  the  heir  of  Monteith  only,  had 
been  received,  until  a  wealthier  fool 
offering,  I  neceflarily  gave  place. 
^  **  Stung  with  this  reflexion,  my  pride 
fupported  me.  —  *  'Tis,  well  Ellen,'  I 

replied. 
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replied,  ^  I  thank  you  for  this  early 
proof  of  your  prudence ;  fome  time 
hence,  had  we  been  united,  it  might 
have  given  me  pain.  That  I  am  not  the 
fon  of  Monteith  you  are  well  informed  ; 
•but  you  mud  feek  another  father  for  me 
than  M*Crae,  to  whom  I  owe  in  truth 
fome  great  obligations,  though  not  of 
the  filial  kind ;  and  which  I  commend 
you  to  require  an  explanation  of  from 
Lady  Rofkelyn.' 

"  The  coolnefs  with  which  I  fpoke 
aflonifhed  and  confufed  her. — *  If,'  faid 
fhe,  '  you  are  not  the  fon  of  IvPCrae, 
why  not  declare  it ;  call  back  the  re- 
proach where  ^tis-  due,  and  openly  reveal 
yoiir  family.' 

"  Whatever  fecret  reafons  appeared 
flrong  enough  to  induce  the  noble  Mon- 
teith to  adopt  me,  might  furely,  in  a 
bofom  interefled  in  my  favour,  an- 
nounce  that  he  deemed  me  at  once 
F  '2.  worthy 
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worthy  his  name  and  fortune;  but  never 
fhall  ehher  be  proftituted  to  purchafe  a 
hand  without  a  heart  ;  Monteith  rejedls 
that  which  would  be  denied  to  St.  Clair 
Pv'j'Crae:  your  vows  are  again  yours, 
lady,  and  my  heart  fhall  be  mine  own 
until  it  meets  a  more  difmterefted  part- 


ner.' 


"  Ellen,  no  doubt,  had  prepared  her- 
felf  for  prayers,  fupplications,  and  abjecl 
fubmifTion ;  fhe  was  therefore  at  once 
dif^ppointed  and  vexed. — '  The  Lord  of 
Rofkelyn,'  faid  fiie,  '  with  manly  open- 
nefs  wooes  me  for  his  bride  ;  and  can 
you  fuppofe  I  will  offend  my  father,  and 
cafl:  from  me  rank  and  affluence,  for  one 
who,  wrapped  in  myflery,  refufes  me  the 
explanation  I  afk.' 

"  I  do  not  defire  it,'  replied  I,  ^  but 
remember  this  truth,  Ellen,  however 
you  may  be  the  nominaly  you  will  never 
be  the  real  Count^fs  of  Rolkelyn.' 

"  That 
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*'  That  Is  not  in  your  power  to  pre- 
vent/ replied  (he,  '  unlefs  you  kill  me/ 

"  No,  on  my  honour  and  faith/  an- 
fvvered  I,  laughing,  '  not  only  your  life, 
but  alfo  that  of  your  deftined  hufband, 
is  fafe  for  me ;  provided  he  obferves  a 
line  of  conduct  which  I  approve.' 

^'  I'hink  you,'  replied  fhe,  with  in- 
creafed  pafTion,  '  that  the  Lord  of  Rof- 
kelyn  will  be  dictated  to  by  you  ?  and  for 
me,  bear  me  back  to  my  father,  or  you 
(liall  bitterly  repent  this  infolence.' 

.  "  At  the  firfl  flreak  of  day/  replied  I, 
•  all  fhall  be  ready  for  that  purpofe. 
Had  you  favoured  me  with  a  few  words 
at  our  meeting  this  morning,  you  would, 
have  been  fpared  this  affront,  which  I 
now  repent  as  much  as  you  can  con- 
demn/ 

"  Think  you  I  will  pafs  the  night 
among  a  licentious  crew  of  robbers,  and 
particularly  with  one  who,  with  the  vio- 

r  3  lence 
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lence  of  a  ruffian,  hath  fet  law  at  de- 
fiance, and  torn  me  from  my  ^^father's 
prote6lion  ?' 

"  Contempt  was  (Ironger  in  my  bread 
than  anger,  and  I  replied  with  provok- 
ing coldnefs,  '  Sleep  in  fecurity,  fair 
Ellen  ;  not  the  llumbers  of  holy  veflals 
ihall  be  more  facred  than  thine ;  nay, 
to  reaflure  thee,  and  remove  all  diflruft 
from  thy  mind,  know,  that  were  we  two 
now  cad  on  a  defert  fhore,  unmarked  by 
the  foot  of  man,  our  race  (hould  end  with 
us,  rather  than  I  break  on  thy  quiet.' 

"  This  fpeech  appeared  to  provoke 
her  beyond  any  thing  that  had  pafied  ; 
for  (he  burft  into  tears.  The  fight,  t 
confefs,  daggered  my  courage;  but, 
fummoning  all  the  fortitude  I  polfefTed, 
I  refolved  to  perifh  rather  than  fliew  my* 
lelf  the  flave  of  arrogance  and  avarice  ; 
I  however  entreated  her  to  compofe  her. 
felf,  and  take  fome  refrelhment. 

"  The 
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"The  torrent  having  fomewhat  fub- 
fided,  (he  at  length  faid  more  calmly,- — 
*  However  duty  may  impel  a  child  to 
fubmit  to  a  parent,  yet  furely,  St.  Clair, 
you  owe  me  an  explanation  to  what  I 
afked.  If  you  are  wronged,  why  not 
proclaim  it  ?  or,  if  fecret  reafons  pre- 
ponderate, they  furely  could  not  extend 
to  me.' 

"  Nor  did  they  ;  but  you  fhould  have 
queftioned,  inftead  of  accufed.  Had 
any  one  condemned,  or  even  judged 
you,  could  /  have  acled  thus  ?  Surely 
no. — Ellen,  the  heirefs  of  a  throne,  or 
the  daughter  of  a  cottager,  would  have 
had  equal  claim  on  my  heart ;  I  fhould 
have  loved  her  for  herfelf  alone,  not  for 
the  paultry  diftindions  of  birth  or  for- 
tune.' 

*'  Our  difcourfe  was  confiderably 
longer,  but  all  to  the  fame  purport ; 
for,  however  I  fuffered  internally,  I  ap- 

F  4  peared 
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peared  to  bear  it  unmoved  ;  until  at 
length  we  parted  for  the  night. 

"  On  informing  my  friends  what  had 
pafifed,  and  that  I  refolved  to  bear  Ellen 
back  the  enfuing  morning,  they  ap- 
plauded  the  meafure;  and,  lead  we 
fhould  meet  with  any  difagreeable  en- 
counter in  the  performance  of  our  de- 
fign,  Hamilton  and  Rofs  colIe(^ed  to 
the  number  of  fifty  of  their  vaiTals,  who 
dwelt  at  a  fhort  diftance';  and,  thus  pre- 
pared, all  was  ready  at  day-break. 

*'  Ellen  foon  after  appeared  ;  (he  was 
more  calm,  but  fullen ;  and,  taking 
fome  flight  refrefhment,  mounted  the 
horfe  provided  for  her.  I  begged  two 
of  my  friends  to  attend  on  each  fide  her 
bead ;  and,  for  myfelf,  I  rode  firft,  and 
led  the  cavalcade." 

"  Alack,  poor  Ellen!"  interrupted 
Ambrofine ;  "  now,  St.  Clair,  am  I 
convinced  that  thou  never  truly  loved 

her; 
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her  ;  for,  hadfl;  thou,  thou  wouldft  have, 
doubted,  demurred,  queftioned,  and  en- 
deavoured to  find  out  excufes  for  her 
condudl, — not  like  a  rigid,  inexorable 
judge,  at  once  have  pronounced  a  decree 
from  whence  there  was  no  appeal.  In 
truth,  had  it  been  me,  thou  fhouldft 
have  found  the  difference.'* 

"  Faith,  I  believe  it/'  replied  De 
Bjur?;  "  but  he  had  been  accuftomed 
to  treat  her  like  a  petted  wayward  child  ^ 
and,  vv'hen  (lie  offended  him,  he  roufed 
all  the  madery  he  poffeffed  to  puniOi 
her.  Oh  the  follies  that  I  have  wit- 
neffed  that  love,  or  its  coufm-german, 
infanity,  bath  made  him  commit ;  not 
a  dotard  of  eighty,  who  languiihes  for 
nn  heir  from  a  wife  of  eighteen,  could 
have  exceeded  him  ;  believe  n^e,  he  is  a 
partial  hifforian ;  but  I  can  refrefii  his 
memory.  It  was  not  four  thoufand 
marks  that  cleared  Sir  David  ^  for,  to 
F  5  my 
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my  knowledge,  in  other  debts,  he  paid 
double  that  fum  ;  add  to  this,  not  a 
travelling  filk  merchant,  or  Jew  dealer 
in  trinkets,  vifited  the  city,  but  Ellen 
fighed,  languifhed,  and  pined  for  velvets, 
fattins,  filks,  laces,  rings,  bracelets, 
and  necklaces,  until  fhe  had  drained  his 
pockets,  and  his  uncle's  coffers,  to  ob- 
tain them.  Marry,  hadfl:  thou  wedded 
her,  thy  firfl:  child  ought  to  have  been 
born  ready  drelTed  and  dizened  for  its 
chriftening."  . 

"  Though  I  cannot  entirely  difprove 
this,"  replied  Monteith  laughing,  "  it 
is  not  geneious,  chevalier,  to  tear  up 
follies  fo  long  expiated  and  forgiven." 

''  Who  told  thee  they  were  forgiven/* 
replied  De  Bourg,  "  a  whole  life  is  not 
too  long  for  the  expiation." 

"  Who  told  me,"  repeated  Monteith^ 
''  marry,  an  internal  evidence,  which  thy 
grofs  nature  cannot  comprehend.     Did 

I  not 
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I  not  expiate  the  follies  of  my  boyifh 
days  in  purgatory  here,  till  Heaven, 
of  its  mercy,  fent  pardon  and  happi- 
nefs  in  the  form  of  Ambrofine  ?'* 

"  A  truce,  good  Sirs,*'  faid  fhe, 
•'  my  interruption  hath  broken  upon 
the  (lory.  I  pray  thee,  Monteith,  pro- 
ceed.'* 

*'  Not  to-night,  my  love,"  replied  he, 
"  I  am  weary  of  the  monotony  of  my 
own  voice,  and  regard  it  fome  expiation 
for  former  errors  to  be  obliged  to  repeac 
them." 

"  Be  it  fo,**  replied  fhe;  "  Ran- 
dolph, reach  me  my  harp,  and  thou, 
Phillippa,  take  thy  lute ;  we  will  en- 
deavour to  harmonize  thy  father's  feel- 
ings." 

Ambrofme  was  immediately  obeyed ; 
and  the  power  of  mufic  [o  beguiled  the 
hours,    that   curiofity    was   fufpended^ 
and  Monteith's  ftory  not  regretted, 
r6 
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CHAP.    V. 

On  the  enfuing  evening  Randolph, 
who  was  the  mod  anxious  to  hear  Mon- 
teith's  relation,  prayed  him  to  continue; 
which  he  did  as  follows : 

*^  Behold  us,  then,  journeying  to  the 
caflle  of  Sir  David  ;  Ellen  efcorted  by 
Rofs  and  Hamilton,  myfelf  in  the  front, 
and  carefully  avoiding  to  look  at  the 
fatal  beauty,  whom  F  had  refolved  to 
tear  from  my  heart. 

"  We  p. fled  three  fmall  detachments 
which  were  in  purfuit  of  Ellen  ;  but  we 
were  too  formidable  to  be  attacked  ;  or, 
perhaps,  our  delHnation,  which  was  the 
road  to  the  valley,  led  them  to  furmife  all 

was 
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was  amicably  concluded.  Towards  even- 
ing we  reached  the  caftle,  and,  found- 
ing the  horn,  the  gates  were  opened, 
and  I  demanded  to  fpeak  to  Sir  David. 

"  The  old  man,  accompanied  by 
Lady  Roikelyn,  and  furrounded  by  his 
vaflals,  immediately  attended.  The  Lord 
Rofkelyn,  I  found,  was  confined  by  his 
wound.  I  firit  fpoke :  '  Sir  David,' 
faid  I,  '  I  come  to  crave  your  excufe 
for  the  warmth  of  yefterday.  I  laboured 
under  a  miftake,  that  I  would  you  had 
fuffered  your  daughter  to  redtify,  with- 
out obliging  me  to  have  recourfe  to  vio- 
lence. I,  however,  return  her  fafe,  as 
fhe  herfelf  can  teflify.' 

"  Ellen,  in  the  mean  time,  had  dif- 
mounted,  and  joined  her  father  and 
Lady  Roikelyn.  '  Say,  Ellen,'  faid  Sir 
David,  '  doth  he  fpeak  truly  5  do  I  re- 
ceive thee  fafe,  my  child  ?' 


ce 
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"  From  perfonal  violence  I  have 
efcaped/  replied  (he  with  bitternefs ; 
*  but  have  been  treated  with  infolence, 
contempt,  and  difrefped/ 

"  How,  I  pray  you,  fair  maid  ?'  an- 
fwered  I :  '  you  firfl  condemned  me 
unheard,  and  then  afked  queftions  I  did 
not  chufe  to  anfwer,  but  referred  you  to 
the  Countefs  of  Rofl^elyn.  Say,  lady,  did 
I  not  well  ?  our  private  hillory  is  not 
for  all  ears.' 

"  The  anger  of  Lady  Rofkelyn  at  this 
ipeech  exceeded  all  bounds ;  but  it  found 
vent  in  words,  flie  beflowing  on  me 
every  invedive  that  illiberality  and  ma- 
lice could  fugged.  To  this  burft  I 
gave  way,  or,  rather,  I  fanned  the  flamef 
for,  finding  (he  had  railed  herfelf  out  of 
breath,  I  bowed  and  thanked  her,  fay- 
ing, I  received  her  chidings  as  the  re- 
buke of  a  parent. 
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"  Villainous  deceiver/  exclaimed  fhe, 
*  the  kingdom  of  Scotland  (hall  not 
hold  thee  and  me ;  at  the  foot  of  the 
throne  of  James  the  Firfl:  will  I  cry  aloud 
for  juftice  on  thee.' 

"  At   the   foot  of  the   altar,    lady, 

though  not  much  ufed  to  pray,  will  I 

intreat,  not  for  juftice,  but  for  pardon 

for  you  ;  left,  at  the  throne  of  a  greater 

Sovereign    than    James,   we  (hould    be 

doomed    to    feparate   kingdoms    to   all 

eternity,     A  few  words  more,    and  I 

have  done.     Beat  at   your  breaft,  and 

awaken  ileeping  nature ;  repent,  and  I 

will  predidl,  the  path  of  redtitude  will 

reftore  what,  I  am  convinced,  for  many 

years  hath  been  a  flranger  to  you, — 

peace  and  fecurity.     For   yoti,   Ellen,' 

continued  I,  turning  to  her,  '  I  leave 

you  in  the  road  to  wealth ;  I  willied  to 

have  led  you  into  that  of  happinefs,  but 

I  knew  not  that  you  was  venal  enough 
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be  purchafed :  had  you  more  dexte- 
roufly  concealed  it,  and  I  had  found. 
,  that  nothing  fhort  of  being  a  couiitefs 
would  have  made  you  happy,  I  mighf, 
while  I  fondly  believed  myfclf  beloved. 
have  ftrove  to  procure  you  that  rank, 
as  well  as  many  other  follies  I  have  given 
into ;  but  1  ihaiik  you  ;  you  tore  oft 
the  mafk  in  time,  and  I  refign  you  with- 
out a  figh.' 

"  As  1  concluded,  I  haftily  remounted 
my  horfe,  before  either  could  reply, 
and  left  the  court  of  the  caflle,  where 
this  conference  had  taken  place. 

"  Though  I  had  hitherto  borne  all 
highly,  love  and  vengeance  at  once  dii- 
tra6led  my  bofom  ;  in  three  days,  a 
burning  fever  raged  in  my  veins,  and, 
for  fourteen  more,  confined  me  to  my 
bed.  My  fenfes  reftored,  I  bluflied  at 
my  folly,  and  refolved  not  to  let  my 
enemies  triumph  in  my  weaknefs.  Ac- 
companied 
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companied  by  my  conftant  friends,  I 
crofled  to  France,  where  we  paffed  fome 
months,  and  where  I  recovered  fuffi- 
ciently  to  aflume  the  appearance,  if  noc 
the  reality,  of  tranquillity. 

"  While  in  Paris,  I  received  letters 
by  an  efpecial  meffenger,  fent  by  Sir 
Alexander  McGregor ;  thefe  were  not 
only  to  inform  mc^  but  alfo  my  friends, 
that  a  criminal  fuit  had  been  entered 
againfl  us,  by  Sir  David  Stuart,  for 
forcibly  carrying  off  his  daughter  (who 
was  now  wedded  to  the  Earl  of  Rofke* 
lyn),  and  detaining  her  a  whole  night, 
during  which,  though  (he  efcaped  with 
honour,  fhe  fuffered  the  mod  cruel 
anxiety  and  fear.  There  was  likewife 
againft  me  a  fecond  complaint-,  this  was 
exhibited  by  the  Dowager  of  Roflvelyn 
and  her  fon  :  it  fet  forih  that  I,  in  con- 
junction with  a  loW'born  man  named 
M'Crae,    by    falfehood    and    unlawful 

arts, 
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arts,  had  praclifed  and  wrought  upon 
the  weaknefs  of  the  late  chief  Monteith, 
and  fo  far  beguiled  him,  as  to  at  length 
perfuade  him  to  make  me  heir  to  his 
poffeflions ; — praying  to  have  his  will 
annulled,  and  made  void  5  and  that 
alfo  an  injundion  might  be  iflued,  for- 
bidding me,  on  the  higheil  penalties, 
any  longer  to  ufe  a  name  I  fo  highly 
difgraced.  In  addition  to  this  intelli.- 
gence,  Sir  Alexander  informed  us,  we 
were  cited  to  appear  in  fix  weeks  to  an- 
fwer  thefe  accufations  (three  of  which 
were  already  elapfed)  ;  and  that  a  non- 
appearance would  fubjed  us  to  the  for- 
feiture of  our  eftates,  and  to  our  being 
declared  outlaws. 

*'  This  intelligence,  on  my  own  ac- 
count, would  have  given  me  but  little 
uneafinefs  ;  but  the  idea  of  having  thus 
involved  my  friends  ahnoll  diflradled  me. 
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**  We  loft  no  time,  but  haflened 
home.  The  parhament  was  held  at 
Perth,  where  we  furrendcred,  to  anfwer 
the  crimes  alleged  againft  us. 

"  The  appointed  day  arrived  ;  the 
king  and  fome  of  the  firft  nobles  in  the 
land  fat  as  our  judges.  My  having  been 
favoured  by  the  Duke  of  Albany,  with- 
out other  caufe,  would  have  been 
fufficient  to  condemn  me;  but  my  ene- 
mies did  not  even  truft  to  that  -,  for  I 
obferved  that  my  judges  were  the  picked 
friends  of  the  houfes  of  Stuart  and  Rof- 
kelyn. 

My  felfand  my  companions  werebrought 
forward,  and  Sir  David's  accufation 
firft  preferred.  To  fupport  this,  it  was 
abfolutely  neceflary  to  call  in  the  evi- 
dence of  Ellen  and  the  dowager.  As 
the  former  entered  the  court  of  juftice, 
never  before  hiid  I  thought  her  fo  beau- 
tiful ;  but  my  heart,  far  from  fluttering 
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as  it  was  wont  at  her  approach,  recoiled 
with  difguii:,  while  an  aguifh  coldnefs 
ran  through  my  veins.  She  entered, 
fupported  by  her  lord  and  by  her  father  ; 
and  the  king  himfelf  gracioufly  defired 
her  to  be  of  good  courage,  as  much  de- 
pended on  her  evidence. 

"  Refolved  to  afford  her  no  triumph^ 
I  fixed  my  eyes  (Irongly  upon  her,  and, 
with  a  half  fmile,  which,  I  confefs,  was 
forced,  waited  for  her  to  prefer  her 
complaint. 

"  The  eye  of  Ellen  funk  beneath  the 
fcrutiny  of  mine ;  (he  trembled,  the 
blood  forfook  her  cheek,  and  her  father 
and  hufband  in  vain  intreated  her  to  re- 
fume  her  fpirits  ;  fhe  hefitated,  but 
could,  notwithdanding  all  their  perfua- 
fions  and  her  own  efforts,  at  laft  only 
fay  :  'I  was  forced  from  the  protedion 
of  my  father,  detained  many  hours  in  ar 
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lone  houfe,  where  I  underwent  the  mod 
violent  alarms.* 

"  To  obtain  farther  from  her  was 
impoflible,  and  (he  was  led  from  the  hall 
by  her  lord.  The  evidence  of  Sir  Da- 
vid, John  of  Rolkelyn,  and  others,  who 
wimefled  the  deed,  was  next  heard  ;  and 
the  whole  being  concluded,  I  was  called 
upon  for  my  defence. 

"  I  acknowledged  the  feizing  the 
lady ;  but  palliated  the  adion,  by  de- 
claring, that  my  only  motive  was  to  be 
aflured  from  her  own  lips,  whether  fhe 
favoured  John  of  Rolkelyn  ;  that,  from 
our  former  contrad:,  I  had  flattered  my- 
felf  with  being  in  pofifeiTion  of  her  heart ; 
but,  on  a  convidion  of  (the  contrary,  I 
had  immediately  reftored  her  to  her 
father. 

"  That  for  my  friends,  Rofs,  McGre- 
gor, Hamilton,  and  De  Bourg,  they 
were  even  unacquainted  with  the  deed 
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till  It  was  committed  ;  on  which  account 
I  prayed  that,  whatever  might  be  the 
forfeiture,  they  might  be  exempt. 

"  One  of  the  judges  replied — My 
defence  by  no  means  palHated  my  fault; 
that,  if  I  efcaped  purn'fhment,  every  man 
who  could  not  gain  leave,  or  opportu- 
nity, to  urge  his  fuit  to  a  lady,  might 
think  himfelf  authorized  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  violence  ;  that,  for  my  friends, 
though  not  principals,  yet  being  accef- 
faries  in  the  fame  daring  outrage,  it  was 
but  juft:  that  they  fhould  be  punifhed  ac- 
cordingly. For  the  efcape  of  the  lady, 
he  attributed  that  more  to  Providence 
and  her  own  chaflity,  than  to  my  virtue; 
and  finally  concluded  by  faying,  if  I  had 
ought  more  to  urge,  to  declare  it  before 
they  proceeded  to  fentence. 

"  This  reply,  though  no  more  than 
I  expedled  from  the  partiality  of  my 
judges,    neverthelefs   provoked   mc   to 

anger. 
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anger,  and  I  anfwered  with  heat :  *  That 
I  had  no  wifh  to  detain  the  court,  but 
muil  obferve,  that  neither  Providence 
nor  the  chaftity  of  the  lady  were  more 
intereited  in  the  prefervation  of  her  vir- 
tue than  myfelf ;  true  it  was,  that  I  had 
her  in  rny  power,  but  that  I  was  no  ra- 
viiher,  and,  where  I  could  no  longer 
efteem,  I  ceafed  to  love.' 

"  To  end  this  part  of  my  relation,  the 
court,  after  fome  little  demur,  proceeded 
to  pronounce  the  penalty  of  our  crime. 
I  was  fentenced  to  a  fine  of  fix  hundred 
marks ;  my  companions  to  one  of  an 
hundred  each. 

**  Such- was  the  refult  of  the  firft:  ac- 
cufation.  On  the  fecond,  which  took 
place  the  enfuing  day,  I  ftood  alone  as 
a  culprit ;  but  my  conftant  friends  were 
as  near  me  as  poffible. 

"  The  Dowager  of  Hofkelyn  firft  gave 
in  her  teftiraony  againft  me,  Ihc  reca-* 
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pitulated  what  I  have  before  informed 
you,  namely,  the  arts  ufed  by  M^Crae, 
his  wife,  and  myfelf,  in  order  to  ingra- 
tiate me  in  the  favour  of  the  late  chief, 
to  the  detriment  of  her,  his  fifter,  and 
of  his  nephew,  the  prefent  Lord  of  Rof- 
kelyn. 

"  How  confcious  is  guilt ;  during  the 
whole  time  (he  fpoke,  her  eyes  were 
fixed  on  the  ground,  and  her  voice  and 
complexion  teftified  the  conflicl  fiie  felt 
within. 

"  John  of  Rofkelyn's  complaint  was 
but  the  echo  of  his  mother's.  I  revelled, 
he  faid,  in  the  wealth  of  his  uncle,  and 
difgraced  a  name  never  before  disho- 
noured. 

"  In  anfwer  to  thefe  accufaiions,  I 
now  held  myfelf  free  to  declare  all  I 
knew  ;  and  which  I  corroborated  by  the 
teftimony  of  friar  Thomas,  and  the  oaths 
figned  by  M'Crae  and  his  wife.     The 
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paternal  afFedlion  of  the  chief  for  me  was 
alfo  teflified  by  my  friends ;  but  nothing 
appeared  ftrong  enough  to  throw  guilt 
on  fo  fair  a  fame  as  that  of  the  Dowager- 
of  Rofkelyn.  The  oaths  of  M'Crae  and 
his  wife  were  merely  regarded  as  fabri- 
cated to  deceive  the  chief;  and  the  afle- 
verations  of  Father  Thomas  treated  as  a 
grofs  and  purchafed  deceit.  In  (hort, 
I  was  condemned  to  furrender  all  that 
Monteith  had  bequeathed  me,  to  re- 
linquifli  his  name,  and  to  be  outlawed 
for  life  in  the  Weftern  Ifles." 

Randolph,  whofe  heart  beat  high  at 
the  recital  of  his  father's  wrongs,  could 
bear  no  more,  but,  ftarting  up,  ex- 
claimed :  "  Now,  fhame  and  difgrace 
be  mine,  if  I  follow  not  that  Lord  Rof- 
kelyn through  the  world  ; — my  brother 
James,  and  alfo  the  young  St.  Clair,  as 
their  years  increafe,  will  catch  my  ar- 
dour, and  revenge  their  father,  or  die." 
VOL.  III.  G  Though 


'  -Thou^rfJ^afed  with  th^  ifft^YicAi'thz 
heat  of  Randolph  befpoke,  Mohteith  re- 
plied whhniarked  earned nefs  :  f  Ran- 
dolph, my  iarm  is  yet  ftrong  enough  to 
defend  itfelf ;— I  thank  thy  duty  and 
affe^lion  :  but  note  me  well,  if  thou 
attempted  ought  againft  the  Lord  of 
Rofkelyn,  m,y  curfe  will  reft  on  thee.** 

Randolph  darted,  and  looked  afto- 
nifhed,  but  made  no  reply. 

*•*  Remember,*'  continued  Monteith, 
with  more  gentlenefs,  "  that  he  is  my 
brother,  the  fame  blood  purples  our 
veins,  one  mother  bore  us^and  be 
aflured,  the  time  will  yet  come,  when 
thou  wilt  fee  her,  unforced,  do  juftice. 
Have  I  not  already  my  revenues  re- 
ftored  ?  and  I  have  no  doubt  time  will 
accomplifli  the  reil.'* 

"  Pardon  me,"  replied  Randolph, 
**  they  muft  love  a  father  hb  than  I, 

who 


Z  "3  ] 

who  can  hear  of  fuch  oppreflions-  un- 
moved." 

*'  I  thank  thee,  my  generous  boy ; 
thou  thinkeft  with  the  warmth  of  youth; 
I  begin  to  judge  with  the  coolnefs  of 
i  age ;  I  pity  the  Lord  of  Rofkelyn,  he 
hath  already  his  punifhment. — But  to 
proceed. 

"  The  fentence  was  no  fooner  pro- 
nounced than  I  was  commanded  to  de- 
Hver  up  my  fword  ;  for,  as  I  had  volun- 
tarily furrendered,  it  had  not  been  taken 
from  me. 

"  To  be  difarmed  was  a  difgrace  I.did 
hot  choofe  to  fubmit  to. — '  My.  fword/ 
faid  Lwith  heatj  *  belonged  to  my  e^ver 
honoured  and  lamented  uncle  the  chief 
Monteitb,  and  never  will  I  r^fign  it.-^ 

"  Yield    the    fwoid,'    repeated    the 

'  king;  *  if  it  belonged  to  the  chief  Mon- 

ttith,Jt?triQW  appertains  -to  the  Earl  of 
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R-ofkelyn  ;  therefore  to  his  Hand  refign* 


it.' 


*'  John  of  Rofkelyn,  with  vifible  ex- 
iiltalion,  advanced  towards  me.     1  took 
no  time  for  reflexion  ;  my  pafiions  were 
my  maflers  ;  and  had   even  James  him- 
felf,  at   that  moment,  come  in  contad 
with  me,  I  had  a^led  the  fame  : — I  feized 
Rcfkelyn,  and  threw  him  with  violence 
from  me. — '  Daftard,  knave,'  exclaimed 
I,  *  learn  thy  diftance  ;  did  1  think  my 
blood  of  the  quality  of  thine,  I  would 
f^ek    to    prove    it    baftard.      Earn    the 
fword  of  Monteith,*  continued   I,  un- 
flieathing  it.;  '  to  gain  it,  thou*  mAift:  take 
a 'life/ 

*'  Alas !  my  paflion  involved  my 
friends  in  my  misfortune  ;  —  drawing  my 
weapon  appeared  the  fignal  for  all  to  do 
the  fame,  and  the  hall  of  jullice  in  a 
moment  became  a  fcene  of  confufion. 
The  courtly  moths  inftantly  fluttered 

round 


[  125  1 

round, the  torch  of  royalty,  as  though 
we  meant  to  extinguifh  it  j  and  the  cry 
oltreafonl  treafonf  m  voices  rendered 
fhrill  by  fear,  as  thofe  of  women,  echoed 
through  the  court. 

"  A  detachment  of  foldiers  imme- 
diately ruflied  in,  with  Sir  Duncan  Keith 
at  their  head.  The  veteran  had  ferved 
with  my  lincle,  and  I  was  well  known  to 
him.  His  party  furrounded  us,  and  a 
parley  enfued ;  when  we  were  all  or- 
dered to  refign  our  weapons ; — a  com- 
mand we  refufed  to  obey.  *  Never,' 
exclaimed  I,  '  fliall  it  be  faid  that  a  pu- 
pil of  the  gallant  Monteith  laid  down  his 
fword  at  the  command  of  a  tyrant. 
Should  I  ad  fo  unworthily,  truly  fhould 
I  prove  myfelf  an  alien  to  his  name  and 
blood.  To  the  name  of  Rofkelyn  1  re- 
fign all  claim  i  and,  fo  help  me  Heaven, 
if  I  would  not  fooner  be  for  ever  M*Crae, 
G  3  than 
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than  fake  the  accurfed  title,  if  I  Were  to 
rcfemble  thofe  who  now  bear  it-' 

"  A  cry  to  wrefi:  our  weapons  from 
us  was  again  repeated  ;  and  again  we 
perfifted  to  die  with  them  in  our  grafp. 
Among  the  foldiers  we  I'iad  all  been  uni- 
verfally  beloved  ;  therefore,  though  they 
furi-ounded  us,  no  attempt  was  made  to 
annoy  us.  Sir  Duncan  Keith,  approach- 
ing the  king,  fpoke  to  him  in  a  low 
voice,  but  with  much  energy  ;  to  which 
lie  at  length  anfwered,  though  with  heat, 
*  A61  as  you  pleafe  ;'  or  words  to  that 
import. 

"  Sir  Duncan  then  advancing  to- 
wards us,  faid  :  ^  Igrieve  to  fee  men, 
heretofore  fo  warmly  attached  to  their 
cotmtry  and  king,  fo  far  forget  them- 
felves  as  fo  have  recourfe  to  fuch  de- 
fpetSLte^'tneafures ;  ye  are  but  five,  and 
your  H\?es  would  be  only  the  facrifice  of 
^a  tnoment  J  yet,  through  an  unwar- 
"  .  rantable 
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ran  table  •  pride,  ye  .would  f^c^^r  loie 
them  than  obey  the^ commands  of  youp 
foveieign.  For  m,e, : I  fet>t he.  example 
of  peace  ;  I  (heath  .  my  fword,  an-d 
order  my  foldiers  to  do  the  fame.? 
Sir  Duncan,  as  he  fpoke,  replaced 
his  weapon  in  the  fcabbard,  as  did 
alfo  his  men ;  an  example  that  was 
inftantly  followed  by  myfelf  and  friends ; 
and,  without  farther  contention,  wd 
were  committed  to  his  care,  at  the  corar? 
mon  guard. 

"  The  whole  country  expelled  that 
our  punifhment  would  have  been  nothing 
lefs  than  death  ;  but  if  the  mercy  of 
James  did  not  fpare  us,  the  prudence  of 
his  miniflers  prevailed,  to  fave  the  eifu- 
fion  of  blood  fuch  a  (lep  would  have  oc* 
cafioned.  ^  ,..  ^^-y^^: 

"  After,  much  deliberation,  we -were 

^11  coit\4e(Tin^d  tpjbarii/fiment  in^tl^e  ifland 

of,jBarra,,an(^,tp,f|Lj^eri4]^  thef pains  and 

peoaki^s  of  outlaws,  (hould  we  return 

G  4  from 


[   128  ] 

from  thence  ;  but  my  eftate  was  alone 
de5:reed  forfeit,  according  to  the  former 
fentence. 

'^  A  (Irong  detachment  of  foldiers 
efcorred  us  to  Our  deftination,  in  the 
tower  of  M'Le^- d  ;  where  we  found  a 
garrifon  of  twelve  men,  who  had  been 
placed  there  as  our  guards. 

"  Here  our  conductors  left  us ;  and 
we  had  not  been  landed  a  week,  before 
my  old  comrades  and  friends,  who  had 
heard  of  my  difgrace,  came  from  every 
quarter,  offering  their  fervices,  and  curf- 
ing  my  opprefTors.  Our  guard  appeared 
inclined  to  fhew  us  their  power ;  but, 
with  fome  httle  afliftance,  were  foon 
filenced  and  difarmed  ;  after  which,  we 
put  them  on  board  a  vefTel  that  traded 
on  the  coaft,  and  fent  them  back  to 
Scotland. 

*'  As  we  remained  perfeclly  quiet,  no 
notice  was  taken  of  this  affront  until  the 
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enfuing  year,  when  a  much  larger  party 
was  fent ;  thefe  we  alfo  difpofed  of  in 
the  fame  manner,  making  them  the 
bearers  of  this  meflage :  *  That,  left  to 
ourfelves,  we  were  difpofed  to  peace; 
but  would  not  quietly  fubmit  to  maders.' 
"  Some  few  trifling  efforts  were  af- 
terwards made  to  fubjed  us ;  but  failing 
of  fuccefs,  they  were  at  length  difconti- 
nued  :  and  here  ends  my  hiftory  till  I 
met  my  Ambrofine.'' 
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The  enfuing  afternoon,  in  terms  paf- 
fionate  as  the  effufions  of  a  firft  affec- 
tion, did  Monteith  relate  the  courfe  of 
his  love  for  Ambrofine,  which  Ran- 
dolph but  imperfedly  knew.  '^  The 
jewels  fhe  firfl  brought,"  faid  he,  "  were 
left  in  the  cadle  of  Monteith,  and  from 
thence  taken  by  Rofkelyn  or  his  wife  j 
but  welcome  were  they  to  the  baubles, 
fince  they  brought  me  acquainted  with 
Ihee,  my  love. 

"  The  depredations  on  the  domain 
are,  I  doubt  not,  great ;  and,  (hould  I 
never  return  to  fee  them,  will,  I  trufl, 
be  repaired  by  thofe  I  leave  behind : 
however,  I  am  not  without  hope ;  time 

and 
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and  chance  happen  to  all ;  and  I  yet 
flatter  myfelf  to  pafs  the  days  of  my  old 
age  in  the  hall  of  my  honoured  uncle, 
and  to  have  my  bones  depofued  by  his 
fide/'  :, 

Monteiih  then  minutely  recapitulated 
e;very  event  until, the  time  that  he  and 
his^fi'iend  were  furprlfed  and  made  pfi» 
loners. —  **  Our  bufinefs  being  con- 
cluded,*' continued  he."  we  departed 
from  Benbecula,  in  order  to  return  to 
Barra  ;  the  party,  you  know,  confilted 
of  only  Sir  James  Rofs,  myfelf,  and  the 
men  whom  we  took  to  navigate  our  little 
velTel. 

"  We  had  not  long  left  the  ifland, 
when  we  obferved  a  Ihip  under  Danilh 
colours  right  in  our  courfe  ;  the  fame 
veflel  I  had  noticed  the  day  before  at 
anchor  on  the  coaft.  Though  the  wind 
was  fair,  fhe  appeared  to  fail  heavily, 
and  make  no  way.   When  we  drew  near 
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her,  a  great  confufion  appeared  on  board, 
and,  on  being  hailed  by  our  men,  they 
replied,  their  veflel  had  fprung  a  leak, 
Jlnd  that,  not  having  a  fufficient  number 
of  hands  to  keep  the  water  from  rifing. 
It  gained  upon  them  very  fad  *,  they 
therefore  implored  our  afiiflance,  which, 
they  affirmed,  would  fpeedily  free  them 
from  danger. 

"  Their  claim  on  our  pity  and  fuc- 
cour  was  too  flrong  to  be  denied.  Rofs, 
myfelf,  and  one  of  our  men,  leaped  on 
board,  leaving  our  fwords  in  our  own 
veflel.  Two  of  the  Danes  led  the  way 
to  the  hold ;  but  we  were  no  fooner 
between  decks,  than  we  were  fur- 
rounded  by  ten  armed  men,  who  fprung 
upon  us,  faying  we  were  prifoners ; 
Sir  James  and  myfelf  inflantly  drew 
forth  our  dirks,  and  wounded  three  of 
the  aflailants ;  we  were,  however,  foon 
overpowered  by  numbers,  and  difarmed. 

Thus, 
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ThuSj  Randolph,  I  lofl:  the  dirk  that 

gave  thee  fuch  alarm. 

"  Raging  almoft  to  madnefs,  I  de- 
manded for  what  purpofe  this  treachery 
was  pra<5lifed  ;  but  they  carefully  evaded 
anfwering  all  queftions,  only  faying, 
that  no  farther  violence  was  intended, 
unlefs  they  were  compelled  to  it,  by  any 
attempt  to  regain  our  liberty. 

"  They  then  left  us  under  a  guard  of 
fix  men,  in  the  cabin  ;  v;hile  fome  of 
them  forced  the  man  that  remained  on 
board  our  vefTel  to  enter  theirs.  We 
were  foon  after  informed  by  the  leader 
of  the  villains,  whom  I  afterwards  knew 
to  be  M'Lellan,  that  our  deftination  was 
different ;  Sir  James  and  the  men  being 
defigned  for  Denmark ;  while  myfelf 
and  fix  of  this  perfidious  crew  were  to 
be  landed  at  Ardnamurchan.  Not  till  I 
received  this  intelligence,  did  I  in  the 
leafl  fufped  the  houfe  of  Rofkelyn  to  be 

concerned 
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concerned  in  this  dark  tranfaclion^jife^r 
this  at  once  unravelled  thejnyfteTy,  and 
led  me  tofufped:  that  murder  was  to  con- 
clude the  bufinefs.  -^rro?* 

*'  Oppofition  and  complaint  were  ufe»- 
lefs.  To  Rofs,  who  I  trufted  would, 
at  fome  future  period  reach  the  ifland, 
I  xoirimended  my  wife  and  children  ^ 
and,  after  having  embraced,  we  fep^ 
rated. 

*'  Re-embarking  on  board  our  own 
veflel,  the  Dane  left  us  ;  and,  with  my 
fix  villainous  guards  only,  I  reached  the 
deftined  port.  On  landing,  we  walked 
fome  miles  over  a  lone  and  defolate 
track,  when  we  reached  a  cottage,  which 
was  that  of  M^Lellan  ;  where  we  found 
only  an  old  woman,  and  two  more  of 
the  crew. 

*'  I  was  fhewn  to  a  chamber,  and 
food  brought ;  but  no  means  of  efcape. 
appeared  poflible  j  for  my  guards  con- 
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rtaiitly  'relieved  each  other  in  their  watch 
on  the  outfide  the  houfe. 
■''^**  The  noife  of  vulgar  mirth,  occa- 
fioned  by  intoxication  and  mingled 
triumph,  continued  fome  hours ;  and 
by  what  difcourfe  I  heard,  I  am  con- 
vinced the  party  were  of  that  daring 
and  blood-thirfly  fet,  known  in  the 
Highlands  by  the  appellation  of  KattU' 
rins» 

*'  Near  the  clofe  of  day,  M'LeU 
Ian,  I  found,  left  them  j  for,  being  only 
in  the  next  apartment,  I  could  hear  al- 
moft  every  word.  He,  however,  re- 
turned early  in  the  morning  ;  and,  from 
what  I  could  gather,  I  was  to  be  moved 
the  enfuing  night. 

"  During  the  day,  I  tried  the  ^^^^i 
of  promifed  bribes  upon  M'Lellan  j  but 
my  offers  were  of  no  avail,  and  1  was 
forced  to  fubmit. 
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^^  In  the  evening  I  left  the  cottage, 
attended  by  fix  guards;  and,  towards 
midnight,  we  reached  the  caftle  of  the 
Valley;  which,  indeed,  1  judged,  from 
its  lonely  fituation,  to  be  intended  for 
either  my  prifon,  or  the  fcene  of  my 
death.  Sir  David  had  been  dead  fome 
years ;  and  that  domain,  with  its  fmall 
revenues,  had  fallen  to  his  daughter, 
the  Lady  Rofkelyn. 

"  On  our  entrance,  I  faw  no  one  but 
the  old  porter  at  the  gate,  M'Lellan 
leading  the  way  to  the  hall,  where  I  ex- 
pelled at  leaft  to  find  the  whole  family 
affembled  ;  but  was  much  aftonifhed  to 
fee  only  the  countefs. 

"  Though  fo  many  years  had  elapfed 
fmce  I  faw  her,  her  beauty  was  yet  daz- 
zling ;  but  not  a  trace  of  that  innocence 
and  fimplicity,  which  firftcaught  my  heart, 
remained  ;  her  manners  are  bold  and 
alTuming,  and  the  only  expreffion  of  her 

eye 
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eye  pride  and  contempt.  Though  the 
beauriful  fymmetry  of  hq:  features  yet 
remain,  they  are  ftrongly  marked  by 
the  tyrant  paffions  that  rule  within  her, 
and  keep  her  not  only  at  variance  with 
others,  but  alfo  with  herfelf. 

"  On  our  entrance  into  the  hall,  (he 
ordered  the  guard  to  retire. — '  h  it  pof- 
fible,*  faid  fhe,  her  eyes  fparkling  with 
malicious  joy,  '  that  the  valiant  and  un- 
daunted St.  Clair,  v/ho  feis  kings  at  de- 
fiance, and  laughs  at  their  power, 
ihould  be  conquered  by  a  woman  ?  Re- 
venge is  now  mine,  and  canil  thou  ex- 
pect mercy  ?' 

"  I  neither  afk  nor.exped  it,'  I  re- 
plied, '  and  would  fooner  perifh  than 
receive  a  favour  from  thee.' 

"  What,  not  for  the  fake  of  the 
heirefs  of  Kintail !  the  gentle,  love-fick 
Ambrofme,  the  wife  of  thy  bofom  ?' 

"  Woman/ 
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*'  VvTomaii,'  interrupted  I,  '  learn  ta 
rerpe<S  virtues  thou  canfl  not  compre- 
hend. For  the  heirefs  of  Kintail,  or 
rather,  as  thou  fayeft,  for  the  wife  of  my 
heart,  dearer  to  me  than  the  blood  that 
gives  it  motion,  gladly  would  I  facrifice 
all  but  honour ;  and  honour  and  thee 
can  never  afTimilate.* 

"  Remember/  fald  (he  pafTionately, 
*  that  thou  art  in  my  power ;  and  let 
that  knowledge  teach  thee  prudence,  left 
I  be  tempted  to  ufe  it.' 

"  Do  fo  J  call  in  thy  myrmidons, 
they  are  worthy  their  employer :  but 
where  is  John  of  Rolkelyn  ?  is  he  funk 
fo  low  as  to  delegate  thee  to  tranfadl 
this  bufmefs  ?' 

*'  Neither  John  of  Rofkelyn,  nor  his 
afpiring  chajle  mother,  have  to  claim 
ought  in  this  enterprife  ;  'tis  mine  own, 
and  I  glory  in  it ;  they,  it  is  true,  have 
ere  now  fighed,  and  wi(hed  Monteith  in 

their 
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xhe'in^xvex';  but  I  purfued  the  means, 
and']have  accompUrned  my  purpofe.' 
'-  ^M'i-me^   j'ou^J  have,    by    fraud   and 
meannefs ;  .what  is  to  follow  ?' 

"  That,  even  by  myfelf,  is  undeter- 
mined. Meannefs  I  deny  ;  and  flrata- 
geni  was  neceffcLry.,  The  brave  and  wife 
do  not  always  attack  a  lion  openly,  but 
fometimes  entangle,  him  in  a  net,  or  foil 
him  in  a  trap.' 

*'  Much  more  difcourfe  of  the  fame 
tendency  palled  between  us,  but  to  no 
purpofe,  except  increafing  the  bitternefs 
on  both  fides  ;  until  at  length  fhe  rofe 
in  much  heat,  and,  going  to  the  door  of 
the  hall,  called  M'Lellan ;  who  imme- 
diately obeying  the  fummons,  I  was  con- 
duced to  the  watch-tower,  and  a  guard 
fet  over  me. 

.  v*^  During  the  time  I  remained  a  prU 
fsner,  I  faw  the  countefs  feveral  times. 
My  food  was  regularly  fervecj,  and  good 

of 
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of  its  kind  ;  and  a  fuppofitlon  I  firit 
imbibed,  that  they  meant  to  poifon  me, 
infenfibly  wore  ofF;  but  imprifcnmenty 
and  the  anxiety  of  my  mind  in  refpect 
of  my  wife,  children,  and  friends,  infen- 
fibly preyed  on  my  fpirits,  and  would 
inevitably  have  deflroyed  me,  had  not 
Heaven  at  length  fent  fuccour,  in  the 
perfon  of  our  beloved  Randolph. 

**  I  well  know  M'Lellan  was  abfent 
one  night  while  I  was  confined,  and 
"which,  I  conclude,  was  that  on  which 
he  and  Randolph  met  He  himfelf  in- 
formed me,  that  he  had  been  vaifal  to 
Sir  David,  bur,  for  fome  years,  had 
been  at  his  own  difpofal. 

"  My  liberation  you  all  well  know; 
I  fhall  therefore  conclude  with  laying, 
that,  though  I  truft  the  leiTon  I  have 
received  will  not  harden  my  heart,  yet  it 
will  in  future  teach  me  to  give  a  moment 
to  reflexion  before  I  a(5t." 

"  Dear 
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*^  Dear  father,  I  thank  you/'  faid 
Randolph,  as  Monteith  concluded  ; 
^^  what  the  countefs's  future  intentions 
•were  refpeding  you,  I  cannot  conjec- 
ture ;  murder,  I  think,  it  could  not  be, 
or  fhe  would  nor  fo  long  have  delayed  it. 
I  much  wonder  (he  did  not  fend  for  her 
lord,  or  his  mother  " 

"  It  hath  been  agreed  in  all  ages," 
replied  Monteith,  laughing,  "  that  wo- 
man's adions  are  frequently  impene- 
trable ;  if  fo,  we  in  vain  endeavour  to 
difcover  the  fource  of  hers  ;  perhaps, 
alfo,  they  were  undetermined,'* 

**  Thank  Heaven,  it  is  over,"  replied 
Randolph.  "  My  obligations  to  that 
poor  damfel  that  attended  Lady  Roike- 
lyn  never  can  be  forgotten  ;  and  I  would 
now  again  willingly  enter  her  hated 
dwelling,  to  refcue  poor  Jean  from 
tyranny." 
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*'  Thou  hadft  indeed  great  obligations 
to  the  maid,"  replied  Monteith  ;  "  fhe 
attended  thee  during  thy  confinement, 
and  a  fort  of  mutual  confidence,  I  think, 
took  place  between  ye." 

**  On  my  part,  in  nothing  material," 
anfwered  Randolph  ;  "  but  through  her 
I  firft  gained  intelligence  of  you,  for 
which  I  (hall  always  love  her  dearly." 

**  A  hard-favoured  damfel,  rather 
crooked,  and  about  thirty,  is  (he  not  ?" 
faid  De  Bourg  gravely  ;  "  I  think,  as  I 
was  fauntering  about  the  caftle,  I  faw 
fuch  a  one  at  the  gate." 

*'  Oh,  no,"  replied  Randolph  warmly, 
"  (he  cannot,  I  think,  be  more  than 
my  own  age;  her  form  is  flraight  as 
an  Highland  pine,  and  her  face  almoft 
as  handfome  as  Piiillippa's." 

Phillippa  blufhed  ;  — "  and  you  Idve 
her  as  well,"  returned  (he,  in  a  tone  of 
reproach,  "nay,  better,  or  you  would^not 

have 
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•have:  faid-you  would  again  vlfit  that  hate- 
ful caflle  for  her  fake," 
.  r.-^*;  Dear  Phillippa,  ought  I  not  to  do 
fo  ?'  fdr  to  her,  in  all  probability,  I  owe 
my  life,  and,  perhaps,  yet  more,"  glan- 
cing his  eyes  towards  Monteith.  "  I 
indeed  think  myfelf  very  ungrateful : 
had  it  been  thee,  my  fifter,  no  power 
on  earth  (hould  have  kept  me  fo  loiig 
away." 

The  whole  party  were  filent,  attending 
to  the  difcourfe  of  Randolph  and  Phil- 
lippa.— "  Thefe  feelings,"  continued 
the  youth,  "  prove  the  force  of  blood, 
of  which  I  have  heard  and  read  fo 
much." 

"  It  rather  proves  the  force  of  naturq," 

replied  the  chevalier,  with  an  arch  fmiJe. 

"  Is  it  not  the  fame  thing?"  inquired 

:  Randolph.  ^  i^.  t    i 

i    jf'  Not  quite,"  faid  De  Bourg  ;  SSbut 

i  I  jJrithce,  «nter  no  more  into  thy>  ichem es 
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of  knight-errantry  this  year  :  thou  gaveft 
the  girl  money  to  take  her  to  her  friends, 
and  there,  for  the  prefent,  let  the  bufi- 
nefs  reft." 

"  I  muft,  perforce,"  faid  Randolph, 
"  but  I  forget  not  my  obligations,  and 
long  to  return  them.'* 

"  In  what  manner  ?"  inquired  the 
chevalier. 

Randolph  hefitated. — "  In  truth,  che- 
valier," faid  he,  "  I  believe  you  are  jeft- 
ing  ;  but  I  long  to  return  them  as  they 
deferve  ;  I  (hould  like  to  fee  Jean  out  of 
danger,  and  free  from  want." 

**  In  the  arms  of  a  worthy  and  de- 
ferving  hufband,"  faid  De  Bourg. 

"  I  never  thought  of  that,"  replied 
Randolph,  *  but  indeed  it  would  be 
moft  defirable ;  would  to  heaven  fhe 
was  wedded  to  fome  honeft  man,  that 
would  make  her  happy  !" 

"  Nay, 


[  145  ] 

"  Nay,  then,"  replied  De  Bourg  dryly, 
''  if  fuch  are  your  wi/hes,  I  will  predid, 
that  your  knight-errantry  will  lleep  till 
next  year." 

"  Chevalier,**  refumed  Randolph, 
"on  my  life,  I  do  not  comprehend  you.'* 

*^  Heed    him  not,"  faid   Ambrofine  ^ 
laughing  ;  "  he   doth  not  comprehend 
himfelf.     The  afternoon  is  fine ;  Phil- 
lippa  and  James  will  walk  with  thee  on 
the  (hore,  and  enjoy  the  fea-breeze." 

They  cheerfully  confented,  and  the 
party  divided  in  different  purfuits,  lea- 
ving Rofs,  Hamilton,  M'Gregor,  De 
Bourg,  Monteith,  and  his  wife,  to  them- 
felves. 
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"  By  my  life/'  faid  De  Bourg,  as  foon 
as  they  were  alone,  "  but  Randolph's 
queflion  was  to  the  purpofe  ; — what  the 
countefs's  future  intentions  were  to- 
ward you,  I  cannot  conjedure  ;  murder, 
I  am  convinced,  it  could  not  be.  As  I 
before  faid,  Monteith,  thou  art  a  partial 
hiftorian ;  but  if  thou  canfl:,  for  once, 
prithee,  be  ingenuous,  and  develope 
this  myftery." 

*'  De  Bourg,'*  replied  he,  "  to  my 
friends  I  have  no  concealments,  nor  in- 
deed fhould  I  to  any  of  our  comrades, 
after  the  many  inftances  I  have  had  of 
their  attachment,  and  the  fmcere  proof 
of  their  fecrecy  in  refped  to  Randolph  ; 

but 
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but  the  truth  is,  I  have  a  flory  to  dif- 
clofe,  which  for  worlds  I  would  not 
have  known  to  that  youth  ;  as  here- 
after, when  informed  of  his  real  birth, 
it  would  cover  him  with  (hame.  By  my 
life,  could  any  tint  appear  through  my 
dark  complexion,  I  (hould  blufh  for^ —  ' 
''  Not  thyfelf,  I  hope,  St.  Clair,"  faid 
Rofsj  laughing. 

"  No  •,  though  I  have  no  virtue  to 
boafi:  on  that  account,  for,  as  I  felt  no 
temptation,  there  was  no  merit  in  with- 
flanding  the  tempter. — What  I  fhall 
relate,  I  pray  you,  let  ever  remain  a 
fecret  in  your  own  bofoms ;  Randolph 
already  knows  too  many  of  the  ill  qua- 
lities of  the  countefs,  for  fhame  to  be 
added  to  the  account,  when  he  learns 
fhe  is  his  mother." 

"  On  the  fecond  night  after  my  ar- 
rival at  the  caftle,  I  was  again  conducled 
to  the  hall,  where,  as  before,  1  found 
H  2  the 
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the  countefs ;  her  manners  were  lefs 
haughty  than  before,  and  (he  entered 
into  converfation  with  a  freedom  that 
aftonifhed  me. 

*^  Monteith/  faid  fhe,  '  thou  hart: 
laughed  at  my  weaknefs  and  derided  my 
power ',  I  vas,  therefore,  refolved  to 
convince  thee,  that  I  was  not  fo  infigni- 
ficant  an  enemy  as  thou  thoughtert: ;  nei- 
ther the  dowager  nor  Rofkelyn  know  of 
this  enterprife ;  and,  by  the  blefled 
faints,  I  mean  thee  no  perfonal  injury.' 

''  Then  why  detain  me  here?*  re- 
plied I. 

"  Didfl:  thou  not  detain  me,'  faid 
(he,  '  in  a  worfe  place,  and  where  my 
virgin  fame  might  have  fallen  a  faciifice?' 

*'  To  my  fhame  I  confefs  it ;  but  no 
advantage  was  taken  of  that  fituation.' 

"  No ;  thou  offeredrt:  to  wed  me  at 
the  firfl:  church  in  our  way  j — was  it  not 
fo?' 

«  It 
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**  It  was ;  but  to  what  doth  this  reca- 
pitulation of  follies  tend  ?* 

"  Thou  feed  my  memory  yet  retains 
that  circumftance,  though  fo  many  years 
have  elapfed.* 

"  More  happily  forgotten  than  called 
to  remembrance.* 

"  I  think  not  fo :— St.  Clair,  thou  wert 
even  then  a  better  warrior  than  a  wooer, 
or  thou  hadft  not  taken  a  maiden's  an- 
fwer  fo  haftily.' 

"  I  ftood  in  filent  aftonifhment.  Af- 
ter a  fhorc  paufe,  flie  continued: — *  To 
look  on  thee,  Monteith,  no  one  would 
conclude  outlawry  a  fevere  punifliment ; 
for  thou  art  fcarcely  changed.  What 
thinkeft  thou  of  me  ?  either  the  world 
flatters,  or  I  (till  retain  fome  of  the 
charms  that  caught  thy  heart  at  Dum- 
fries.' 

*'  My  tafte  in  beauty  is  changed,'  re- 
plied I,  coldly  ;  '  I  am  therefore  no 
judge.' 

H  3  «'  Pifh  ; 
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"  Pifh  ;  a  wife  of  fixteen  years  can- 
not blind  thy  fight ;  I  know  mankind 
better.  No  one  can  blame  thee  for 
marrying  the  heirefs  of  Kintail ;  but, 
in  fpite  of  thy  anger,  St.  Clair,  even  then 
thy  heart  was  never  hers.' 

"  Were  a  man  to  avow  that  falfehood,' 
replied  I  warmly,  *  I  would  proclaim 
him  a  liar  and  a  villain  ; — AL.-brofme 
alone  was  then  dearer  to  me  than  life  or 
liberty ;  and  time  and  poflelTion,  inftead 
of  leffening,  have  increafed  my  alTedion; 
fo  that,  were  we  both  at  this  moment 
free,  and  fhe  deprived  of  wealth,  beauty, 
and  all  the  natural  graces  that  raife  her 
above  her  fex,  for  her  heart  and  difpofi- 
tion  alone  would  I  prefs  her  to  my  bo- 
fom,  and  fhare  the  power  of  empires 
with  her,  did  I  poflefs  them.' 

"  The  countefs  reddened,  but  ap- 
peared to  flruggle  to  fupprefs  her  paf- 
fion.— '  1  bat  intrude  upon  you  with  my 

folly,' 
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folly,'  at  length  faid  fhe ;  '  would  you 
wilh  to  retire.?' 

"  I  wcula  firfl  wifh,'  anfwered  I,  '  to 
know  why  I  am  detained  here;  I  have 
•injured  no  one,  particularly  you  j  if  you 
fuppofe  I  have,  point  the  remedy.* 

"  Monteith,'  replied  fhe,  rifmg  and 
laying  her  hand  on  my  arm,  while  her 
eyes  were  ftrongly  fixed  on  my  face, 
*  canft  thou  point  out  a  remedy  for  my 
father's  folly,  thine  own  pride,  and  my 
infatuation,  which  fixed  me  for  life  irr 
fplendid  mifery  ?' 

''  I  felt  like  one  flruck  with  light- 
ning :  '  Lady,'  replied  I,  recoiling  from 
her  touch,  '  'tis  natural  that  fathers 
fhould  wifh  their  children  great ; — for  my 
pride,  as  you  call  it,  let  it  be  for  ever 
forgotten  ;  your  refufal  hath  been  pro- 
dudive  of  fuch  happy  confequences  to 
me,  that  I  fhall  for  ever  revere  and  blefs 
the  occafion  \  and,  for  infatuation,  there 
H  4  could 
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could  be  none  in  a  connexion  that  gave 
you  an  adoring  hufband,  F.nd  children, 
one  of  whom,  1  am  convinced,  will  (land 
forth  hereafter  unrivalled  in  honour.* 

"  You  know  not  John,  he  is  the 
counterpart  of  his  father  \  and  for  Ma- 
tilda, though  at  prefent  gentle,  unafTum- 
ing,  and  afFedionate,  her  charader  is  not 
fixed.  To  love  the  children,  Monteith,' 
continued  fhe  with  energy,  *  it  is  necef- 
fary  to  elleem  their  father.' 

"  You  will  laugh  when  I  tell  you, 
that  I  would  fooner  have  been  in  the 
front  of  a  battle  than  engaged  in  this 
difcourfe.— '  I  can  be  no  judge,*  at 
length  faid  I,  '  in  affairs  of  this  nature ; 
but  the  combined  honour  of  the  houfes 
of  Rofkelyn  and  Stuart  will  doubtlefs 
lead  you  in  a  more  proper  path  than  caa 
be  pointed  out  by  Montelih,  or,  if  you 
pieafe,  by  M'Crae  the  outlaw.' 
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"  Perifh  the  name,'  faid  fhe,  ^  and 
with  it  the  accurfed  phantom  pride,  that 
fixed  me  a  Rofkelyn  !  St.  Clair,*  added 
fhe,  with  foftnefs,  '  thou  once  faid,  thou 
wifhedft  to  lead  me  in  the  path  of  happi- 
nefs ;  is  the  road  for  ever  barred,  can  it 
never  more  be  opened  to  Ellen  ?' 

*'  I  truft  it  may ;  but  I  intrude  on 
your  patience  ;  I  will  retire.' 

"  Say,  rather,  I  intrude  on  you ;  is  it 
pofTible  that  the  man,  who  hath  fo  often 
fworn  everlafting  love  and  truth  to  me 
alone,  fhould  be  fo  infenfible  to  my  hap- 
pinefs  ?' 

"  I  turned  from  her  with  difguft, 
and,  approaching  the  door,  called  aloud 
upon  M'Lellan,  ordering  him  to  lead 
the  way  to  the  tower. 

"  The  countefs  remained  in  filent 
rage  j  M'Lellan  obeyed ;  and  thus  ended 
our  fecond  conference.'* 

H  5  *<  Now, 
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"  Now,  marrv,"  fai.i  Ds  Rourcr, 
*'  hadfl  thou  not  calltd  in  M'Lellan  xo 
defend  thy  virrue,  I  know  not  what 
might  have  been  theconfequence;  —  why, 
ihou  (lock,  thou  man  of  marble,  had  I 
been  in  thy  place,  I  would  have  returned 
home  in  a  week;  nay,  hadil  thou  loved 
ihy  wife,  thou  couldil  never  have  acled 
fo  fooliady.*' 

"  Why,  what  would  you  have  doner*^' 
faid  Ambrofine. 

*'  Done  !"  repeated  the  chevalier  : 
•'  why,  in  the  firfl  place,  I  would  not 
have  affronted  a  fair  lady;  Jofeph  is  no 
prototype  for  me  ;  my  garment  fliould 
never  have  w'itnefied.againft  me;  a  man 
may  as  well  be  blamed  for  fomething  as- 
for  nothing." 

"  In  faith,  I  believe  thee,"  faid  Ha- 
milton. '*  But  proceed,  Monteith  ;  the 
infamy  of  that  woman  is  almod  without 
example  ;  at  her  age  too,  when  it  might 

be 
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be  fuppofed  the  warmth  of  youth  had 
given  place  to  matronly  feelings/' 

*'  Poor  woman,"  faid  Ambrofine, 
*'  a  flave  to  her  vices,  they  reign  with 
uncontrolled  power  over  her :  had  fhe 
met  with  a  hufband  who,  by  knowing 
what  was  due  to  his  own  honour,  hady 
in  the  early  period  of  their  marriage, 
curbed  her  follies,  fhe  might  have  proved 
a  better  wife,  a  more  tender  mother, 
and  a  more  refpedable  member  of  fo- 
ciety." 

"  Thank  heaven,  that  tafk  was  not 
referved  for  me,"  anfwered  Monteith  j 
"  outlawry,  imprifonment,  nay,  death 
itfelf,  would  be  preferable  to  pafling 
even  a  (hort  period  with  a  woman  of 
fuch  unlicenfed  pafTions. — But  to  pro- 
ceed: though  I  (hall  (horten  the  infamous 
relation  as  much  as  pofTible. 

**  We  had,  after  this,  feveral  confe^ 
rences  j  the  purport  of  which,  I  truly 

H  6  believe. 
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believe,  M'Lellan  fufpeded,  from  fome 
fly  words  that  efcaped  him.  At  times 
Ihe  was  calm  and  foothing ;  at  others, 
the  natural  bent'  of  her  difpofition  pre- 
dominated, and  (he  threatened  to  give 
me  up  to  the  dowager  and  her  fon.  My 
conducl  was  indeed  more  calculated  to 
increafe  than  to  afluage  her  anger  -,  and 
I  have  no  doubt  but  that  a  fecret  death 
would  have  concealed  her  fliameand  my 
imprifonment,  had  not  Randolph  and 
our  friends  releafed  me. 

"  In  one  of  our  conferences,  (he  went 
fo  far  as  to  fay,  that  (he  defpifed  and  de- 
tefted  her  lord  ;  threw  the  blame  on  me 
for  not  preventing  her  marriage ;  and 
placed  all  her  fubfequent  imperious  con- 
dud  to  difappointed  love  and  revenge ; 
curfed  my  wife  ;  and,  finally,  offered  to 
fly  with  me  to  any  part  of  the  world  I 
chofe. 
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"  No  gratitude  foftened  my  refufal, 
but  horror  gave  bitternefs  to  my  words; 
and  putting  her  from  me  with  more 
roiighnefs  than  I  had  ever  before  ufed  to 
a  woman,  I  bid  her  remember  (he  was 
mv  brother's  wife.' 

"  Your  brother/  repeated  (he  with 
acrimony,  '  doth  he  deferve  that  title, 
or  doth  the  dowager  deferve  the  name 
of  mother  ?  for  the  firft  believed  the  juf- 
tice  of  your  claim  while  he  contefted  it ; 
and  the  laft  knows  its  juftice  while  fhe 
denies   it.      I   remember  thou  faidfl,   I 
might  be  the  nominal^  but  never  the  real 
Countefs  of  Rofkelyn  ;  I  acknowledge 
that  truth,  and  feel  my  borrowed  ho- 
nours fit  fo  heavily   upon  me,  that  I 
would  willingly  refign  them.' 

"  You  have  no  right,*  anfwered  I; 
*  your  children  are  born  to  exped 
them,  and  never  (hall  my  claim  difturb 
their  poffeffion  j  for  I  abjure  the  name 

of 
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of  RofKelyn  for  ever  both  for  me  and 
mine.' 

"  I  thank  vou  fcr  them  '  anfwered 
file  contemptuoufjy  ;  '  in  my  hands  is 
the  only  proof  that  can  injure  them,  and 
there  it  (hall  remain.' 

"  We  parted  with  mutual  difcontent 
on  both  fides ;  and,  after  this  difcourfe, 
I  enjoyed  the  fatisfaclion  of  not  feeing 
her  for  a  whole  week.  At  the  end  of 
that  period,  llie  again  informed  me,  that 
fhe  ihould  give  me  up  to  the  family  of 
Roikelyn  ;  at  lead  inform  them,  that  I 
was  in  her  power. 

"  Do  fo,*  replied  I  ;  '  but  remember, 
James  is  no  more ;  and  the  young  king 
already  begins,  I  underftand,  to  think 
for  himfelf;  my  eftates  have  been  re- 
ftored,  and,  though  even  fecret  murder 
fhould  remove  me,  I  have  fons  to  claim 
my  right,  and  who  hereafter,  I  have  na 
doubt,  will  have  courage  to  defend  it ; 
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my  death,  therefore,  can  now  be  of  no 
avail  to  the  houfe  of  Rofkelyn  j  neither 
do  I  think  the  dowager  or  her  fon  would 
rtain  their  hands  with  my  blood,  how- 
ever they  might  wifh  to  devote  me  to 
poverty  and  (hame.  The  deed  mud 
therefore  reft  with  thee,  and  let  it  be 
fpeedy  ;  thou  haft  myrmidons  ever 
ready,  and  this  caftle  will  be  the  proper 
fcene,  as  it  hath  heretofore  been  of  my 
folly  and  thy  ingratitude.' 

"  Reproach  me,  Monteith,' exclaimed 
(he  ;  *  a  thoufand  times  more  welcome 
to  my  ears  is  the  found  of  reproach  than 
contempt ;  nay,  1  will  aflift  thy  me- 
mory :  thou  favedft  my  life  at  Dumfries  ; 
in  this  hall  thou  didft  pay  my  father's 
debts,  and  afterward  a  double  fum  at 
Edinburgh  ;  in  this  hall  didft  thou  plight 
to  me  thy  faith,  and  I  did  accept  it ; 
and  in  this  hall,  in  an  accurfed  hour, 
did  I  break  my  faith  to  thee,  and  gave 

my 
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my  hand  where  I  could  not  beflow  my 
heart.     Canft  ihou  fay    more  ?    In  the 
caftle  of  Rofkelyn/  continued  (he,  '  co- 
vered with  jewels,  I  was  miferable  ;  my 
heart,    in   fpite    of  myfelf,    was    Mon- 
teith's ;  and,  however  with  double  acri- 
mony I  endeavoured  to  conceal  the  pain- 
ful truth,  the  warmth  with  which  Am- 
brofme  fpoke  of  thee  ftung  me  to  mad- 
nefs  J    and  truly   did   fhe   fay,  that  t/je 
proud  da?nes  ofthefouth^  under  their  filken 
canopies^  woidd  envy  the  wife  of  the  outlaw 
of  Barra, 

"  I  weary  myfelf  in  repeating  the  ex- 
travagancies of  this  woman  j  fuffice  it, 
they  were  all  of  the  fame  purport,  either 
raging  with  paflion  and  revenge,  or,  in 
her  milder  moments,  offering  me  liberty, 
on  condition  of  being  my  companion. 
The  lad  three  weeks,  however,  her 
condud  was  more  referved  and  thought- 
ful 5  and,  no  doubt,   her  mind  was  em- 

^ployed 


ployed  how  to  difpofe  of  me,   that  her 
difgrace  might  never  be  difcovered  ;  fhe 
may,  however,  reft  in  fecurity  ;   never 
again  will  I  fhame  myfelf  by  the  recital ; 
and,   for  Randolph's   fake,   let   us,   if 
poffible,  bury  her  frailties  in  oblivion." 
**  Willingly,  on  my  pan,'*  faid  Rofs, 
for  the  only  injury  I  fuftained  in  the  bufi- 
nefs,  fave  my  fears  for  you,  were  fome 
few  days  of  hunger ;  which  the  poor 
fellows  that  were  fellow  fufferers  in  my 
captivity,  bore  with  me  with  great  pa- 
tience; and  that,  I  underftand,  the  lady 
Ambrofme  hath  totally  obliterated  from 
their  memory  by  her  generofity." 


While  Monteith  was  relating  to  his 
friends  the  derogatory  conduct  of  the 
countefs,  Randolph,  'with  Phillippa  and 
James,  had  climbed  a  hill  on  the  fea- 
(liore ;    where   James   diverted   himfelf 

with 
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vviih  the  exerclfe  of  his  bow,  while  the 
two  former  fat  upon  the  height,  viewing 
the  vafl  expanfe  of  fea  and  Iky.  *'  Bro- 
ther," faid  Piiillippa,  "  why  art  thou 
ferious  above  thy  ufual  cuflom  ?  thoa 
wifhedft  to  hear  my  father's  llory,  and, 
though  he  has  been  unjuflly  treated, 
there  is  nothing  now  to  grieve  thee  ;  for 
we  have  him  fafe  at  home  ;  and  I  doubt 
not  but  that  he  will  be  careful  in  fu- 
ture.'* 

"  I  trufl  he  will/'  anfwered  Ran* 
dolph. 

"  What  then  makes  thee  figh,  and 
caufed  thee  to  be  fo  filent  as  we  walked  ?  ^ 

"  Nay,  I  know  not  j  my  own  folly 
perhaps." 

'*  Whatever  it  be,  if  it  makes  thee  fad, 
I  will  gladly  bear  a  part ;  may  1  not 
know  the  caufe  ?" 

"  Sweet  filler,"  replied  Randolph, 
**  I  fliame  almofl  to  tell  thee  my  thoughts, 
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though  I  know,  at  my  requefl,  thou  wilt 
not  reveal  them,  as  they  might  difpleafe 
my  father." 

"  Never  to  injure  thee,  Randolph  5 
but,  perhaps,  thou  haft  miilaken  fome- 
thing,  for  I  am  convinced  thou  art,  if 
poflible,  lately  doubly  beloved  by  both 
our  parents.*' 

"  Yet,  Phillippa,  is  it  not  ftrange 
that,  in  the  recital  of  the  events  of  my 
father's  life,  he  never  mentioned  ;;// 
mother  ?  Was  flie  fuch  a  character*  that 
his  heart  flirunk  at  the  idea,  and  his 
tongue  refufed  to  mention  her  name  ? 
What  is  ftill  more  ftrange,  he  doth  not 
appear  to  have  had  any  former  attach- 
ment, except  his  predilection  in  favour 
of  the  Countefs  of  Rofkelyn. 

"  It  is  ftrange,  indeed,'*  anfvvered 
flie ;  "  fome  reafon,  though  doubtlefs 
not  a  material  one,  occaiioned  the  omif. 
Hon,   In  my  early  youth,  I  ever  thought 

my 
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my  mother  was  thine  ;  but,  after  thy  de- 
parture, fhe  undeceived  me  5  but,  find- 
ing me  curious,  fhe  cut  the  matter  (hort, 
by  faying :  "  Randolph  is  worthy  thy 
mod  fifterly  affection  5  his  blood  is  noble 
on  the  fide  of  his  mother  as  well  as 
of  his  father,  and  never,  I  predid,  will 
he  difgrace  it/' 

"  If  fo/'  anfwered  Randolph,  "  the 
more  wonderful  it  fhould  be  concealed  j 
yet  our  friends,  when  I  mentioned  the 
circu'mftance  once  to  them,  aflured  me 
the  fame." 

'^  I  will  relate  to  thee  an  obfervation 
I  made  during  my  mother's  ficknefs, 
which  has  led  me  to  form  a  conjedure, 
which  I,  however,  never  before  difclofed. 
Sir  Alexander  M'Gregor  vifited  us  ; 
and  to  him  fhe  recommended  us  all,  but 
niofl  particularly  thee:  — '  See,*  faid 
file,  '  my  noble  friend,  that  dear  boy 
hath  his  right,  if  ye  would  that  Mon- 
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teith's  foul  and  mine  fiiould  reft  ;  for 
his  claim  on  the  houfe  of  M'Gregor,  if 
he  prove  the  generous  lad  I  think  him, 
never  will  he  accept  it.'  Sir  Alexander 
fwore  to  what  my  mother  required  ; 
but  no  farther  explanation  took  place : 
but  it  hath  given  me  an  idea  that  I  will 
difclofe  to  thee :  What  claim  canft  thou 
have  on  the  houfe  of  M'Gregor,  unlefs 
by  thy  mother  ?  and  tendernefs,  or 
fome  other  caufe,  may  make  our  father 
cautious  of  naming  her  before  James 
McGregor,  whofe  fifler,  1  conclude,  (he 
was. 

"  Deareft  Phillippa,  thy  under- 
ftanding  far  outftiips  thy  years ;  for  I 
have  no  doubt  thou  haft  judged  rightly, 
and  the  thought  gives  me  pleafure : 
what  alio  corroborates  the  furmife  is, 
that  I  am  named  after  Randolph." 

James  Monteith,  weary  with  his  fport, 
at  that  moment  joined  them,  and  they 
retook  their  way  to  the  fortrefs,  both 
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entirely  convinced,  that  their  fagacity 
had  difcovered  the  fecret  that  had  fo 
long  puzzltd  the  mind  of  Randolph  to 
develope. 
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CHAP.    viir. 

While  peace,  health,  and  harmony, 
reigned  among  the  inhabitants  of  the 
rude  and  uncultivated  coaft  of  Barra, 
forrow,  difeafe,  and  death,  vifited  the 
gilded  chambers  of  the  caflle  of  Roike- 
lyn.  Two  days  after  the  efcape  of  Mon- 
teith  from  the  power  of  the  countefs, 
her  vexation  and  defpair  were  in  fome 
meafure  diverted  into  another  channel, 
by  a  meffenger  arriving  to  inform  her, 
that  her  fon  lay  at  the  point  of  death, 
from  an  epidemic  fever. 

Foiled  in  her  defigns  on  Monteith, 
{he  refolved  to  return  to  Rolkelyn  ;  for, 
though  no  duty  to  her  hufband,  or  ma- 
ternal   affection    to    her   children,    in- 

fluericed 


C   >68  ] 

fluenced  her  conduft,  (he  had  now  an 
opportunity  of  gaining  credit  for  both  ; 
while,  at  the  fame  time,  the  occafion 
would  fave  her  thofe  concefTions  to  her 
lord,  that  her  leaving  his  houfe  might 
otherwife  appear  to  demand,  and  to 
which  her  haughty  fpirit  was  not  inclined 
to  fubmit. 

To  the  great  joy  of  the  youthful  Jean, 
fhe  departed  the  enfuing  day,  but 
reached  the  CLiflle  only  in  time  to  hear 
the  groans  of  her  agonized  lord,  and  the 
cries  of  his  mother  ;  who,  two  hours 
before  her  arrival,  had  witnefled  the 
death  of  the  heir  to  their  valT:  pofTefTions. 
Though  the  countefs  pofleffed  none  of 
the  tender  feelings  which  diilinguifh  a 
mother,  the  death  of  her  fon  gave  a 
blow  to  her  confequence,  which  made 
her  at  once  weep  for  him  and  for  herfelf: 
(hould  her  lord  likevvife  die,  an  event 
(he  before  was  regardlefs  of,  the  lofs  of 
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her  fon  had  placed  an  infuperable  bar  to 
her  future  power  ;  for,  as  the  eflate  was 
confined  to  the  male  line,  the  Lady 
Matilda  could  only  claim  a  fortune  be- 
fitting her  rank  and  name  ;  'tis  true, 
fhe  herfelf  might  yet  bear  children  ;  but 
as,  for  the  laft  twelve  years,  no  event  of 
that  fort  had  taken  place,  fhe  defpaired 
of  fo  defirable  a  circumftance. 

The  death  of  Lord  John  fat  heavily  on 
the  heart  of  his  father ;  but  yet  more  fo 
on  the  dowager,  who,  no v/ approaching 
to  fixty,  began  to  feel  that  her  days 
were  numbered,  and  that  a  review  of 
her  pad  life  afforded  no  confolation, 
either  for  the  prefent  or  for  the  future. 

The  fudden  and  myilerious  capture  of 
the  young  Montrofe,  the  firfl-born  of 
the  Earl  of  Roikelyn,  and  now  the  death 
of  his  fecond  fon  in  the  bloom  of  fix- 
teen,  made  her  feel  that  the  hand  of 
Heaven  was  upon  her,  and  that,  though 
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It  may  be  flow  to  punlfli,  the  hour  of 
retribution  will  come.  For  her  fon's 
wife,  (he  loved  her  not ;  even  their 
fimilariry  of  dirpofition  made  them  foes; 
for,  both  haughty,  vindidlive,  and  over- 
bearing, neither  would  yield  fway  to  the 
other  :  no  fooner,  therefore,  were  the 
rites  of  the  church  performed,  and  the 
dead  youth  depofited  with  the  aflies  of 
his  ancePcors,  than  the  dowager  retired 
to  an  eitate  fhe  had  in  the  vicinity  of 
Stirling,  and  there  alone  brooded  over 
her  forrovvs. 

Not  fo  the  countefs ;  a  (hort  time  re- 
moved from  her  even  the  femblance  of 
forrow ;  and  her  lord,  flill  a  flave  to 
the  fafcination  of  her  charms,  again  fub- 
mitted  to  the  yoke  of  her  tyrant  fpirit. 

Fearful  left  he,  by  fome  other  lefs 
palliating  means,  might  learn  the  cap- 
ture of  Monteith,  Ihe  herfelf  informed 
him  of  it,  and  alfo  of  his  fubfequent 
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flight ;  but  the  motive  fhe  gave  for  her 
condu£t  was  far  wide  of  truth  : — Vexed, 
fhe  faid,  at  being  at  variance  with  her 
lord,  file  was  refolved  to  fhew  him  that 
his  interefl  was  flill  dear  to  her,  by 
feizing  on  his  greateft  enemy,  whom  fhe 
meant  to  refign  to  him,  had  fhe  not 
been  difappointed  by  his  efcape. 

^'  Right  glad  am  I  that  he  did  fo,'* 
replied  the  earl ;  "  the  eftate  of  Rolke- 
lyn  is  enough  for  me ;  I  grieve  that  of 
Mcnteith  v/as  ever  contefted.  for  :  by 
will,  he  is  truly  my  uncle's  heir  ;  and 
for  fome  caufe  we  are  afflided  :  let  us 
tempt  the  anger  of  Heaven  no  farther/ 

Whatever  were  the  intentions  of  the 
countefs,  who  ftill  languifhed  for  re- 
venge, fhe,  for  the  prefent,  concealed 
her  rancour,  and  feemed  to  acl  in  per- 
fed  acquiefcence  with  her  lord. 

The  confufion  over,  which  the  death 
of  Lord  John  occafioned,  Jean  requefl?d 
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her  difmlflal ;  which  was  granted  with 
fome  difficulty  by  her  miflrefs,  who, 
however,  ere  they  parted,  proved  the 
truth  of  the  adage,  that  guilt  is  ever 
fufpicious ;  for,  looking  on  her  fternly, 
fhe  faid,  "  Let  whatever  palTed  during 
my  abfence  from  the  caille  of  Rofkelyn 
be  a  fecret,  or  thou  and  I  are  foes." 


The  firft  gufl  of  grief  palTed,  the 
Lord  Rofkelyn  formed  a  plan  for  vifit- 
ing  England ;  a  fcheme  that  entirely  met 
with  the  approbation  of  the  countefs,  as 
it  would  enable  her  to  difplay  that  gran- 
deur which  conftituted  the  whole  of  her 
happinefs. 

Lord  Rofkelyn's  motives  were  diffe- 
rent ',  he  had  fpared  no  pains  or  ex- 
pence  many  years  before,  and  had  even 
fent  melTengers  over  the  neighbouring 
kingdom,  to  make  inquiry  after  his  fon ; 

but 
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but  all  without  efFed ;  and,  though  he 
could  not  flatter  himleif  with  being  more 
fuccefsful,  yet  he  refolved  to  make  the 
trial,  were  it  only  to  divert  his  mind 
from  the  lofs  he  had  recently  fuflained. 

During  their  abfence,  Lady  Matilda 
was  to  be  placed  with  the  dowager  ; 
and  all  being  prepared  with  a  fplendour 
befitting  the  countefs's  wiOieSjfix  months 
after  their  fon's  death,  they  took  the 
way  to  England. 

In  the  mean  time,  Monteith  was  in- 
formed by  Sir  Alexander  McGregor  of 
ail  that  had .  pafTed  :  he  did  not  rejoice 
at  the  death  of  his  enemy's  child,  but  he 
plainly  forefaw  that,  whenever  he  chofe 
to  bring  Randolph  forward,  he  would 
be  received  as  the  immediate  gift  of 
Heaven. 

Three  years  pafled,  which  completed 

the  manly  perfon  of  Randolph  ;  tall  and 

well  formed,  his  body  was  flrcng  and 

I  3  active. 
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atlive,  and  his  features  fucli  as  at  once 
commanded  efteem  and  refpett ;  while 
his  temper,  not  to  difgrace  fo  fair  an 
exterior,  was  brave,  noble,  generous, 
and  humane.  The  friends  of  his  youth 
were  (till  beloved  with  the  fame  ardour ; 
but  his  partiality  for  Phillippa  was  yet 
more  evident,  and  fuch  as  could  not 
have  failed  to  have  given  pain  to  Mon- 
teith  and  his  wife,  had  they  not  forefeen 
from  it  the  mod  flattering  confequences. 

The  graces  of  Phillippa  alfo  began  to 
be  known  far  beyond  the  narrow  bounds 
of  Barra ;  while  fhe  herfelf,  like  the 
unconfcious  rofe-bud,  bloomed  only 
among  the  kindred  of  her  parent  tree ; 
nor  wifhed  to  diiFufe  her  charms  beyond 
it. 

In  the  youthful  James  and  St.  Clair, 
Monteith  could  not  fail  to  retrace  his 
own  boyifh  days  •,  the  fame  peifon,  the 
fame   character  diflingulilicd  them  ;  fo 

that 
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that  he  would  fometimes  fay  to  his  wife, 
'■ — '•  By  heavens,  Ambroiine,  were  I  in- 
clined to  fay  thou  played  (I:  me  falfe,  thefe 
boys  would  give  me  the  lie  to  the  whole 
world,  which  would  fooner  believe  theni 
not  to  be  thine  than  mine  ;  for  thy  ala- 
bafter  fkin,  thy  foft  blue  eyes,  and  thy 
amber  locks,  thou  haft  beftowed  on  Phil- 
lippa  alone.'* 

"  In  that  cafe,  then,  fortune  hath 
been  doubly  kind/'  flie  replied ;  *^  for 
they  not  only  fave  my  reputation, 
but  are  what  I  warmly  wifhed.  Ran- 
dolph alfo  favours  thee  ftrongly ;  both 
thou  and  he  are  true  Monteiths,  as  his 
mother  ufed  to  obferve  of  him ;  but 
that  is  eafily  accounted  for  ;  ye  both 
refemble  the  dowager,  except  that  dame 
nature,  confidering  her  fex,  hath  be- 
ftowed on  her  a  fairer  complexion*" 

I  4  The 
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The  rude  wind  and  a  threatening  fky, 
one  evening,  having  forced  a  fmail  vef- 
fel  to  feek  ihelter  in  the  haven  of  Vaterfa, 
the  crewr  and  pallengers  came  on  (here ; 
when  one  of  the  latter  aiked  feveral  quef- 
tions  refpeding  Monteith  and  his  family, 
of  whom  he  faid  he  had  heard  much, 
and  that  he  fhould  have  thanked  rather 
than  have  lamented  the  dorm,  had  it 
brought  him  to  the  knoweledge  of  one 
he  was  fo  anxious  to  fee." 

"  Marry,  mailer,"  replied  one  of  the 
iflanders,  *^  and  he  would  have  made 
you  right  welcome  •,  for  he  hath  a 
princely  fpirit ;  fo,  in  faith,  have  they 
all ;  for,  as  we  fay  in  the  iflands,  '  Go 
to  Barra  fad,  ye  will  come  back  glad.* 
Not  a  nobler  heart  ever  beat  in  a  human 
bofom ;  and  then  for  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren, in  faith,  they  are  the  flowers  of 
the  country  j  nay,  I'll  be  bold  to  fay, 

all 
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all  Scotland  cannot  match  the  lads ; 
then,  for  the  Lady  Phillip,  kings  might 
ft^ke  their  crowns  for  her  good  will." 

"  My  good  fellow,  thou  inflamefl  my 
curiofity ;  ivS  there  no  way  to  reach  the 
ifland  ;  the  diftance  is  fliort  ?*' 

."  Not  more  than  two  miles  to  the 
tower  of  M'Leod  ;  and  if  fo  be  that 
you  are  willing,  I  have  a  ftout  fea-boat, 
that  fhall  fafely  carry  you/' 

"  I  thank  you,  and  will  accept  your 
offer  ;"  fo  faying,  he  gave  a  piece  of 
gold  to  the  illander  ;  who  prepared  his 
boat,  which  the  flranger  entering  with 
two  of  his  followers,  they  foon  reached 
Barra. 

"  Now,  my  friend,  I  mud  farther 
trouble  you  to  greet  the  chief  from  me  i 
fay,  that  a  flranger  from  the  Orkneys, 
the  Lord  of  Ronaldfa,  prays  his  hofpi- 
tality  tills  rough  night.'* 

I  5  ^'  Marry, 


<c 
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Marry,  will  I ;  but,  were  you  not 
a  lord,  he  might  perhaps  like  you  better; 
for  he  hath  had  fome  fcurvy  tricks  played 
him  by  fome  of  your  brethren ;  yet,  as 
you  are  an  iflander,  that  may  make 
a  difference." 

"  I  truft  it  will ;  bear  ye  the  meffage, 
I  will  here  wait  your  return." 

The  iflander  immediately  haftened  to 
the  fortrefs,  where  he  had  no  fooner 
delivered  his  errand,  than  St.  Clair  fent 
Randolph  and  James  to  bid  the  ftranger 
welcome. 

Of  the  outlaws  of  Barra  the  Lord  of 
Ronaldfa  had  heard  much  ;  but  his  ex- 
pedation  fell  far  fhort  of  the  reality ; 
for  he  found  men  whofe  under/landing 
would  have  bettered  the  councils  of  their 
country,  whofe  manners  might  have 
.graced  its  courts,  and  whofe  fkiil  and 
bravery  would  have  led  its  armies  to 
conquelh 

His 


[  179  ] 

His  own  dlfpofition  was  noble  and 
courteous ;  he,  therefore,  foon  conci- 
liated the  friendfhip  of  his  hods,  and  the. 
evening  palled  gaily.  At  fupper,  they 
were  joined  by  the  Lady  Ambrofme  and 
Phillippa  j  the  former  of  whom  repeated 
his  welcome  with  a  grace  he  had  feldom 
witnefTed. 

The  repaft  ended,  the  wife  of  Mon- 
teith,  at  her  hufband's  requeft,  took  her 
harp,  as  Phillippa  did  her  lute,  which 
accompanying  with  their  voices,  the 
Lord  of  Ronaldfa  exclaimed,  in  a  rap« 
ture, — "  By  Heaven,  I  would  give  half 
my  lands  to  be  an  outlaw  among  ye ;. 
when  James  the  Firll  fent  ye  hither, 
he  doomed  ye  to  Paradife,  not  to  pu- 
nifhment." 

"  How  can  it  be  otherwife,"  replied 
De  Bourg,  bov/ing  to  Ambrofine  and 
her  daughter,  "  when  we  dwell  with 
angels  ?" 

I  6  '^  True/* 
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"  True,"  faid  Monteith,  laughing; 
"  but  he  fent  no  angels  with  us ;  they 
were  the  gift  of  Heaven/* 

"  Would  to  fortune  then,"  anfwered 
the  chevalier,  "  that  Heaven  had  been 
more  bountiful  in  the  number." 

Ambrofme  again  tuned  her  harp  and 
fung,  as  did  alfo  Phillippa,  with  Ran- 
dolph and  her  brother  James,  till  near 
the  hour  of  midnight ;  when  Ambro- 
fine,  rifmg,  faid, — "  The  night  is  far 
fpent,  and  our  noble  gueft,  from  the 
fatigues  of  the  day,  muft  be  weary." 

*'  Lady,"  replied  he,  "  when  I  came 
hither  this  evening,  I  thought  I  was  fo  ; 
but  ye  polTefs  the  power  of  turning  paia 
to  pleafure  ;  for  I  never  felt  lefs  fatigue 
in  my  life  than  at  the  prefent  moment.'* 

Ambrofme  bowed,  and,  with  her 
daughter,  retired  ;  while  Monteith  at- 
ti?nded  his  gueft  to  his  chamber,  and 
wifbed  him  good  repofe. 


C  i8i  3 


CHAP.    IX. 

For  fome  days  the  weather  proved 
ftormy,  a  circumflance  the  Lord  of  Ro- 
naldfa  was  not  forry  to  profit  by,  to 
prolong  his  flay  at  Barra ;  young,  rich, 
and  uncontrolled  mailer  of  himfelf,  he 
felt  a  flrong  predile6lion  for  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  fortrefs,  and  mofl  particu- 
larly for  Phillippa;  fo  that  he  feized 
an  opportunity  to  entreat  the  intereft 
and  confent  of  the  chief  and  Ambrofine 
to  his  addreffing  their  daughter. 

My    lord,"    anfwered    Monteith, 

you  do  me  honour,  and  I  feel  the 

obligation  as  I  ought ;  for  you  gene^ 

roufly  wave  the  diflance  between  your 

rank  and  the  daughter  of  a  banifbed 

^  man. 
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man.  Of  the  Lord  of  Ronaldfa,  though 
not  before  perfonally  known,  I  have 
heard  much  ;  and  my  confent  cannot 
fail  to  fandlion  your  wifhes,  fhould  yoa 
fucceed  in  gaining  that  of  my  daughter. 
Young  and  unaccuftomed  to  any  com- 
pany but  that  of  her  own  family  and  my 
friends,  who  to  her  are  as  fo  many  fa- 
thers, I  rather  fear  (he  will  for  the  pre- 
fent  decline  all  change  :  I  will,  however, 
frankly  lay  your  merits  before  her,  and 
give  her  my  opinion ;  but  the  decifive 
reply  mufl:  come  from  herfelf ;  for  in  the 
ftate  of  marriage,  which  of  all  others  I 
have  found  mod  happy,  I.  conceive  the 
parties  as  the  hrfl  and  mod  proper 
agents.'* 

Ambrofme  coincided  with  her  huf- 
band,  and  received  the  thanks  of  the 
Lord  of  Ronaldfa;  who  felt  they  had 
faid  all  that  a  man  of  probity  could  ex- 
pert from  the  parents  of  a  beloved  child. 

To 


C  183  ] 

To  break  the  bufinefs  to  Phllllppa  was 
the  tafk  of  the  Lady  Ambrofme,  who, 
being  alone  with  her  daughter  the  en- 
fuing  morning,  faid  carelefsly :  "  The 
weather  ftill  detains  our  noble  gueil  ; 
what  thinkelt  thou  of  him,  Philiippa?" 

"He  is  a  handfome  and  portly  man/* 
replied  fhe  i  "  think  you  not  fo,  mo- 
ther r 

"  I  do/*  anfwered  Ambrofme. 

"  Bridget  tells  me,"  refumed  Phil- 
lippa,  "  that  he  has  been  lavifh  in  his 
generofity  to  the  men  and  maidens  of 
the  fortrefs ;  and  that  his  followers 
fpeak  of  him  as  an  honour  to  his  rank." 

"  Though  I  like  not  my  guefts  to  pay 
for  their  entertainment,"  replied  Am- 
brofme, "  yet  his  conduct  betokens  an 
open  heart ;  and,  when  a  noble's  vaffals 
fpeak  well  of  him,  'tis  a  good  fign.'* 

"  They  alfo  fay,"  continued  Phil- 
.   lippa,  "  that  he  is  greatly  beloved  in 

the 
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the  Orkneys,  for  his  liberality  and  kind- 
nefs :  all  of  which  accounts  have  tended 
to  make  me  refped  him.*' 

*'  They  have  the  fame  effe£l  upon  me," 
replied  Ambrofme. 

"  Then,*'  faid  Phillippa,  "  he  pre- 
fumes  not  on  his  rank  ;  he  apparently 
honours  my  father,  and  looks  upon  you 
with  an  admiration  which  makes  me  love 
him.'' 

*'  I  rejoice  to  find  you  in  this  opi- 
nion," replied  Ambrofine ;  ''for  he 
thinks  equally  well  of  you." 

"  Dear  mother,  I  am  glad  to  hear  it  -, 
did  he  fay  fo  to  you  ?'* 

"  Yes,  and  to  your  father.  So  well  he 
thinks  of  you,  Phillippa,  that  he  yefter- 
day  made  to  your  father  an  offer  of  ta- 
king vou  for  his  bride." 

*'  His  bride  I"  repeated  Phillippa  with 
aftonilhment,  and  a  quick  but  hefitating 
voice  J  "  his  bride !  In  truth,  I  would 

the 
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the  winds  had  borne  him  any  where  but 
to  Barra,  if,  in  requital  for  my  father's 
hofpitality,  he  wifhes  to  take  away  his 
daughter." 

"  You  fpeak  without  refledion  j  his 
offer,  whether  yoa  accept  or  decline  it, 
does  you  honour." 

"  Dear  mother,  I  decline  it  then,  if 
you  pleafe  ;  I  fhali  never  again  fee  him 
with  patience." 

"  That  as  you  lift,  fo  that  you  fee 
and  treat  him  as  your  father's  gueft." 

"  Nay,  now/'  faid  Phillippa,  '^  you 
fpeak  as  if  you  were  difpleafed ;  I  pray 
ye,  pardon  me  j  I  would  love  him  if  I 
could,  but — " 

«  But  what,  Phillippa  ?  didft  thou 
not  fay  he  was  handfome  and  portly?" 

"  Ye —  ye —  yes,"  hefitating,  "  but 
that  was  only  on  a  curfory  view  :  I  think 
he  is  much  too  fair  for  a  man  j  and  his 

blue 
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blue  eyes,  though  large,  are  heavy  ;  and 
—  he  is  not  near  fo  tall  as  Randolph/' 

''  I  did  not  indeed  obferve  him  fo 
accurately  ;  but,  fuppofmg  thofe  dere6ts 
to  exid,  if  they  are  defects,  they  neither 
leflen  the  generofxty  ttiou  talked  of,  nor 
the  honour  that  thou  faidft  graced  his 
rank." 

"  No  ;  but  if  he  had  an  end  to  gain, 
the  one  may  eafily  be  explained  ;  and 
of  his  honour,  we  have  only  the  tefli- 
mony  of  his  follovi^ers/* 

'*  They  feldom  exaggerate  the  virtues 
of  their  makers,"  anfwered  Ambrofme; 
didfl:  thou  not  alfo  fay,  that  thou  re- 
fpedled  him  for  his  kindnefs  to  his  de- 
pendents in  the  Orkneys  ?'* 

"  That  we  are  not  aflured  of,  dear 
mother." 

"  If  you  were,  you  could  then  love 
him,"  Hiid  Ambrofine,  "  efpecially  as  he 

appears 
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appears  to   honour  thy  father,  and  to 
admire  me." 

"  Dear  lady,  I  fear  not ;  I  can  never 
love  any  man  fufficiently  to  leave  you." 

"  That  objedion  might  be  removed, 
by  our  occafionally  refiding  with  each 
other  ;  what  fay  you  to  that  ?" 

"  Nothing, — only  that  1  love  him  not, 
nor  ever  can." 

"  That  anfwer  is  decifive ;  well,  fmce 
neither  the  perfon  nor  deferts  of  the 
Lord  of  Ronaldfa  meet  thy  liking,  wilt 
thou  tell  me  thy  criterion  of  merit  and 
beauty,  that  I  may  hereafter  judge,  whea 
I  meet  a  man  that  may  fuit  thee  ?" 

"  Dear  mother,  you  mock  me  ;  I  can 
admire  no  man  that  doth  not  refemble 
my  father  or  Randolph." 

"  The  model  is  then  fixed,  I  find,'' 
replied  Ambrofme. 

"  I  dread  my  father  will  be  difpleafed 
with  me,  in  which  cafe  I  fhall  hate  the 

Lord 
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Lord  of  Ronaldfa ;  but  If  you,  dear 
lady,  would  fpeak  a  little  in  my  favour, 
he  would  at  once  excufe  me." 

Monteith  at  that  moment  entered  the 
chan^ber. — "  If  I  do  not  intrude  upon 
you,"  faid  he,  "  I  come  to  inquire  whe- 
ther you  have  confulted  Phillippa  on  the 
bufmefs  of  yeflerday  ?" 

Phillippa  turned  away  her  blufhing 
face  in  filent  confufion. 

*'  I  have,"  anfwered  Ambrofme ; 
**  and,  before  fhe  knew  the  Lord  of 
Ronaldfa's  offers,  fhe  decked  him  with 
every  grace  and  virtue  •, — thofe  once 
known,  (he  ftripped  him  again  fo  com- 
pletely, that  not  a  veftige  of  either  re- 
mained ;  in  fhort,  he  fuits  not  her  fancy; 
fhe  loves  not  fair  men  ;  (lie  will  no  huf- 
band  that  doth  not  refemble  thee  or  Ran* 
dolph." 

"  Dear  mother,"  faid  Phillippa,  with- 
out raifiDg  her  eyes,  *'  you  are  nor  very 

angry^ 
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angry,  or  you  would  not  jeft ;  you  did 
not  choofe  a  fair  man,  and  why  fhould 
not  my  liking  accord  with  yours  ?" 

"  I  grieve,  Phillippa,  thou  doft  not 
fee  this  young  lord  with  the  eyes  I  wilh," 
anfwered  IVJonteith  ;  for  I  truly  beheve 
him,  from  all  report,  as  virtuous  as 
noble ;  and  we  ihould  take  time  to  be 
affured  he  was  tiuly  fo,  befoie  we  in- 
truded the  happinefs  of  our  child  to  his 
keeping.  Take  time  to  reconfider  this 
bufmefs ;  there  is  no  hafte;  I  fhould  joy 
to  beftow  thee  on  a  brave  and  noble 
hufband/' 

"  Not  on  him,  dear  father,"  ex- 
claimed (he,  turning  round,  and  graf- 
ping  his  garment,  ''  I  wifli  to  live  and 
die  with  you." 

"  My  love,"  replied  Monteith, 
"marriage  is  a  duty  which  we  owe  to 
our  families  and  to  fociety  ;  and  the  fe- 
cureft  afylum  for  a  young  and  virtuous 

woman 
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woman  is,  the  arms  of  a  beloved  and 
afFedlionate  huiband  ;  fhould  Heaven 
pleafe  to  remove  thy  mother  and  me, 
thou  wilt  need  that  protection." 

"  The  faints  forbid  I  fhould  live  to 
fee  that  day  !"  replied  (he:  "  but  fliould 
it  be  fo,  dear  father,  have  I  not  bro- 
thers ?  Ah,  Randolph  would  fooner  pe- 
rifii  than  let  any  one  offend  me !" 

"  The  die  is  caft,"  faid  Monteith  in 
a  low  voice  to  his  wife  ;  "  Heaven  bring 
it  to  a  happy  iflue  !"  Then  turning  to 
his  daughter,  he  added : — "  We  love 
thee  too  well,  Phillippa,  to  do  more 
than  advife  in  this  bufmefs  :  I  fhall  truly 
return  to  the  Lord  of  Ronaldfa  thy  an- 
fwer  ;  but,  if  thou  wouldfl:  oblige  me, 
behave  to  him  as  ufuat;  for,  though 
thou  canft  not  fee  him  as  a  lover,  remem- 
ber he  is  my  friend." 

Phillippa   promifed   obedience ;   and, 
kifling  her  parents,  begged  kave  to  re- 
tire 'y 
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tire ;    a   requed    that  was  immediately 
granted. 

"  The  die  is  Indeed  cad,  as  thou  ob- 
ferveil,"  faid  Ambroline  to  Monteith  ; 
"  never,  as  I  fiiould  judge^  will  that 
dear  child  love  any  other  than  Ran- 
dolph ;  innocent,  and  unfufpecling  of 
guile,  her  heart  readily  declares  its  dic- 
tates, which,  If  it  be  for  her  own  and 
his  happinefs,  I  fhould  rejoice  to  fee  ac- 
complidied." 

'^  I  fear  not  to  entrufl:  her  to  the  ho- 
nour of  Randolph,"  anfwered  St.  Clair; 
"  but  remember,  my  love,  his  father, 
his  mother,  and  the  dowager ;  are  they 
charadlers  upon  whom  we  could  depend 
for  the  happinefs  of  a  child>  even  if  they 
were  willing  to  grant  their  coincidence 
to  the  union  ?  Never,  Ambrofme,  (hall 
any  man,  or  his  family,  receive  thy 
daughter,  but  as  I  received  thee, — as  the 
firfl  and  choiceft  gift  of  Heaven.'* 

«  All 
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All  may  yet  terminate  more  fortu- 
nately than  we  can  forefee,"  replied  Am- 
brofme,  placing  her  arm  under  his,  and 
accompanying  him  to  the  hall,  where 
the  Lord  of  Ronaldfa  awaited  them. 
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CHAP.    X. 

On  leavjing  her  parents,  Phillippa  haf- 
tened  through  the  gallery  of  the  fortrefs 
to  her  chamber ;  but,  in  the  midway, 
\vas  met  by  Randolph.  In  the  confu- 
fion  of  the  moment  (he  would  have 
palTed ;  but,  accofling  her,  he  faid, 
"  My  dear  fifter,  you  are  in  tears ;  tell 
me,  I  conjure  you,  the  caufe ;  are  you 
ill,  or  has  ought  happened  to  our  pa- 
rents or  friends?" 

"  No  ; — I  am  not  quite  well,  fomewhat 
hath  vexed  me;  I  fhall  be  better  fpeedily; 
I  will  retire  to  my  chamber,  and  colled): 
my  fpirits.'' 

"  Tell  me  firfl:  what  has  agitated  thee 
thus  ?  —nay,  I  will  know,"  added  he,  de- 
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taining  her  5  "  thy  eyes  are  fwollen  with 
weeping." 

".  Nothing ;  a  trifle  not  worth  thy 
knowing." 

"  Then  why  fo  cautioufly  conceal  it  ? 
I  am  curious ;  intruft  me,  I  pray  tliee, 
with  this  trifle." 

Phillippa  blufhed.— «'  The  Lord  of 
Ronaldfa, — "  faid  fhe,  hefitating. 

"  Speak,  what  of  him  ?"  faid  Ran- 
dolph impatiently. 

"  He  hath  ; — nay,  I  fhame  to  tell 
thee; " 

"  Shame  to  tell  me!"  replied  Ran- 
dolph; "  ftiame  to  tell  me!"  repeated 
he ;  "  for  Heaven's  fake,  fpeak ;  thou 
diftraaeft  me  !" 

"  The  Lord  of  Ronaldfa  hath  vexed 
me  to  death." 

"  Then  will  I  vex  him  to  death," 
anfwered  Randolph,  loofmg  her  garment, 
which   he   before    held,   and  grafping 

his 
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his  fword  ;  *'  forrow  light  on  him  ! 
is  this  a  requital  for  my  father's  hof- 
pitality  ?"  As  he  concluded  he  at- 
tempted to  quit  her ;  but  fnatching  his 
tartan,  (he  faid, — "  Thou  art  too  hafly, 
and  mifconceivefl  me ;  Lord  Ronaldfa 
hath  done  nothing  worthy  thy  anger/* 

"  Nothing  worthy  my  anger !"  re- 
peated he;  *'  why/  didfl:  thou  not  fay 
he  had  vexed  thee  to  death,  that  thou 
waft  afhamed  to  tell  me,  and  did  I  not 
fee  thy  tears?  Thou  trifleft  with  hie, 
Phillippa." 

"  No,  on  my  life  ;  but  it  is  fo  awk- 
ward to  tell  thee  that—  that  he  hath — '' 

*'  What  hath  he  done,  or  faid  ?"  in- 
terrupted Randolph  impatiently. 

"  He  hath  had/'  replied  fhe  blufhing, 
**  the  impertinence  to — " 

Randolph  fnatched  his   tartan  from 

her  grajp,  and  was  again  haftily  leaving 

the  gallery  j  when,  running  after  him, 
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(he  added, — ^'  To  ofk  n^y  father's  con- 
fent  to  make  me  his  bride." 

'*'  To  m.ake  ?hee  his  bride  '  his  bride, 
"didd  thou  fay  ?"  his  hand  falling  from 
his  fword,  and,  Hopping  (horr.  he  flruck 
it  on  his  forehead,  as  if  recalled  to  lud- 
den  recollf  dion  : — '^  'hiv<j  bride,  I  think, 
thou  faidfi  ? — nothing  more  !" 

"  Nothing  more !"  repeated  flie;  "  was 
not  that  enough,  that  he  fhould  want  to 
take  me  from —  my  parents  ?" 

Randolph  paufed. — "  Dear  fifter.'*  at 
length  faid  he,  "  what  did  they  fay  to 
theotfer?" 

"  They  wifhed  me  to  love  him,  but  I 
could  not ;  and  fo,  with  their  ufual  ten- 
dernefs,  they  excufed  me." 

*'  They  are  indeed  kind :  but  the 
Lord  of  Ronaldfa  is  both  a  handfome 
and  a  gallant  man." 

"  I  care  not  what  he  is,  fo  he  leaves 
us  fpeedily  j  doft  thou  too  wifh  me  to 

wed 
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wed  this  ftrange  man  ?  fie  upon  thee, 
Randolph,  I  thought  ;hou  lovedft  me 
better." 

"  I  love  thee  a  thoufand  times  more 
than  myfelf,"  dear  PhiHippa  ;  "  but, 
though  I  never  before  reflected  on  the 
fubjei^,  thou  mult  fome  time  marry ; 
and  I  fliould  therefore  wifh  to  fee  thee 
the  wife  of  a  noble  and  good  man, 
'  which  the  Lord  of  Ronaldfa  is  faid  to 
be.'* 

Phillippa's   tears    again    fiowed.' 

"  What  necefiity  is  there,"  faid  fhe, 
*'  that  I  (bould  wed  at  all  ;  can  I  not 
live  with  my  parents' and  brothers  ail 
my  life?  but  thou^  feififh  Randolph,  art 
afraid  I  (hall  be  trcublefome  to  thee: 
thou  alfo,  I  fuppofe,  mult  fome  time 
marry  ;  then  thou  wilt  think  no  more 
of  thy  filler/' 

"  When  I  ceafe  to  think  of  thee,  I 
(hall   ceafe   to  think  at  all.     Dry  thy 
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tears ;  our  parents  will  never  wlfh  thee 
to  wed  againfl:  thy  liking :  as  to  the 
Lord  of  Ronaldfa,  he  will  leave  us  as 
foon  as  the  weather  permits." 

*'  I  will  pray  for  a  favourable  wind/* 
anfvv^ered  (he  ;  "  not  that  I  bear  him  any 
anger,  but  rather  good  will,  provided 
he  would  be  kind  enough  not  to  love 


me." 


Randolph  made  no  reply. — "  You  do 
not  fpeak,"  continued  fhe;  "  nay,  then 
I  fee  you  are  difpleafed  with  me ;  it  was 
enough  to  have  crofled  my  parents, 
without  having  your  anger  added  to  it." 

"  Sweet  Philiippa,''  anfwered  he, 
clafping  his  arms  about  her,  "  I  never 
felt  difpleafed  with  thee  in  my  life." 

*'  Well  then,"  replied  (he,  killing  his 
cheek,  "  we  are  friends,  and  I  am  happy. 
I  will  retire  to  my  chamber ;  only  re- 
member, Randolph,  fliould  my  father 
confult  thee,  take  thy  filter's  part ;  for 

I  would 
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I  would  fooner  die  than  wed  this  Lord 
of  Ronaldfa." 

Randolph  promifed  obfervance,  and 
fhe  left  him.  For  a  confiderable  time 
after,  he  walked  up  and  down  the  gal- 
lery, with  his  arms  folded,  and  in  deep 
reflexion  5  until  at  length,  feeing  at  a 
diftance  Monteith  and  the  Lord  of  Ro- 
naldfa  on  the  fhore,  he  defcended  and 
joined  them. 

Monteith  had  declined  the  young  lord's 
alliance  in  his  daughter's  name,  but  in 
fuch  gentle  and  palliating  terms,  that, 
though  he  felt  grieved  at  the  difappoint- 
ment,  no  difpleafure  could  be  mixed 
with  it. 

As  Randolph  approached  them,  Ro- 
naldfa  faid  to  Monteith, — "  Noble  chief, 
although  I  cannot  afpire  to  the  happi- 
refs  of  being  of  your  kindred,  I  claim 
an  intereft  in  your  fon ;  I  am  not  many 
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years  his  elder,  and  I  will  love  him  for 
his  fifler's  fake/' 

Randolph  was  confufed. — "  Generous 
lord,"  replied  he,  "  I  will  love  you  for 
your  own  ;  my  fifler  Phillippa  is  too 
young  as  yet  to  eflimate  your  worth." 

Monteith  was  pleafed  to  fee  them 
friends,  and,  faying  all  that  he  fuppofed 
might  contribute  towards  a  mutual 
efleem,  they  walked  to  the  fortrefs. 

At  dinner,  an  appearance  of  reftraint 
was  vifible  in  Ronaldfa,  Phillippa,  and 
-Randolph,  though  each  edcemed  the 
other ;  it,  however,  infcnfibly  wore  off; 
and,  towards  evening,  the  wind  proving 
fair,  the  firfl  named  propofed  to  leave 
the  iiland  the  enfuiog  day :  Monteith 
inflfled  to  the  contrary  ;  and  all  con- 
fpiring  to  banifli  the  recent  difappoint- 
ment  from  the  tnind  of  the  gueft,  the 
evening  paficd  agreeably, 
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On  withdrawing  ro  their  chambersy 
Randolph  threw  himfelf  on  the  bed  ; 
but,  inflead  of  compofing  himfelf  ta 
reft,  pa  fled  the  night  in  a  frame  of  mind 
he  had  never  before  experienced ;  a 
thoufand  tormenting  ideas  arofe  on' his 
fancy,  and  baniftied  fleep,  until  the 
morning  bell  called  together  the  refi- 
dents  of  the  fortrefs,  and  warned  him  to 
Tife  'j  when,  with  pale  cheeks,  and  a  fe- 
vered brain,  he  defcended  to  the  hall. 

On  his  entrance,  his  altered  counte- 
nance caught  the  eye  of  Phillippa.— 
"  Dear  brother,''  faid  flie,  "  what  ails 
thee?  thy  face  is  pale,  and  thy  eyes 
funken ;  thou  art  not  well ;  I  pray  ye, 
look  at  him,  dear  mother.'* 

Randolph  forced  a  fmile.— "  Phil- 
lippa," replied  he,  '*  I  had  evil  dreams 
lad  night,  and  they  have  made  me 
pale." 

"  Ridiculous  !   thou  mocked  me.'' 

^5  -      "  Nay^ 
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"  Nay/'  replied  he,  «  fay  not  fo; 
didfl  not  thou  anfwer  me  thus  feme 
mornings  back,  when  I  thought  thee 
111  ?'' 

"  Yes ;  but  thou  cared  not  for 
dreams ;  and  I  am  fure  thou  art  fick.'* 

''  Not  unlefs  you  can  perfuade  me  to 
be  fo  ;  for  I  feel  no  inconvenience  ;  fo  I 
pray  you,  dear  filler,  to  let  it  red  till  I 
complain." 

"  All  obferved  the  changed  looks  of 
Randolph,  but,  as  he  denied  it,  re- 
mained nlent ;  though  Monteith  and  his 
wife,  who  both  watched  him  narrowly, 
obferved  he  did  not  partake  the  repafl:, 
though  he  evidently  endeavoured,  by  a 
forced  cheerfulnefs,  to  make  it  pafs  un- 
noticed. 

The  breakfart  concluded,  drawing 
Monteith  afide,  he  faid,— '^  Dear  father, 
may  I  crave  a  private  converfation  with 
you  for  a  flioft  time  ?  I  have  a  propofal 

to 
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to  make,  which,  I  trufl,  will  meet  your 
approbation." 

Monteith  'affented ;  and,  leaving  the 
party,  he  quitted  the  hall,  followed  by 
Randolph. 

On  entering  a  chamber,  Monteith 
waited  for  Randolph  to  begin  ;  but,  for 
a  time,  he  appeared  irrefolute ;  at  length,. 
though  evidently  (Iruggling  for  compo- 
fure,  he  faid, — "  Forgive  me,  deareft,. 
bed  of  parents ;  but  I  wifh  to  leave  the 
fortrefs.''  _ 

"  To  leave  the  fortrefs  1"  replied 
Monteith  with  aflonifhment ;  "  fron;|, 
what  caufe,  I  pray  you,  and  that  too  fo 
fuddenly  P^' 

*'  I  am  of  an  age  to  fhew  myfelf  wor- 
thy the  lather  who  gave  me  life,  and. 
who  has  rendered  that  life  eftimable  by 
his  kindnefs.  The  Lord  of  Ronaldfa 
fays,  that  a  projected  marriage  between 
the  young  King  of  Scots  and  Mary  the 
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niece  of'  Charles  the  Bold,  hath  ren- 
dered the  Englifh  fufpicious  and  ripe  for 
frefh  commotions,  fliould  it  take  place  ; 
in  which  cafe,  Monteith's  fon  hath  to 
earn  a  right  to  the  noble  name  he  bears." 

"  My  brave  lad,  thou  meetefl  my 
wifhes,  but  all  is  yet  quiet ;  fhould  it 
prove  otherwife,  thou  flialt  win  honour 
and  wear  it.  I  daily  exped  Sir  Alexan- 
der M'Gregor  ;  in  cafe  of  war,  thou 
flialt  commence  thy  career  under  his 
banner." 

"  The  Lord  of  Ronaldfa  will  leave  ps 
in  a  day  or  two :  could  I  not,  dear  father, 
go  with  him  ?" 

*'  Thou  aftonifheft  me  ;  what  have  we 
done,  that  thou  art  in  fuch  hafte  to  leave 
us  ?  till  this  hour  I  thought  we  were  all 
dear  to-  thee ;  but  I  was  miftaken." 

"  Dear  1"  repeated  Randolph,  '*  Hea- 
ven knows  how  dear  ;  more  precious  to 
my  heart  than  life  or  liberty." 

*'  Then 
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"  Then  why  leave  us  till  neceflity 
calls  ?" 

"  For  the  love  of  Heaven,  prefs  not 
my  (lay  ;  I  am  unworthy  your  affection; 
I  hate  myfelf." 

Somewhat  of  the  true  caufe  ftruck 
acrofs  the  mind  of  Monteith. — "  Nay, 
then/'  replied  he,  "  thou  Jhalt  away 
with  Sir  Alexander,  whom  I  exped  the 
firft  fair  wind  ;  but,  till  then,  be  patient. 
For  thy  reafons,  I  afk  no  more  ;  I  would 
be  a  father,  not  an  inquifitor/' 

Randolph  threw  himfelf  at  Monteith's 
feet,  and  prefTed  his  hand  to  his  lips.— 
"  Randolph,"  continued  the  chief,  "  the 
road  to  honour  is  fometimes  painful,  but, 
the  end  achieved,  the  reward  is  certain; 
thou  art  young,  and  any  error  or  folly 
contracted  in  thy  boyifh  days,  will  be 
obliterated  in  the  adiv^e  life  thou  wilt 
€rnbrace." 

Ran- 
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Randolph  trembled,  left  a  fecret, 
which  only  his  own  heart  whifpered,  and 
of  which  the  moft  tranfient  idea  made 
him  fhudder,  had  tranfpired,  and  be- 
come known  to  the  chief;  but,  finding 
his  demeanour  calm,  he  replied, — "  I 
truft  it  will ;  Randolph  will  ad  worthy 
his  blood,  or  ceafe  to  live." 

Monteith  embraced  him  : — "  Well,'' 
faid  he,  "  now  let  the  matter  reft  ;  I 
exped  thy  obedience  in  waiting  for  Sir 
Alexander ;  but,  Ihould  there  be  no 
opportunity  for  thee  to  diftinguifh  thy- 
felf,  when  may  we  expect  thee  back  to 

Barra  ?'* 

*«  When  I  deferve  that  happinefs,  and 
can  return  with  honour,"  replied  Ran- 
dolph.     "^ 

"  Thy  abfence  will  not  then  be  long/* 
fald  St.  Clair ;  ''  and  ftiould  at  any  time 
thefe  womanifti  weaknelTes  opprels  thee, 
(remember  my  words,  and  I  am  not  given 

to 


[    207    ] 

io  flatter,)  We  fnall  meet  in  a  imre  propi- 
tious hour^  when^  if  thou  art  not  happy^ 
it  will  be  thine  own  fault. 

As  Monteith  concluded,  he  left  the 
apartment  before  Randolph  could  reply. 

*'  Bed  of  men,'*  exclaimed  he,  "  how 
dofl:  thou  try  to  palliate  and  footh  an 
emotion,  which,  though  thou  feed,  thou 
canft:  not  conjeclure  the  caufe  1 — No, 
thy  heart  is  too  pure  to  guefs  at  fuch 
depravity ;  till  yefterday,  myfelf  could 
not  have  fufpeded  it.  Would  that  Sir 
Alexander  were  come,  and  the  cruel 
but  neceffary  feparation  over  1 — then^ 
Phillippa,  fifter,  mod  beloved,  never  (hall 
my  eyes  behold  the  happy  fcene  of  my 
boyifh  days,  till  thou  art  wedded. — Lie 
flill,  thou  throbbing  heart;  know  honour 
for  thy  mailer  \  for  I  vAll  conquer  thee 
or  perifh,'* 

For  fome  time,   he  remained   alone^ 
ftruggling  to  compofe  his  agitation  \  and 

at 


t208    1 

at  length  fucceeded  fufficlently  to  return 
to  the  hall. 

Mcntelth  faw  with  fatisfa^tlon  that  his 
fpirits  were  more  calm  ;  for  he  entered 
into  converfation  with  the  Lord  of  Ro- 
naldfa,  and  afked  his  deflination  when  he 
reached  Scotland. 

"  Though  no  courtier,"  replied  Ro- 
naldfa,  ''  I  fhall  firft  vifit  Stirling,  where, 
I  believe,  the  young  king  now  is.  My 
arm  and  fortune  are  devoted  to  his 
caufe ;  for  the  opprefTion  of  his  nobles 
during  his  minority  has  filled  me  with 
deteftation  and  contempt.  The  chan- 
cellor and  the  governor  are  both  de- 
clared traitors,  and  from  the  king  thej 
can  expe£l  no  favour." 

Randolph  informed  him,  that  he  had 
obtained  his  father's  confcnt  to  lift  under 
the  banner  of  Sir  Alexander  M'Gregor  ; 
in  which  cafe,   he  hoped,  they  fhould 
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Ronaldfa  feconded  the  v;i(h  ;  and  the 
ciders  entering  into  details  of  the  con- 
tefts  in  which  they  had  been  engaged, 
the  young  men,  warmed  at  the  recital, 
for  a  time  forgot,  the  one  his  recent 
difappointment,  and  the  other  his  recent 
anxiety. 

Though  the  v/eather  proved  clear,  and 
the  wind  favourable,  Monteith  prevailed 
with  the  Lord  of  Ronaldfa  to  remain  a 
few  days  longer  j  during  which  period 
Sir  Alexander  McGregor  arrived. 

He  was  received  with  joy  by  the  whole 
party ;  and,  fomewhat  recovered  from 
his  fatigue,  entered  into  a  full  account 
of  the  contentions  which  reigned  through 
Scotland. 

Livingftone,  he  informed  them,  had 
fallen  upon  the  fcaffold  ;  the  queen  mo- 
ther was  dead;  and  James,  now  eighteen, 
had  tc-iken  into  his  own  hands  the  fu- 
preme  power,  and  confented  to  efpoufe, 

on 
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on  the  recommendation  of  Charles  king 
of  France,  the  daughter  of  the  di>ke  of 
Guelders ;  a  (lep  which  would  not  fail 
to  awaken  the  jealoufy  and  ancient  ani- 
molity  of  the  Engliih. 

"  I  rejoice  to  hear  it,"  anfwered  Ran- 
dolph ;  "  our  fwords  will  not  then  ruft 
in  their  fcabbards.  Lord  Ronaldfa  and 
myfelf  will  ftart  for  fame  together  ;  and 
much  rather  would  I  be  engaged  with 
foreign  foes  than  in  thofe  civil  commo- 
tions that  fo  often  diftrad  the  country.  * 

"  To  your  care.  Sir  Alexander,'* 
faid  Monteith,  *'  I  refign  Randolph  ;  h€ 
hath  completed  his  twentieth  year,  and, 
eager  for  glory,  I  know  not  where  he 
can  fooner  achieve  it  than  under  your 
banner." 

*'  Right  welcome  Ihall  he  be,'*  an- 
fwered M'Gregor  ;  "  heretofore  beloved 
for  your  fake,  Monteith,  and  my  bro- 
ther's  y  hereafter  for  his  own." 

As 
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As  the  veteran  fpoke,  he  held  out  his 
hand  to  Randolph ;  who,  from  Phil- 
lippa's  words,  had  long  perfuaded  him- 
felf  he  was  allied  to  the  M'Gregors, 
raifing  the  chief's  hand  to  his  lips,  re- 
plied,— "  I  truft  I  fiiali  neither  difgrace 
the  name  of  Monteith,  nor  that  of 
McGregor." 

"  I  will  anfwer  thou  wilt  not,"  re- 
plied Sir  Alexander,  "  nor  any  other 
name,  however  great." 

"Noble  chief,"  faid  Ronaldfa,  ad- 
dreffing  St,  Clair,  "I  am  a  foldier  of 
fortune ;  I  have  no  father,  nor  warlike 
relative  to  direct  my  (teps ;  your  kind- 
nefs  hath  taught  me  to  be  intrufive ;  I 
would  your  noble  friend  would  admit 
me  of  his  party.'* 

"  Sir  Alexander,"  faid  Monteith,  "  I 
prefent  another  petitioner,  the  Lord  of 
Ronfaldfa ;  I  wifhed  to  call  him  fon,  but 
it  cannot  be ;  he  is,  however,  high  in 

my 
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r^iy  efleem,  and  his  friendfhip  dees  me 
honour." 

"  Then  will  his  friendfhip  do  me  ho- 
nour 'alfo/'  replied  Sir  Alexander,  tak- 
ing the  young  lord's  hand:  "  Monteith^ 
ue  fhall  now  only  wfh  for  th€e  and  thy 
brave  comrades  j  but,  as  thou  haft 
borne  it  nobly,  fhrink  not  now ;  the 
hour  of  triumph  and  liberty  is  at  hand.** 

"  My  mind  whifpers  that  it  is,'*  an- 
fwered  St.  Clair  ;  "  our  hearts  will  how- 
ever be  with  you.'* 

''  Father,"  faid  the  youthful  James 
Monteith,  '^  I  have  had  proof  that  you 
can  forgive  a  runaway  ;  I  feci  inclined 
to  put  your  goodnefs  to  the  teil  a  fecond 


time." 


C( 


My  dear  lad,"  reT-lied  Monteith, 
*'  though  I  like  thy  ardour,  in  this  cafe, 
I  charge  thee  obey  me;  thou  art  yet  too 
young  for  the  field  ;  and,  in  an  encoun- 
ter with  men,  mightelt  bedifgrac'-d  by  a 
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defeat,  when  neither  courage  or  Ikill 
might  be  wanting,  but  only  the  ftrength 
of  maturer  years." 

"  Truly  obferved,"  faid  Sir  Alexan- 
der ;  "  a  (hort  time,  James,  may  give 
thee  thy  father  for  a  leader  ;  till  then  be 
patient." 

Th6  difcourfe  now  became  .univerfal, 
and  many  of  the  refidenis  of  thefortrefs, 
who  were  not  detained  by  law,  refolved 
to  take  an  a£live  part  in  the  expected 
war,  and  for  which  there  were  already 
great  preparations  made  throughout 
Scotland. 

After  fupper,  Sir  Alexander  informed 
them,  that  Lord  Rofkelyn  was  returned 
from  England ;  that  his  lady  and  him- 
felf  were  at  continual  variance ;  and 
that,  in  confequence,  he  had  refufed  to 
let  the  Lady  Matilda  be  removed  from 
the  dowager,  who  was  faid  to  devote 
herfelf  to  privacy,  and  works  of  charity. 

"  Nay, 
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*«  Nay,  then,'*  faid  De  Bourg,  "  let 
the  Devil  mourn,  left  he  be  cheated  of 
his  due ;  but  :fifty  chapels  and  an  hun- 
dred convents  cannot  obliterate  her  guilt. 
She  is,  however,  a  proof  that,  though  fin 
may  be  pafling  fweet  to  the  tafte,  'tis  as 
hard  of  digeftion  as  lead." 

«  What  think  the  world  of  the  Lady 
Matilda  ?''  faid  Ambrofme  to  Sir  Alex- 
ander. 

**  Judging  from  her  youth,'*  replied 
he,  "  they  augur  well  at  prefent ;  they 
befpeak  her  beautiful,  gentle,  and  hu- 
mane." 

"  Marry,*'  faid  De  Bourg,  "  I  won- 
der from  whom  (he  inherited  the  lafi: 
qualities." 

"  From  Heaven,"  replied  Ambro- 
fine  ;  "  all  evil  men  have  not  bad  chil- 
dren,  nor  all  virtuous  parents  good  ones; 
a  wifer  Head  than  ours  direds  the 
whole  J  adverfity  is  a  ufeful  leiTon  j  and 

the 
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the  proud  houfe  of  Rofkelyn  is,  I  hopc^ 
humbled  for  wife  purpofes :  May  the 
errors  of  the  prefent  pofleflbrs  be  buried 
with  them,  and  the  remembrance  be  ef- 
faced by  the  virtues  of  thofe  who  fuc- 
ceed  1 — But  come,  Phillippa,  we  will  re- 
tire, and  leave  our  friends  to  converfe 
on  their  future  profpecls.'*  So  faying,  fhe 
rofe,  and,  bidding  all  a  good  night,  lef^ 
them. 
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CHAP.    XI. 

As  Phillippa  fat  alone  with  Ambrofine, 
fhe  faid, — *'  Dear  mother,  think  you 
not  it  would  have  been  better  for  my 
brother  Randolph  to  have  remained  at 
home  fome  time  longer,  as  then  he 
might  have  had  James  for  his  companion 
in  arms  ?" 

^'  Your  father  judges  that  James  has 
not  yet  arrived  at  the  (Irength  neceflary 
for  defence  ;  think  you  that  plea  would 
ferve  for  Randolph?" 

"  I  believe  not,"  replied  Phillippa ; 
*'  but  (hould  we  be  fo  bleft  as  to  fee  my 
father  at  liberty,  as  Sir  Alexander  feemed 
to   conjedure,    Randolph   would   then 

8  have 
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have  had  hnn  for  a  leader  ;  in  the  mean 
dme,  he  could  have — '* 

'*  Remained  at  home,"  interrupted 
Ambrofme  ;  '^  and  thou  could  ft  have 
taught  him  to  fevir,  and,  had  he  been  in- 
genious, he  might  in  time  have  improved 
fufficiently  to  make  tartans  and  vefts  for 
the  whole  fortrefs,  and  thus  have  faved 
the  expence  of  a  taylor : — thinked  thou 
not  he  would  have  been  mod  notabl)?- 
employed?' 

"  Dear  mother,  I  meant  no  offence ; 
you  love  Randolph  as  well  as  I,  though 
you  fpeak  thus." 

"  I  love  him  too  well,  Phillippa,  to 
wifh  him  to  idle  his  time  in  vain  and 
inglorious  fancies,v  and  fpeak  of  him  as 
I  hereafter  v»^ould  of  James  and  St.  Clair; 
for  fooner  would  I  be  faid  to  be  the 
proud  mother  of  one  dead  hero,  than  ths 
bluftiing  mother  of  ten  cowards." 

VOL.  III.  L  Ran- 
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*'  Randolph  will  never  be  a  coward  ; 
liis  fearch  for  his  father  hath  already  pro- 
ved his  character ;  would  I  were  a  boy, 
then  (hould  I  go  with  him." 

*'  Thou  wilt  fee  him  with  double 
pleafure,  fhould  he  return  decked  with 
honours  bravely  earned.'* 

^*  Pleaven  forefend  that  he  fhould  be 
ilain  !  my  heart  fickens  at  the  bare  fur- 
mife,  never  more  fhould  I  be  happy: 
yet  hath  he  vexed  me  more  within  thefe 
few  laft  days^  than  he  hath  ever  before 
done  in  his  whole  life.*' 

"  How,  1  pray  you  ?*'  demanded  Am- 
brofine. 

"  I  know  he  is  difpleafed  that  I  have 
refufed  the  Lord  of  Ronaldfa,  and  that 
makes  him  fhun  me.  In  truth,  had  a 
princefs  been  offered  to  him,  and  he  had 
not  loved  her,  I  would  have  been  the 
firft  to  take  his  part,  and  to  deprecate 
the  anger  of  others  agaioft  him.** 

«Ido 
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*'  I  do  not  doubt  it/*  faid  Ambro- 
fine  ;  "  but  it  is  the  duty  of  brothers  to 
wifh  their  fifters  fuitably  wedded  ;  and 
no  objedion  could  be  found  againfl 
Ronaldfa,  couldfl:  thou  have  loved  him.'* 

**  You  loved  my  father  above  all  men, 
and  fo  muft  I  the  man  I  wed,  or  never 
wed  at  all;— I  (hall  never  forget  your 
goodnefs,  in  fuffering  me  to  refufe  him; 
I  hope  I  fhall  never  offend  you  while  I 
live/' 

*'  I  am  fure  thou  wilt  not  premedi- 
tately  : — but  retire  to  reft,  my  love ;  I 
h^ar  the  guefts  rifing  in  the  hall : — Hea- 
ven blefs  and  guard  thee  1" 

^  The  Virgin  blefs  and  guard  your 
flumbers,  dearefl:,  beft  of  parents,"  re- 
turned Phillippa,  kiffing  her,  "  and  make 
me  worthy  fuch  a  mother  T 
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Some  few  days  after,  the  wind  prov- 
ing favourable,  the  whole  party  prepared 
to  depart.     Ambrofme  bade   Ran  iolph 

farewell  wiih  her  ufual  fortitude;  though,' 
as  fhe  embraced  him,  he  felt  a  tear  on 

his  cheek. — "  Go,  my  dear  youth,"  faid 
fhe,  "  I  truft,  to  honour  and  happinefs. 
Long,  long  it  may  be  ere  we  meet  again  ; 
but  remem.ber  thou  haft  in  me  a  mother, 
who  hath  loved  thee  from  thy  infancy, 
and  who  will  ever  act  worthy  that  facred 
title.'' 

Randolph  kiffed  her  hand,  and  bent 
his  knee  before  her  : — "  When  I  forget 
your  goodnefs,  may  Heaven  forfake 
me  !"  faid  he.  "  My  fweet  filler  Phil- 
lippa  is  too  much  atfeded.  O  lady, 
the  love  you  bear  me,  transfer  for  a 
while  wholly  to  her,  and  teach  her,  by 
your  example,  to  bear  an  abfence,  how- 
ever neceliary,  painful  to  me  as  death." 

Phil. 
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]^hil]lppa  covered  her  face  with  her 
hands ;  bat  no  word  or  found  of  for  row 
efcaped  her. 

"  Siller,"  refumed  Randolph,  ap- 
proaching her,  "  I  pray  thee  fpeak  to 
me ;  let  me  bear  thy  good  wiflies  with 
me,  or  I  fhall  not  profper." 

Phillippa  threw  herfelf  into  his  arms 
— ^VDearefl,  befl  of  brothers,"  faid 
fhe,  "  would  at  this  moment  I  polfefled 
the  power  to  add  the  amount  of  my  days 
and  happinefs  to  the  account  of  thine  ; 
but,  as  that  may  not  be,  (houldft  thou 
be  devoted  to  the  battle's  rage,  remem- 
ber Barra  and  thy  fifter. — " 

Phillippa  would  have  proceeded,  but 
her  heart  was  too  full  for  utterance,  and 
{he  fainted  on  the  bofom  of  her  mother. 

Montcith  inllanily    took   her  in   his 

arms,  and    bore    her   to   her  chamber, 

followed   by   Ambrofine ;    but    fpeedily 

returned,  and  obferving  the  ftrong  emo- 
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tion  on  the  features  of  Randolph,  he  faid 
gaily, — "  Thank  Heaven,  the  women 
are  gone ;  for  a  man  fights  but  coldly 
whofe  fword  is  muffled  in  a  petticoat. 
— Randolph,  farewell ;  we  part  as  men; 
when  we  meet  again,  I  trufl;  to  fee  a 
hero." 

Randolph  returned  his  embrace ; 
and  after  clafping  James  and  St.  Clair 
to  his  bofom,  he,  in  filence,  followed 
Sir  Alexander  and  the  party  from  the 
fortrefs. 

They  immediately  embarked  ;  and,  the 
wind  proving  favourable,  they  reached 
the  main  land  in  fafety. 


In  the  mean  time,  the  change  that 
had  taken  place  among  the  refidents  of 
the  fortrefs  affefted  all.  Ambrofine,  in 
fpitc  of  her  utmoft  efforts,  had  not  her 

ufual 
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ufual  fplrlts ;  and  Phiilippa,  though  it 
was  evident  (he  ftruggled  to  imitate  her 
mother,  was  pale  and  thoughtful.  For 
the  outlaws,  though  fecure  from  the 
tumults  of  their  country  in  the  ifland  of 
Barra,  their  ardour  was  awakened  by 
the  accounts  they  had  received  of  hoftile 
preparations,  and  made  them  refolve  that, 
whatever  might  be  the  confequence, 
fliould  their  country  found  to  arms,  they 
would  break  their  bonds,  and,  by  bra- 
very, earn  liberty  or  death. 


Though  the  wind  continued  fair  for 
fome  time  after  the  departure  of  Sij 
Alexander  and  his  companions,  yet,  in 
about  ten  days,  the  iky  became  overcafl, 
and  the  waves,  vieing  in  height  with  the 
mountains,  prefented  a  fpeclacle  of  af» 
fright  and  horror,  from  the  pieces  of 
L  4  wrecked 
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wrecked  vefTels,  barrels,  and  drowned 
bodies,  which  were  thrown  on  the 
ftiore. 

Commanding  the  rights  of  fepulture 
to  be  paid  to  the  dead,  Monteith  and  his 
companions  ordered  large  fires  to  be 
made  on  the  heights  of  the  ifland  ;  and, 
rpgardlefs  of  the  ftorm,  paraded  the 
coad,  to  difcover  if  any  thing  prefented 
wherein  ihey  could  be  of  fervice.  On 
the  iecond  day,  they  defcried,  at  a 
diftance,  n  fniall  velVel,  which  the  waves 
one  monunt  appeared  to  throw  up  to  the 
fky,  ard  the  next  to  precipitate  into  the 
unfarhomable  abyfs. 

It  evidently  (trove  to  reach  the  coafl  ; 
but  all  efforts  were  for  feme  hours 
unavcuIinjT ;  nor  could  the  iflanders 
afford  them  other  affiftance  than  by  their 
fires  and  lings,  pointing  out  the  mod  fe- 
curc  puTiS  to  land.  All  direction  was, 
however,  vain  j  the  vefftl  was  the  fport 

of 
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of  the  waves,  and  at  length  flrurk  on  a 
rock  at  feme  diftancefrom  the  illand. 

Though  wrecked  upon  the  moft  dan- 
gerous part  of  the  coaft.  the  humanity 
of  the  inhabirants  maftered  all  felfifh 
fear,  and  Monteith,  with  his  companions, 
launching  a  ftrong  fea~boat,  leaped  on 
board,  and,  as  well  as  the  waves  would 
permit,  fleered  towards  them. 

Wkh  inunir.e  labour  and  danger  they 
at  length  reached  the  vefiel,  and  fortu- 
nately faved  the  crew,  confiiling  of  five 
per  ions,  fo  reduced  with  fatigue  and 
cold,  th^t  all  farther  exertion  to  fave 
their  lives  appeared  impoffible.     ^ 

Before  they  again  reached  land,  the 
wrecked  velTel,  which  was  afmall  Danifh 
trader,  went  to  pieces.  Haviuu;  moored 
their  boat,  they  conducted  the  itrangers, 
who  appeared  common  mariuLrs,  to  the 
fortrefs,  where  they  ordered  them  re- 
frefl:iment,  and  to  be  conducted  to  refl. 
L  5  Towards 
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Towards  evening,  the  dorm  began  to 
abate  j  and  the  friends  fupped  joyoufly, 
from  the  reflexion  that  they  had  faved 
five  men,  who,  without  their  efforts, 
muft  ere  that  have  been  numbered  with 
the  dead. 

The  lady  Ambrofme  was  alfo  appa- 
rently cheerful ;  but  flie  fighed  often^ 
from  the  recolledion  that  (he  might,  but 
for  the  efpecial  protedion  of  Heaven, 
have  been  at  that  moment  a  forrowing 
widow. 

The  conflift  her  mind  had  fuftained, 
when  informed  that  Monteith  and  his 
friends  had  adventured  out  to  fea,  was 
not  loft  on  Phillippa,  who  confidered 
her  behaviour  with  wonder  and  admira- 
tion ;  for  no  word  or  complaint  efcaped 
her,  though  her  pale  cheeks  and  ftrained 
eyes,  bent  towards  the  coafl,  (hewed 
where  all  her  thoughts  were  centered. 

As 
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As  PhilHppa  looked  on  her  thus  fixed, 
fhe  faid,  with  tearful  eyes,  — "  Dear 
mother,  give  forrow  words,  or  it  will 
break  your  heart ;  look  not  towards  the 
fea,  it  increafes  your  uneafinefs. — The 
wind  blows  not  fo  tempeftuouily  ;  the 
waves,  I  think,  are  not  fo  rough  ;  my 
father  will,  I  truft,  return  in  fafety." 

"  I  truft  he  will ;  but,  fhould  he  not, 
the  deed  will  waft  his  foul  to  happi- 
nefs.  The  debt  of  nature  mud  be  paid, 
Phillippa ;  and  whether  now,  or  a  few 
years  hence,  Heaven  bed  knows.'* 

Watching  from  the  fortrefs,  tbcy  at 
length  faw  the  boat  reach  the  eoaft. 
Ambrofme,  in  filent  joy  and  tihankful- 
iiefs,  defcended  to  the  hall ;  while  Phil- 
lippa, regard lefs  of  the  bleak  winds  that 
whidled  round  her,  or  the:  falling  rai», 
^uflied  out  to  meet  her  father,  crying, 
— "  Welcome,  welcome;  hallen  for- 
ward, that  my  mother  may  be  convinced 

I*  G  you 
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you  are  fafe  :  (he  hath  been  the  image  of 
death  during  your  abfence." 

Monteith  did  not  need  twice  prefling; 
but  was  agreeably  furprifed  to  meet  Am- 
brofine  at  the  entrance  of  the  fortrefs. 
A  foft  fmile  played  upon  her  features, 
and  throwing  her  arms  around  him,  (he 
faid  cheerfully, — "  Truant  that  thou 
art,  thou  haft  alarmed  me ;  but  the  paft 
forrow  is  loft  in  the  prefent  joy  j  I  truft 
ye  have  adventured  to  fome  advantage." 

Monteith  informed  her  of  their  fuc- 
cefs  ;  and  led  her  to  the  hall,  where  his 
companions  joiped  them.  The  enfuing 
morning,  one  of  the  ftrangers  being 
unable  to  rife,  St.  Clair,  with  hofpitable 
charity,  viTited  him  in  his  chamber,  and 
bade  him  want  for  nothing  the  fortrefs 
affor.led.  De  Br-urg  accompanied  the 
chief  in  this  vifit ;  while  Ambrofme  and 
the  reft  of  the  inmates  converfed  with 

thofe 
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ihofe  that  were  more  recovered,  in  thg 
hall. 

The  conciliatory  manner  of  the  chief 
and  De  Bourg  emboldened  their  humble 
gueft  to  talk  with  feme  freedom  ;  a 
thoufand  times  he  thanked  them  for  his 
prefervation,  and  for  their  fucceeding 
kindnefs  and  humanity. — '*'  Noble  maf- 
ters,"  continued  he,  "  I  am  no  travel- 
ler ;  this  was  my  firfl:  voyage ;  and, 
i'  faith,  no  wealth  (hall  ever  tempt  me  to 
make  another.  I  took  grain  to  Den- 
mark, and  was  bringing  back  iron, 
when  this  fearful  florm  befet  us.  By 
what  I  judge,  I  am  now  in  one  of  the 
Weftern  Ifles,  but  know  not  which." 

"  Thou  art  in  the  tov/er  of  M'Leod, 
in  the  ifle  of  Barra,"  faid  Monteith, 

The  man  darted. — "  I  pray  ye,  good 
firs,  pardon  me ;  did  ye  not  fay  the 
tower  of  M'Leod  ?*' 

"  I  did  J  but  why  a(k  you  ?" 

6  ««  Pardon 
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"  Pardon  me,  firs,  and  1  will  tell  ye  ; 
but  fay,  is  this  tower  inhabited  ?*' 

"  See'fl  thou  not  it  is  ?'*  replied  D& 
Bourg. 

"  Yes,  truly ;  but  many  years  ago,  f 
heard  a  prophefy  refpeding  the  tower  of 
M'Leod,  though  I  then  knew  not  where 
it  was  fituated,  and  this  brings  it  to  my 
memory." 

'*  Did  the  prophefy  fay  thou  wert  tO' 
be  faved  there?"  faid  De  Bourg,  incre- 
duloufly. 

*'  No,  my  gracious  mafler ;  I  under- 
ftand  it  not;  but  it  furely  alluded  ta 
higher  blood  than  mine.  It  was  the  pre- 
diction of  a  feer  of  Rofkelyn  Glen,  a: 
native  of  the  ifles  ;  my  father  was  a  vaflal 
of  that  houfe,  and  we  thought  it  not  pru- 
dent to  reveal  it." 

The  curiofity  of  both  Monteith  and 
De  Bourg  was  raifed. — "  What,  I  pray 
you,  did  he  fay  ?"  inquired  Monteith. 

'*  I  can- 
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^'I  cannot  remember  the  exa£l  words, 
for  many  years  are  fince  pafled;  but 
myfelf  and  one  of  my  comrades,  who 
heard  the  prophefy,  declared  it  truly  at 
the  time  to  the  pried  at  Inverelk  ;  he 
wrote  it  carefully  down,  and  no  doubt 
it  is  now  in  the  church  books ;  but  he 
bade  us  fay  nothing,  as  God's  will  would 
be  fulfilled  in  his  own  time ;  and  that 
revealing  it  might  occafion  evil/* 

"  What  was  the  purport  of  it  ?"  in- 
terrupted  De  Bourg  impatiently. 

"  The  feer  faid,"  refumed  the  man, 
"  that  the  tower  of  M'Leod  was  defo- 
late,  and  only  the  habitation  of  birds ; 
but  that  it  foon  would  become  the  dwell- 
ing of  an  eagle y  who  under  his  wings 
fhould  rear  a  bloody  arm^  on  which  (hould 
hang  the  future  fate  of  Scotland.'* 

Monteith  and  De  Bourg  looked  at 
each  other  with  aftonifhment. — **  Pro- 
ceed," faid  the  firft,  "  what  more  ?" 

«  He 
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*'  He  faid,*'  refumed  the  man,  *'  what 
I  have  never  before  dared  to  name ;  that 
the  proud  houfe  of  Rorkdyn  fhould  bo;r, 
till  its  greateft  difgrace  became  its  highejl 
glory*  He  next  fpoke  of  a  dreadful  and 
bloody  battle,  and  was  fo  fearfully  agi- 
tated, that,  by  my  faith,  my  hair  raifed 
the  cap  upon  my  head." 

"  Is  this  account  true  ?"  faid  Monteith. 

'*  Mod  true,"  replied  the  man,  "  or 
may  Heaven  forfake  me.  "What  the  firfl: 
part  of  the  prophefy  meant,  I  cannot 
judge  ;  for  I  fee  no  defolation  here  :  yet 
the  fecond  part  is  furely  fulfilling  ;  for 
the  Lord  of  Rofkelyn  hath  no  fon  to 
inherit  his  honours ;  but,  for  a  vaffal  to 
remark  that,  would  prove  his  deflruc- 
tion  from  the  proud  countefs." 

"  What  is  your  name  ?"  faid  Mon- 
teith. 

"  My  name  is  Donald  M'Kenzie ;  I 
was  then  a  young  man  \  it  may  be  fome 

twenty- 
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twenty-two  years  fmce  ;  for  I  remember 
it  was  juft  before  the  Lord  of  Roikelyn 
wedded  th©  daughter  of  Sir  David 
Stuart." 

"  This  matter  is  flrange  enough/' 
faid  De  Bourg,  carelefsly  ;  "  and  thy 
companion  that  alfo  heard  this  predidion, 
is  he  h'ving  ?'' 

*'  He  is ;  even  yet  he  dwells  on  the 
eftate  of  Rofkelyn  ;  we  have  often,  when 
alone,  talked  abour  it,  but  that  fo  care- 
fully, as  if  we  feared  the  echo  of  our 
voices  (hould  repeat  our  words.  You, 
noble  firs,  that  have  ventured  your  lives 
for  poor  men,  will  not,  I  am  fure,  injure 
any  one.  Indeed,  I  can  truly  declare, 
that  ye  fo  furprifed  me  by  faying  that  I 
was  in  the  tower  of  M'Leod,  that  I  in- 
voluntarily made  ye  mailers  of  my 
fecret." 

"  By  our  honour,  we  will  never  in- 
jure thee.     This  prophefy,  thou  layell. 
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is  m  the  prieft's  books  at  Invereflc ;  but 
it  is  fo  wrapped  up  in  myltery,  that  it 
may  never  be  developed.*' 

"  Truly,  I  fhould  think  fo,"  anfwered 
Donald,  *^  were  it  not  for  the  truth  re- 
fpe£ling  the  Lord  of  Rofkelyn's  houfe/* 

"  Well,  hafte  thee  to  regain  thy 
ftrength/'  faid  Monteith ;  "  we  will 
contribute  fomething  towards  repairing 
thy  loffes,  ere  thou  departefl:.'* 

With  thefe  words  Monteith  and  De 
Bourg  left  him,  and  joined  their  com- 
panions in  the  hall,  they  having  dif* 
miffed  the  mariners  to  the  care  of  ths 
domeftics. 

De  Bourg  immediately  related  the 
ftrange  converfation  that  had  occurred 
with  Donald.—"  By  my  foul,"  faid  he,. 
*'  I  (hould  believe  the  whole  to  be  a  lie, 
but  that  I  cannot  fuppofe  the  fellow 
would  have  been  fhipwrecked  on  pur- 
pofe  to  carry  on  the  joke  :  again-,  (hould 

he 
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he  by  any  means,  which  however  does 
not  appear,  know  St.  Clair,  and  that  the 
eagle  is  the  ancient  device  of  the  houfe 
of  Monteith,  yet  it  is  impoflible  he  ihould 
furmife  ought  of  Randolph,  who  is  pal- 
pably meant  by  the  bloody  arm." 

"  It  is  wonderful,"  faid  Ambrofine ; 
"  and  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  it 
bears  fome  fimilitude  to  the  words  of 
the  feer  of  the  caftle  of  Monteith,  who 
alluded  to  a  vidory  to  be  obtained  by  a 
willing  captive.** 

*'  By  my  faith,"  faid  Monteith,  ^'  but 
ye  are  turning  foothfayers.  What  good 
fpirits  affifl  our  Randolph  I  care  not ;  1 
truft  he  will  be  quit  of  evil  ones :  a  clear 
confcience  and  a  ftrong  fword  are  all  that 
is  neceflfary  for  a  brave  man.  However, 
•  for  the  prefent,  let  the  matter  reft ;  if 
ever  we  go  to  the  Lowlands,  we  will  fatisfy 
ourfelves  if  the  report  of  the  prophefy 
being  inferted, in  the  piieft's  books  be 
i  true. 


C  236  1 

true.  What  to  me  gives  it  the  ftrongeft 
colour  is,  that  I  v/cll  remember  our  old 
fteward  Andrew  had  a  brother,  wha 
dwelt  in  the  glen  of  Rofkelyn  ;  he  was 
a  man  totally  abftraded  from  the  world, 
devoting  h'nifelf  to  ads  of  piety,  and 
leading  an  hermit's  life,  and  was  alfo, 
like  Andrew,  (aid  to  pcfTefs  the  gift  of 
prophefy.  All  I  would  intreat  is,  that 
this  event  may  remain  unknown  to  the 
younger  part  of  the  family." 

The  caution  of  Monteith  was  ap- 
proved by  all ;  and  Rols,  addrefling  him, 
faid  : — "  You  have  had  your  difcove- 
ries,  and  fo  have  we  :  in  the  confufion 
of  yelterday.  I  never  recognized,  among 
the  n:en  We  refcued,  one  of  the  Danifli 
crew  that  entrapped  us ;  bur,  to-day,  I 
initanrly  recollected  him  ;  the  fellow  was 
a  fubahern,  and  not  among  our  aflail- 
anis,  which  he  inlorms  me  were  entirely 
compoied  of  M'Lellan's  party/' 

"  Could 
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*'  Could  be  give  you  an)  new  informa- 
tion refpe£ling  the  bufmefs  ?"  replied  St. 
Clair. 

"  Yes :  M'Lellan  entirely  tranfacled 
the  whole  ;  the  countefs  was  too  good 
a  politician  to  appear  in  it.    M'Lellan 
told  the  captain  of  the  Dane  that  we 
were  traitors,  whom  he  was  employed 
by  the  (late  to  feize,  but  that  we  were 
fo  powerfully  fupported  in  the  iflands, 
it  was  impoflible  to  be  atchieved,  unlefs 
by  fraud,  which  might  eafily  be  efFe<5led, 
as  we  were  continually  failing  about  the 
adjoining  coaft.     Whether  ihe  captain 
believed  this  account  I  know  not,  but 
his  connivance  was  pur  chafed  by  a  pre- 
fent  of  nobles  and  demys ;  for  which  he 
took  M'Lellan  and  his  men  on  board : 
vrhatpafled  afterward  need  no  repetition." 
Phillippa,  with  her  brothers,  at  that 
moment  joining  them,  the  converfation 
ceafed.      Some   days   after,    the    fhip- 
wrecked  men  left  them,  in  3  vefTel  that 

put 
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p\it  in*-)  Vaterfa.  The  inhabitants  of 
the  fortrefs  prefented  each  with  a  fmall 
fum,  but,  to  Donald,  a  fufficiency  to 
make  up  his  lofs. 

In  the  mean  time.  Sir  Alexander  and 
his  party  landed  fafely,  and  proceeded  to 
Stirling,  to  offer  their  fervices  to   the 
young  king* — "  I  loved  not  his  father," 
faid  Sir  Alexander,  "  but  he  is  gone  to 
his  account :  and  for  this  youth,  the  true 
heir  of  our  kingdom,  I  will  at  once  de- 
vote my  arm  and  fortune.     Should  he 
hereafter  prove  a  tyrant,  I  will  forfake 
him  ;  the  fault  will  be  his,  not  mine ;  I 
ihall  have  done  my  duty  to  my  country, 
and  (land  acquitted  to  God  and  my  own 
confcience," 

As  they  were  to  pafs  near  the  cafllc 
of  Monteith,  St,  Clair  prayed  them  to 
remain  there  a  fhort  time.  The  ruin 
and  defolation  that  reigned  around  and 
within  the  noble  manfion,  ftruck  them 
with  forrowj  but  Sir  Alexander  com- 

manding 
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mandlng  feveral  repairs  to  be  made,  it, 
before  their  departure,  bore  a  more  ha- 
bitable appearance. 

One  of  Randolph's  firft  cares  was,  to 
feek  out  the  religious  houfe  in  the  valley, 
where,  to  his  great  fatisfadion,  he  found 
Father  Thomas  ftill  living,  though  bent 
with  age,  and  his  few  fcattered  hairs  and 
beard  white  as  wool,  or  thiflle  down. — 
Randolph  kneeled  and  received  his  bene- 
didion  ^  but,  when  informed  he  was  the 
fon  of  St.  Clair,  the  old  man  fell  upon 
his  neck  and  wept  aloud.—"  My  fon," 
exclaimed  he,  "  may'ft  thou  poflefs  the 
bravery  and  humanity  of  thy  father  ! 
but  remember  to  temper  courage  with 
prudence,  and  to  fpread  thy  bounty  with 
an  open  but  not  a  prodigal  hand.  Oh 
that  my  aged  eyes  could  once  more  be- 
hold  him  >  fo  long  a  banifhment  hath, 
I  doubt  not,  forely  changed  him  !** 

*^  His  friends  fay  otherwife,  father: 
his  port  U  noble  and  ered>  aad  his  fea- 
ture! 
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litres  befpeak  him  not  more  than  my 
elder  brother." 

'•  To  Heaven  be  the  praife,  that  hath 
not  fuffered  his  enemies  to  bereave  him 
of  life ;  I  pray  thee,  bear  him  my  blef- 
fmg ;  to  my  lad  hour  will  I  remember 
him  in  my  orifons." 

"  Dear  father/*  replied  Randolph, 
*^  the  king's  minority  pad,  we  nourifh 
the  mod  fanguine  hopes  of  his  liberation, 
and  that  of  his  companions,  not  one  of 
whom  will  accept  it  fingly." 

The  friar  was  not  foon  weary  of  con- 
verfmg  with  Randolph,  who,  on  his 
part,  regarded  him  with  the  reverence 
due  to  his  habir,  and  as  one  of  his  fa- 
ther's moil  rerpe6led  friends ;  and,  after 
paffing  fome  hours  with  him,  left  him, 
with  a  promife  to  fee  him  daily  while  he 
remained  at  the  caftle. 
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